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ral foedbackGingvirercom.ph 
Medical tourism plan ае 


offers Filipino massage 


By Christian V. 
Esguerra 


IN THE FUTURE, THE 
place to go for a soothing 
massage will be the hos- 
pital nearest you. 

The government is set 
to make spas, health and 
wellness centers a regular 

MEDICAL AS 


п NEWS/A2 


Gov't, MILF 
start new round 
of talks in KL 


Exec tells CBCP: Don't 
demonize mine industry 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


WHILE MINING EXECUTIVES ARE SEEKING A DIA- 
Jogue with Catholic bishops, an official of the Philip- 
pine Mines Safety and Environment Association is 
attacking the bishops, describing thelr move to de- 
monize the mining industry as a throwback to the 
Spanish colonial era when the friars held sway over 
the fate ofthe indios (natives). 
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Willie may be liable 
as show host-DOJ 


Palace: No 
vendetta 
on Lopezes 


By Armand N. Nocum 
and Norman Bordadora 


EXECTELLS/ ALS 


Cabinet 
appointees 
face rough 
sailing at CA 


By Christine О, Avendaño, 
Gil С. Cabacungan Jr, 
Philip C. Tubeza 

and Michael Lim Ubac 


MALACANANG YESTERDAY 
named former Rep. Eduardo Anto- 
nio Nachura the chief presidential 


legal counsel amid criticism in the 
Senate of some of her choices in 
the latest Cabinet shake-up. 
“Nobody's perfect,” said Exec- 
utive Secretary Eduardo Ermita. 
“The President is not King 
Solomon but she is trying to be 
Solomon. There will always be 
questions, but let's see how they 
JUSTICE SECRETARY У жш €: " e 
a N е President earlier appointe 
Raul Gonzalez yester- Rep. Ronaldo Puno as secretary of 
day said comedian the Department of the interior and 
ms В Local Government and Rep. Rolan- 
Willie Revillame and ^ d T ЧЫ do Andaya as secretary of the De- 
organizers of the А z partment of Budget and Manage- 
“ ” ‘ment while transferring her long- 
Wowowee show time ally Angelo Reyes to the De- 
could be held legally li- partment of Environment and Nat- 
able for the disaster атаара 
rmita said it was only coinci- 
that brought death to dental thar the new faces in Ms 
е 74 people. Arroyo's Cabinet were lawmak- 
S ers, stressing that it was the Presi- 
Se nteWithout pinning blame on any- деп prerogative to pick those 
опе, the head of the government who were loyal to her. 
fact-finding body, Interior Under- Puno used to be DILG secretary 
secretary Marius Corpus, said or- 3 in the Estrada administration and 
ganizers of events that end in 2 had served every government in 
tragedies, like Saturdays game ё various capacities since the Mar- 
8 жаш e be held bs E Y cos dictatorship. 
liable for "criminal negligence.” IEARTS. A mourner makes: i messag i ‘Andaya’s experience as chair of 
Revillame declined to comment MONTH OF Hi LA! er | an offering for those killed in the stampede. The age on the pillow beside. her shows the irony of it all. ы uud kieres on ges 
js oo sages , ` priations will serve him well as 
e needed to talk to ABS-CBN . budget secretary, Ermita said. 
878 Bunye: Don't blame stampede оп СМА eseye me 
he was merely the game show's himself well in his numerous posts 
host. (See stories on PageA6 and Ву Gil C, Cabacungan Jr, poverty issue. “Likewise, we appeal to all par- mirror of poverty is carrying it under the Arroyo administration, 
А17) .. Christine O. Avendaño Pres Secretary Ignacio Bunye tiesto refrain from blame tossing too far,” Executive Secretary Ed- When reminded that the Cabi- 

In a statement, the television and Luige A. del Puerto said attempts to use the tragedy and wait for the official results of uardo Ermita said. "There is а net revamp was far from the gov- 
network said: "As of now, to attack President Macapa- the investigation.” tragedy because of the pro- ernment of reconciliation 
‘ABS-CBN is not aware ofany cases уд АСАЙАМС YESTERDAY DE- gal-Arroyo were “absurd and out Bunye said the objective of the gram.” promised by President Arroyo 
that have been filed by any of the cried what it said were efforts by ofline.” investigation was not only to — Ermitaadded:"lfeverthereis last year, Ermita said Malacanang 
victims or their families. Should some sectors to turn the tragedy “Instead, her critics should identify those liable but also to а stampede during the Feast of was considering opposition lead- 
there be any, this will not detract Sfpeople being trampled todeath stand up and be counted in the соте up with measures to pre- the Black Nazarane or during ers for Cabinet posts. 
the network rom attending tothe during a game show extravagan- war against poverty,” Bunye venta similar incident Sinulog, would you blame the “We tapped Mike Romero, one 
needs of those affected: za into a politically charged said. "Saying that this event is a BUNYE/AS CCABINET/AIS 

Malacafiang stressed that the A 
government probe should not be 
taken as payback against the e S4 6. - , 
тора e qe allies twit ‘meeting of strange bedieliows 
which has been critical of the ad- 
ministration of ate. 

“No, notatall, notatall,” Exec- By Cynthia D. Balana Corazon Aquino and Senate Pres- and victims of the tragedy” said kabutihan ng bayan (We agreed the resignation of Ms Arroyo over 
utive Secretary Eduardo Ermita and Norman Bordadora Gea талыш Drilon said there Aquino, referring to the deadly to cooperate for the good of the charges that the 58-year-old Pres- 
said, was nothing political about Sun- stampede that occurred among nation).” He did notelaborate. ident stole the 2004 election. Ms 

Gonzalez formed a group of ALLIES OF PRESIDENT MACAPA- day's event—a thanksgiving Mass fans of the popular noontime Sunday marked the first time Arroyo has denied the charges. 
prosecutors headed by Senior gal-Arroyo yesterday described an at the San Juan Medical Center game show “Wowowee.” (See that Aquino, Estrada, Drilon and The thanksgiving Mass was al- 
Bate Prosecutor Leo Dacera to unprecedented weekend gather- where ex-President Joseph Estra- banner story.) Susan Roces, widow of the late so attended by other opposition 
Se ee т dings ofthe Cor- ing of opposition leaders as а da had undergone corrective eye “It was a time for prayers, we movie actor, end ‘unsuccessful stalwarts, including Makati May- 
pus panel before the possible fil- meeting of strange bedfellows surgery id not talk politics” said Drilon. presidential candidate Fernando or and United Opposition 
ing of legal action against those with an impossible dream. “I just wanted to pray for But Estrada said, “Nagkasundo Poe Jr, came together since they spokesperson Jejomar Binay. 

‘wiuie/as Even so, former President (Estrada's) successful operation kaming magtulungan рага sa joined mounting calls in July for GMA ALLIES/ AIS 
Research volunteers await — | —— 
FOR THOSE WHO SEE THE 
ocean as a dark abyss ready td. 
suck them into its 
depths, it must Р" 

grake something 

big to encourage 

Ë them to spend an en- 
tire summer bobbing 

Bberween the Pacific 
Ocean and the South AN ADULT 
China Sea. 4 humpback whale 

For Gabriel Timo- can weigh 25 to 40 
teo, a 33-year-old vet- — tons 
erinarian, it took some- 
thing very big indeed—one of the largest ani- 
mals on the planet—the humpback whale 
(balyena in Tagalog). 

5 -Inspired by tales from fellow vet students at 
the University of the Philippines, Timoteo found 
himself in 2001 joining a small team of volun- 
teers from World Wildlife Fund-Philippines to 


collect data on a 

recently discov- 

ered population of 

7» humpbacks in the 

waters off north- 
em Luzon. 

Conducted during the 

summer when the whales 

visit the region to breed and 

give birth, the hands-on re- 

search requires volunteers to spend most 

of the two months of the program afloat—a 
challenging proposition for city slickers. 

"Being near a body of water made me un- 
comfortable,” says Timoteo. Just ће thought of 
being in the middle of the ocean was frighten- 
ing” 

Tn spite of his initial reservations, Timoteo 
fondly describes experiencing a feeling of relief 
when a sleek, dark dorsal fin harmlessly 

RESEARCH/AIS 


ONE OF THE BOYS NALON 
President Arroyo visits troops in Tarlac after their clashes with communist rebels. She is flanked by Armed Forces 
Chief of Staff Gen. Generoso Senga (on her left) and regional commander Lt. Gen. Romeo Tolentino (on her right). 
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Cop chiefs fired after NPA raid 


By Lu 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL POLICE FIRED A 
provincial commander and a municipal police 
chief yesterday, one day after a band of New Peo- 
ple’s Army guerrillas, using a town mayor they 
had earlier abducted as a decoy, raided the police 
station in the town of Lingig and carted off 11 
M16 assault rifles, several pistols and hand 


grenades, officials said. 


The officials said not a single 
shot was fired during Sundays 
raid and that Lingig Mayor 
Roberto Luna, his body guards 
and six policemen were left un- 
harmed by the rebels, who es- 
caped in the mayor's Toyota Land. 
Cruiser and Expedition vans. 

For their failure to put up a de- 
fense, PNP Director General Arturo 
Lomibao ordered the relief of Se- 
nior Supt. Admirante Josue, Suri- 
gao del Sur PNP chief, and Lingig 
Police chief Inspector Evelyn Fru- 
galidad, said PNP spokesman Chief 
Supt. Leopoldo Bataoil. 

“The entire police force of 
Lingig will undergo retraining and 
investigation, and will be replaced 
by personnel from the Provincial 
Mobile Group,” Bataoil added 

Meanwhile, at least three sol- 

jers were wounded yesterday in 

Za clash with the fleeing rebels, 
who numbered between 40 and 
$50, according to the police in 
апда, provincial capital of 
fSurigao del Sur. No other details 
pf the encounter were immedi- 

‘ately available 

Lingig is about 180 kms south 

Sof Tandag. n 
ТЇ Reports were not clear as to 

Xhow Mayor Luna was abducted. 

i$ Gov Vicente Pimentel Jr said the 


rebels got hold of the mayor after 
ап ambush in Barangay Pagtilaan at 
round 2 p.m. Sunday. 
ButLt. Col. Francisco Simbajon, 
spokesman of the Army's 4th In- 
атту Division based in Cagayan 
le Oro City said the rebels 
snatched Luna from his residence. 
Senior Supt. Edgar Agustin, 
leputy regional police director 
for administration in the Caraga 
egion, said policemen manning 


ASIA INTERNA 


dA 


l'on e 


the station "thought it was an in- 
spection led by the mayor, so they 
let their guard down." 

"The sacking of the police offi 
cers came only a week after 
Lomibao, reacting to a series of 
rebel raids on police armories, 
warned commanders he would 
fire them if they failed to fight off 
rebel forces during such raids. 

Bataol told reporters that 
Lomibao had instructed police 
commanders to "anticipate ene- 
my raids, attacks, harassments, 
and other terrorist activities.” 

“He is deeply concerned over 
their readiness and initiative to 
fight insurgency,” Bataoil said. 

Lomibao said late last month 
that police should not “be sitting 
ducks in police stations, (wait- 
ing) for our men to be attacked” 
and he wanted the PNP to be 
more active in anti-insurgency 
operations because of the fre- 
quency and success of rebel raids. 

“Policemen are expected to op- 
erate against the insurgents and 
not wait for the Armed Forces to 
operate against the insurgents,” 
he had said. 

їп a separate attack, about 30 
guerrillas opened fire on an Army 
detachment in North Cotabato's 
Makilala town Saturday, but sol- 
diers and allied militiamen 
fought back, wounding an unde- 
termined number of rebels and 
forcing them to withdraw, Army 
Col. Ruperto Pabustan said. 

Security in military outposts in 
the province has been tightened 
because of information the rebels 
planned more attacks, he said. 
With reports from Franklin A. 
Caliguid, PDI Mindanao Bureau. 
and AP 
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AFTER A FOUR-DAY state visit, Inc 


! Gov't, MILF 


start new round 
of talks in KL 


KUALA LUMPUR - REPRESENTATIVES OF 
the Philippine government and the Moro Is 
lamic Liberation Front met for peace talks on 
neutral ground in Malaysia yesterday as both 
sides sought to end a 40-year conflict that has 
killed more than 120,000 people. 

A peace deal for Muslim areas in the south of 
the mainly Roman Catholic Philippines is key to 
alleviating poverty, opening up new mining 
lands and reassuring investors about a nation 


А seen asa weak link in the war against terrorism. 


E T 


in President Abdul Kalam bids farewell the country he 


called “an ancient and great nation." Seeing him off at the Ninoy Aquino International 


Airportis Vice President Noli de Castro, 


ROGERMARGALLO 


Indian president leaves 
after Congress speech 


By Michael Lim Ubac and Nikko Dizon, 


INDIAN PRESIDENT ABDUL KALAM LEFT 
yesterday afternoon, capping a four-day state 
visit with an address before a joint session of 
Congress. 

Vice President Noli de Castro led the Philip- 
pine delegation that sent off Kalam, who was. 
accorded foyer honors. 

Kalam’s visit, the first of an Indian head of 
state to the Philippines in more than a decade, 
was expected to boost cooperation in defense, 
counter terrorism, trade and tourism. 

їп a well-applauded address of the joint 
session of Congress yesterday, Kalam yester- 
day called the Philippines “ап ancient-and 
great nation” whose adherence to the values 
of freedom just like India “could move our na- 
tions ahead to greater prosperity and happi- 
ness for our people." 

‘The Indian president talked about elimi- 
nating poverty and modernizing the electoral 
system in the country, making available to Fil- 
ipinos cheap pharmaceutical products from 
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India and increasing trade between the two 
countries to $2 billion (P104 billion) in the 
next three years. 

He also outlined the "Indo-Philippine Co- 
operation road map," or “mission mode coop- 
eration” in eight areas of development to “si 
nify close relations between us.” 

Prior to his address, Speaker Jose de Vene- 
cia and Senate President Franklin Drilon con- 
ferred the Indian President the Congressional 
Medal of Achievement for leading the “robust 
transformation of the world's biggest democ- 
racy with a population of over one billion.” 

‘The Speaker described India as “the largest 
democracy on earth." 

In his 31-minute speech, Kalam said his 
large nation was going through a “major chal- 
lenge of uplifting 260 million people who are 
now below poverty line.” 

In a statement which resonated with Fil- 
ipinos, Kalam said Indians, too, "need habitat, 
work with reasonable income, food, speedy 
access to health care, education and finally a 
good life and hope for a better future.” 


A truce between the government and MILF 
has held since July 2003. The previous round 
of talks ended last September in Port Dickson, 
а Malaysian resort town, with a consensus on 
the key issue of ancestral domain, or areas 
recognized as part ofa Muslim homeland. 

But there has so far been little progress on 
other issues such as the form of government 
for the homeland and the post-conflict future 
of the MILF's 12,000 guerrillas. 

“Ies work in progress,” Jesus Dureza, Philip- 
pine presidential adviser on the peace process, 
told Reuters yesterday after the two-day talks 
began with a round of technical meetings. 

A full negotiation panel, including Dureza 
and Agrarian Reform Secretary Nasser Pan- 
gandaman, meets today. 

“We hope this will be another movement 
forward because ancestral domain is a crucial 
issue in this negotiation,” Dureza said. He de- 
clined to elaborate. 

The MILF claims a swathe of mostly Muslim 
areas on Mindanao, which it says is the ances- 
tral homeland of the Moro people. The matter 
is complicated by a push by the government to 
open the region to foreign mining firms. 

The Philippines is home to three other Mus- 
lim rebel groups and a communist insurgency. 
Several dozen foreign militants are believed 
tobein Mindanao. 

MILF's chief negotiator, Mohaqher Iqbal, 
told Reuters last month that the Philippine 
government and the rebels were in the home 
stretch of talks, having agreed to 85 percent 
of the agenda. 

Before leaving Manila, Dureza told re- 
porters at the airport yesterday that ancestral 
domain was "the most complicated issue" and 
would be at the heart of the Kuala Lumpur 
talks, Reuters, with a report from Nikko Di- 
zon 


Dynamite discovery: It's 
just like buying vinegar 


By Luige A. del Puerto and Jocelyn R. Uy 


IN A TOWN NORTH OF METRO MANILA 
Known for rock quarrying, obtaining dynamite is 
as easy as buying vinegar from the comer store. 

"IDs that easy. Тв just like buying vinegar,” 
remarked one police officer after the Anti-Ter- 
rorist Task Group (ATTG) of the Regional In 
telligence and Investigation Division (RIID) 
seized some 100 sticks of dynamite and nine 
kilos of ammonium nitrate in Norzagaray, Bu- 
lacan, over the weekend. 

The explosives could easily bring down а 
three-story building, bomb experts said. 

On Saturday, police arrested a man and а 
woman who sold the explosives to a policeman 
posing as a fisherman. The police, however, 
‘were quick to clarify that Manuel Ban, 38, and 
Josephine Arrojado, 46, were not terrorists but 
Civilians involved in quarrying in the town. 

But they had no license to sell or stockpile 
the explosive materials, 

“Our men went to the market in (Baran- 
gay) Bigte, and asked the people where to get 
dynamite. The people pointed to the house of 
Toto Ban (Manuel Ban), said Supt. R'win 
Pagkalinawan of the ATTG. 

"On Friday, we negotiated to buy two 
sticks, and then we said we'd buy more the 
next day. It was that easy, which was worri- 
some," Pagkalinawan said. 

Ban was selling the dynamite- with fuse, cord 
and blasting сар- at P200 each, the police said, 

After his arrest, Ban led police to Arrojado, 
his alleged supplier, who also agreed to sell 
them some dynamite, 


SC rejects tax perks 


CLARK SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE ~THE 
Supreme Court has denied the motion for re- 
consideration filed by the Bases Conversion 
Development Authority and the Clark Devel- 
opment Corp. to regain tax incentives for 
me 400 investors in the ecozone, 

he ruling, which was handed down on 
рес, 19, 2005, was received here on Friday, 
CDC president and chief executive officer An: 
tonio Ng told reporters on yesterday, 


All told, seized from Ban's and Arrojado's 
homes were about nine kilos of ammonium 
nitrate, 100 sticks of dynamite, 54 feet of tim 
ing fuse, 110 blasting caps and about 500 me- 
ters of detonating cord. 

‘The police acted on information provided 
by a 44-year-old man who was caught at a 
Metro Manila train station last week with two 
dynamite sticks in his backpack. 

"The man claimed he worked for a firm that 
маз building a fish pond in Antipolo City ~a 
claim confirmed by the police. 

Metro Manila police chief Director Vidal Querol 
lamented how easy it was о get hold of deadly ma- 
terials that could fall into the wrong hands. 

“je is not at all impossible that given the 
ease with which anyone can buy explosives at 
anytime, that at some time, these explosives 
and materials (could) be used to make impro- 
vised bombs that could (fall) into the hands of 
terrorists," Querol said in a statement. 

‘The police have found the supplier of the 
explosives, which were said to have been im- 
ported from Malaysia, but refused to identify 
the person at this time. 

"The police are checking whether the source 
is authorized to import, sell and stockpile the 
explosive materials, 

RIID chief Senior Supt. Felipe Rojas Jr. told 
the Ingumer yesterday that although the dy. 
namite was not peddled openly, the suspects 
‘were well-known for their wares. 

"These vendors do not display their illegal 
wares out on the streets. They depend mostly 
on word of mouth. They are well-known in 
the barangay,” Rojas said, 


for Clark investors 


‘The high court denied the motion because the 
state-owned base conversion bodies failed to 
present substantial arguments to warrant a re- 
versal of the July 29, 2005 decision that stripped 
investors ofthe privilege in Clark but upheld it in 
the case of those doing business at the Subic Bay 
Freeport Zone in Bataan and Zambales, 

Ng said the CDC would file another appeal 
inlSdays. Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Lu- 
zon Desk 
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Fil-Am pilot shot down in Iraq given hero’s burial today 


-Ву Volt Contreras 


A FILIPINO-AMERICAN HELI- 
copter pilot who was killed in 
war-torn Iraq last month wil 
have a hero's burial today near 
his hometown in Bulacan. 

He will also receive posthu- 
mous awards and full military 
honors from Washington D.C. 
The US Embassy in Manila yester- 
day said Chief Warrant Officer 


Ruel Garcia, 34, will be awarded 
the Bronze Star, the fourth high- 
est US military award for gal- 
lantry in action; the Purple Heart 
Medal, and the Air Medal. 

Expected at his interment are US 
Brig. Gen. Richard Mills, command- 
ing general of Special Operations 
Command, 
from the 8th Army Korea, and US 
‘Charge d'Affaires Paul Jones. 

“We are grateful as this makes 


bearable,” 


posthumous 


Korea; honor guards 


the heaviness in our hearts a little 
Garcia's 
Rosendo said in Filipino of the 
honors, 
reached on the phone yesterday. 

“We believe he died for some- 
thing good,” he added. 

The late officer, whose remains ar- 
rived last Thursday from Texas where 
his Army unit was based, will be 
buried at Polo Memorial Park in 
Valenzuela, Metro Manila, at around 


9am. today the elder Garcia said. 

The wake has been held at the 
family residence in Barangay 
Panghulo, Obando, Bulacan. 

“As these medals demonstrate, 
his bravery in the field, profes- 
sional aviation skills and devo- 
tion to his adopted country will 
always be remembered. Chief 
Garcia made the ultimate sacri- 
fice so that his fellow man can 
live in peace and freedom,” the 


embassy said in a statement. 

Instituted in 1944, the Bronze 
Star is awarded to any person 
serving in any capacity in or with 
the US military for heroic achieve- 
ment in action against an enemy 
of the US or a foreign force, ог 
while serving in friendly foreign 
forces in a conflict in which the US 
isanota belligerent party. 

"The Purple Heart is an award given 
in the name of the President of the 


United States to any American mili 
tary or civilian personnel who has 
been killed or wounded in any action 
against an enemy of the US. 

The Air Medal is earned by pi- 
los who have distinguished 
themselves in aerial flight. 

Garcia died along with his co- 
pilot in a crash after their Apache 
helicopter gunship was shot down 
by a surface-to-air missile on the 
morning of Jan. 16 in Тай, Iraq, 


father 


when 


WHAT'S SO FUNNY? 


applauded address of the joint sess 


House Speaker Jose de Venecia and Senate President Franklin М. Drilon exchange jokes 
waiting for Indian President Abdul Kalam's arrival at the Batasan Pambansa. Ina well- 

mn of Congress yesterday, Kalam talked about 
eliminating poverty and modernizing the electoral system. 


Josinivonums. 


Palace says strong peso 
will silence gov't critics 


By Christine О. Avendaño 


LMALACANANG YESTERDAY EXPRESSED 
elation over the continued strength of the 
peso against the dollar and said the strong 

peso would eventually silence the govern- 

утеп critics. 

"The peso hit 51.74 per dollar on Monday, 
is strongest level since September 2002, 
gaining over 2.3 percent in the last two 
weeks. (See story on Business, Page B6) 

The currency's rally this year has been fu- 
eled by improvements in the fiscal deficit 
‘Expectations this month's increase in the 
sales tax will fetch the government higher 
revenues and raise the chances for an up- 
grade in the country’s rating have also 
buoyed the currency. 

“The opposition can heckle all they want 
but they know the rallying peso represents a 
resurging economy" Presidential Political Ad- 


viser Gabriel Claudio said in a text message. 

"Eventually it is the peso that will silence 
detractors of the government and their des- 
tructive type of politics." 

Claudio said the Palace was elated by the 
continued gaining of the peso against the 
dollar. 

While he said the Palace expects govern- 
ment critics to continue to be cynical about 
the performance of the peso, the people 
should realize that the strong peso means au: 
thorities would able to lick the budget deficit 
and save millions of pesos for debt servicing. 

“Therefore millions of jobs more, infras- 
tructure, education, health and social ser- 
vices,” Claudio said, 

It will also promote a robust environment 
for local and foreign investments and accord- 
ing to Claudio this would mean the creation 
of more jobs for more Filipinos. 

With a report from Reuters 
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“ Troubleshooting Electrical Problems " 


If Lighting Fixture Won't Work 1f Lights on Circuit Won't Work 
"Check for burnt out bulb or *Check for overload circuit, 
fluorescent tube, defective short circuit, loose wiring. 
fluorescent starter, faulty faulty switch. 

switch/socket, loose wiring. 
If Appliance Won't Work 
*Check for overload circuit, 
damaged plug or cord, loose 
wiring, delect in appliance or 
appliance’ lamp. 


7 Weatherproof 
Fixtures 


Tips from 

MC Home Depot 

Du... MARE 
Ultimate Hardware Store 
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Missing 
yacht 
found off 
Mindoro 
By Leila Salaverria 


A YACHT CARRYING 
an Australian and 
“two Filipinos was 
“found yesterday 
morning, two days 
"after it went missing 
оп йв way to Apo 
Reef in Mindoro. 
А Philippine Coast 
"Guard helicopter spot- 
“ted the ML Passat 
“some 62 nautical miles 
off Lubang Island. 
PCG spokesperson 
ц. Commander 
“Joseph Coyme said its 
three passengers, iden- 
tified ав Australian 


dte et 


Let Marie France help you look your absolute best 
for your loved one. We can trim off inches, 
smoothen lumps and bumps and re-shape your 
body back to its old glory. Rediscover your sexy 
side and rekindle the romance. 


"Tony Walsh, 60, his Fil- 
Spina wife Lecerita Ma- 
mungson, 49, and Lolie 
Marquez, 50, did not 
"appear to be harmed. 

Come sid the 
PCGs search and res- 

Í cue vessel left Manila 
yesterday moming and 

was expected to reach 
the уасһ location late 
inthe afternoon 

‘The ML Passat left 
Puerto Galera in Min- 
doro Saturday after- 
noon for a nearby 

-dive site when it de- 
veloped engine trou- 
«ble, Coyme said. 

It was first reported 
missing to the Coast 

i Guard on Feb, 4. 

. Rescue efforts had 
been hampered by 
haze and rough seas. 


Be super sexy. You'll love it — so will he. 
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WAS MONEY USED IN '04 POLLS? Senate hel soU ht 
‘Special audit’ of Marcos funds sought to revive e 


By Philip C. Tubeza the administration also took from Thatsame day, the Department form Council had allowed the use of : 
the Marcos funds P500 million of Budget and Management ad- the Marcos funds for the GMA pro- cre it scam robe 
SENATE PRESIDENT FRANKLIN for irrigation projects and P900 vis d the National Irrigation Ad- gram since the latter's beneficiaries 
Drilon yesterday sought a "special million for farm-to-market roads, ministration. that P541,741,000 ‘were supposedly mainly ARBs. 
audit” of the P35-billion in Marcos Drilon said. in Marcos funds had been re- _“Butonly one of every five ben- М 
Swiss deposits, some of which may "ү am asking Commissioner leased to рау for “the implemen- eficiaries of these hybrid rice seeds By T] Burgonio the OSS Center showing that an 
have been spent in the runup tothe Carague to conduct a special au- tation of activities under the Pro- could be considered ARBs. That is enterprise has paid tariff duties or 
May 2004 presidential elections. dit to determine if there was any gram Beneficiaries Development іп the COA report," Drilon said. МОВЕ THAN 10 YEARS AFTER internal revenue taxes on raw 
‘This after Department of Budget violation of the law when part of Component of CARR” He also pointed out that outgo- investigating ће P5.34-billion materials used in the processing 
and Management records showed the Marcos Swiss deposits were Given the timing of the releas- ing Budget Secretary Romulo tax credit certificate (TCC) scam of BOl-registered products. It 
э, lios of the funds was re- diverted from the Department of es, Drilon said the COA should Neri had admitted to the Senate ү the mid-90s, the government тау be used to pay taxes, duties, 
leased shortly before the polls. ‘Agrarian Reform to finance the determine whether or not the that only РІЗ billion of the Маг. has failed to get any suspect con- charges and fees due to ће na- 
“Dillon asked Commission on Au- controversial farm inputs pro- funds reached their intended соз funds was left for 2006. Of vieted and managed to recover tional government, 
dit chief Guillermo Carague to con- gram of the agriculture depart- agrarian reform beneficiaries this total, some $200 million or only P11 million, according {оа Out of the 64 companies in- 
duct the audit in order to find out if ment,” Drilon told the Kapihansa (ARBs) or if they ‘ended up being P11 billion has been set aside for key government witness. volved in the scam, 56 were en- 
the Arroyo administration had vio- Manila Hotel media forum. used for the elections. the victims of martial law. On top of the zero conviction dorsed for investigation to the 
lated the Comprehensive Agrarian Drilon pointed out the CARL  “Wemustverifyallegations that “Therefore, only P2 billion is left. and meager collection, the gov- Task Force 156, a special presi- 
Won Law (CARI) when fused yequires that all l-goten wealth the Marcos money was legally By this time, Lam certain the P2bi emment has allowed Faustino dential task force formed in 1999, 
part of the Marcos funds ints farm recovered from the Marcoses and used during the campaign of Pres- lion has already been spent, gwen Chingkoe, one of the principal and the remaining eight to the 
риз program during the 2004 their cronies be used to imple- ident Macapagal-Arroyo consider. the fact that the support operations suspects in the tax credit scam, to Ombudsman, Gonzales said in 
election campaign. | ment the Comprehensive Agrari- ing that the funds were released ofthe DAR is also a beneficiary ofthe travel to China, witness Felix theletter. 
оп Оаро released an Reform Program (CARP). just a few days before the May  Marcosfunds, Drilon said. Chingkoe lamented. When it stopped operations on 
544 million of the Marcos funds Ina March 23, 2004, letter to the 2004 elections,” Drilon said. ноза бар тегей justify а _ Рей, estranged brother of Oct. 7, 2004, the task foroe com- 
Pats before the May 2004 elec: Department of Public Works and Не said the PS44 million that special audit of the P35 billion Faustino, made his sentiments pleted investigation of 27 compa- 
tions to buy seeds and fertilizer Highways, former Budget Secretary went to ће GMA hybrid rice pro- Marcos funds which were spent known in a letter his lawyer Jose nies only, he said. 
for the Ginintuang Masaganang Emilia Boncodin said P900 million gram should also be audited since over the last two years. Even for- Isagani M. Gonzales sent toSena- Gonzales also noted that the 
fO (GMA) hybrid rice program im Marcos funds was released for only20 percent ofthe recipientsof mer Senate President Jovito R. Sa: ооа Juan Ponce Enrile, who had Bureau of Customs managed to 
of the government. "implementation of DPWH-CARP фе hybridrice seeds were ARBs. — longa raised an issue as to ‘where sought an investigation of the file only 60 civil cases against the 
But on top of the P544 million, infrastructure projects.” “The Presidential Agrarian Re- these monies were spent,” hesaid. Scam, ‘Joker Arroyo and Jinggoy original grantees out of the 1,652 
` Estrada. TCCs seeking P2.4 billion dam- 


AFP ordered to present Rivas before QC court today «5mm е зоа 


order to help the Office of the missed, seven were scheduled for 
By Dona Z. Pazzibugan last Friday. while Faeldon was allowed tosee Jan. 31, while Faeldon remained Ombudsman go after those de- dismissal while another five cases 
"The court order issued by Judge lawyers, siblings, even his ex- detained at Isafp compound. frauding the government by ma- amounting P118 million were 
IT TOOK A COURT ORDER ТО Lita Tolentino-Genilo was served by wife, as well as Sen. Rodolfo Bia- Camp Aguinaldo commander nipulating the tax credit pro- settled at 20 percent of the 
force the military to present mili- courtsheriff, Guillermo Lansangbe- zon and government doctors who Brig. Gen. Jovenal Narcise initial- gram,” Gonzales said intheleter, amount claimed. The remaining 
tary prosecutor Capt. Candelaria fore the Intelligence Service ‘of the attested he had not been physi- ly told reporters Friday that they “Yet it appears as if the Office 33 cases are pending in court. 
Ria who has been barred from Armed Forces of the Philippines cally tortured during detention. меге not allowing visits because Of the Ombudsman, as well as the Тһе Bureau of Internal Rev- 
seeing her family since she маз Пса) yesterday morning. азала сог ср Rima needed “privacy” a p OET agencies of е guvernmient ne D E filed four cases 
arrested with Oakwood mutiny “Yes, we will abide [by the ecutors in the Oakwood mutiny pare her defense. tasked to prosecute the persons with the Court of Appeals, includ- 
leader, Marine Capt. Nicanor court order]. Our lawyers will court martial-trial, was with Fael- Minutes later, after talking to responsible for the massive tax ing one which was dismissed be- 
Faeldon last Jan. 27. produce Captain Rivas before the don when he was captured last AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Generoso credit fraud are not serious cause the government failed to 
‘The military was ordered to regional trial court {Tuesday} at2 Jan. 27, 44 days after he escaped Senga, Narcise said he now has enough in their mandate,” he present “clear and convincing ev. 
present Rivas today before the pm," military spokesman Col. from military custody. authority to allow visits. added. idence showing actual fraud, 
‘Quezon City Regional Trial Court Tristan Kison said. Rivas was transferred from When this reporter asked what Gonzales wrote the letter on Gonzales said. 
Branch 91 in response to a peti- Тһе military inexplicably Isafp to the Headquarters and changed his mind, Narcise shot behalf of Felix, expressing his Out ofthe 1,343 TCCs referred to 
tion for habeas corpus filed by barred Rivas from seeing her fam- Headquarters Support Command back: "Why are you asking те Clientsdesire toseekan audience Ње task force for investigation, only 
ШОП mother Pensevina Rivas, ily and a lawyer since her arrest, (HHSC) in Camp Aguinaldo last that?" with the senators on the matter. 90 cases were fled with the Sandi- 
The scam was uncovered after  ganbayan and while 360 cases re- 
а post-audit report showed that mained pending before the Om- 
64 companies were found to have ‘budsman, according to Gonzales. 
2ND part of MRI Information Campaign Series fraudulently obtained 1,652 Апа of the 309 TCCs amount- , 
TCCs worth P5.349 billion from ing to P722.3 million that were 
Dedi ү ^ the Department of Finance's опе. referred to it, the Ombudsman ^ 
edicated to promoting public awareness for an early detection of stop shop inter-agency tax credit has completed investigation only ' 
BRAIN ANEURYSM and duty drawback center (055 оп76 TCCs, he said. 
center) between 1995 and 1998. ‘The conviction rate was zero, 
n n " Tt was also established that Gonzales said, adding that The 
-- Expectations to avoid Brain some P3.381 billion worth of Task Force 156 failed and did not 


О, TCCs were transferred to 61 com- exert efforts to “identify and un- 


7 
ON Aneurysm under MRI treatment Tee cluding Pilipinas Shell “mask the masterminds and ben: 


and Petron. eficial owners of other firms. 
Í А Brain Aneurysm is а ballooning-out or a weak bulging spot of the wall of an artery in the brain. It is often caused ог made ATCCisadocumentissuedby foundtobeinvolved in the scam. 
1 worse by high blood pressure. If not treated the earliest possible time, it might lead to STROKE. 


When a blood vessel on the brain's surface ruptures (or bursts ) and bleeds into the space between the brain and the skull Correction 


} (ьш not into the brain per se) it's a subarachnoid hemorrhage. When an artery in the brain bursts, flooding the surrounding IN YESTERDAY'S ISSUE, а front-page story- 


Р “Puno takes over 
h blood, it's a hemorrhagic stroke. 


DILG; Andaya to DBM'—misstated the name of the newly ap- 
pointed head of the Department of Social Welfare and Develop- 
nent. The correct name of the new DSWD secretary is Dr. Esper- 


‘The latest and the best innovative technique, through MRI scanning. anza—not Estrella—Cabral. 


How is an Aneurysm detected? 


i 
1 
] 
{ 


i Readers may send their requests for correction of factual errors in writing 
Interview vo edes Delos Dai пшгек PDI Balding, Chino Roces Av. 
З Shue corner Mascardo Street, Makati City, fax Nos. 897-47-93/94; e-mail 
те following are excerpts from the Testimony of EVA CARINO-PADILLA who have had an experience of MRI treatment | | cigo daydesk@inquirercom p. 
just recently. Complaints about lack of fairness or objectivity may be sent to Loma 
у. 
кабу го, reader айтхан, елка айтан rande advocate Qing, 
Я encom. ph or fax Nos. 897- А ers Advocate. Her phone 
Mrs. Padilla, fondly called "Mommy Eva" in showbizness, experienced these subsequent signs: ковати садаа 
"2 headache ** vomiting and nausea ** stiff neck ** blurred / double vision 


| She was rushed to a tertiary medical center and immediately had an MRI examinations through a 1.5 supercon mri equipment. = === 
1 mrs. Padilla was not satisfied due to the noise-like she felt through her ears while being examined. Tue DAiLY GOSPEL 
Thus, she was again treated to an MRI examination at Capitol Medical Center wherein which installed the latest and most 
} powerful permanent magnet technology, Hitachi APERTO 0.4Tesla Open MRI system. 
1 Being an "open magnet" patient's anxiety will be reduced compare to an enclosed space. And with the 0.4 Tesla, treatment will Mure eni dieere 
be very comfortable compare to a 1.5 supercon, as it was experienced by Mrs. Padilla. тыша \кв:22-23,27.30 
Furthermore, its diffusion-weighted imaging (DWI ) technique provides sharp images for an accurate detection of ruptured ог сора Me iet 


> 4 7 2 ren ) ‘One day the Pharisees and some teachers of the Law noticed that 
unruptured brain aneurysm. Mrs. Padilla, in this case, if not examine at this earliest possible time, she might have been ien 4 sch = 
justa airo agira g some of Jesus’ disciples were eating their meal with unclean hands, 


thar is, without washing them. Now the Pharisees, and in fact, all the 
i ii ‘Tews, never eat without washing their hands for they follow the tradi- 
YOU can avoid stroke. ..And fight brain aneurysm... se nee rom thelr ancestors. Nor do they eat anything when they 
ч come from the market without first washing themselves. And there are 
many other traditions they observe, for example, the ritual washing of 
E 5 cups, pots and plates. So the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law 
This information campaign is brought to you by HIMEX Corporation, asked him, "Why do your disciples not follow the tradition of the el- 
Exclusive Philippine distributor of Hitachi APERTO . ders, but eat with unclean hands?" 
website: wrry-ehimex.com: Jesus answered, Моо, shallow people! How well Isaiah prophesied 
of you when he wrote: This people honors me with their lips, but their 
heart is far from me. The worship they offer me is worthless, for what 
they teach are only human rules. You even put aside the command- 
ment of God to hold fast to human tradition." 
DELOS SANTOS MEDICAL CENTER "And Jesus commented, "You have a fine way of disregarding the 
(E Rodriguez, QC) commandment of God in order to implant your own tradition. For ex- 
ILOILO DOCTORS' HOSPITAL. ‘ample, Moses said: Do your duty to your father and your mother, and: 
{ Moto, Шоо City) ‘Whoever curses his father or his mother is tobe put to death, But ac- 
PERPETUAL SUCCOUR HOSPITAL] | cording to you someone could say to his father or mother: already 
7 (Cebu City) declared Corban, which means "offered to God,” what you could have 


DEE HWA LIONG FOUNDATION 
MEDICAL CENTER 
(Mabalacat, Pampanga) 


expected from me. In this case, you no longer let him do anything for a 
farher or mother. бо you nullify the word of God through the tradition 
you have handed оп. And you do many other things like that." 
Commentary 
APERTO AIRISII God cannot be contained in the heavens or in the temple that Solomon 
= built Solomon prays for protection for the temple, and that God will lis- 
CAPITOL MEDICAL CENTER ten and heed the prayers of those who come to this place. He asks that 
(Quezon Ave. QC ) God listen from his heavenly dwelling place and grant pardon. God is far 
E Ў and other. 
UNIVERSMY HOSPITAL аш teaches where Gad s to be found and how we are to pray: We are 
(Cobu City) LORMA MEDICAL CENTER | | not to get caught in mere lip service, without reverence or truth, obeying 
Mommy Eva with Dr. Benigno Santi Ш { бап Fornando,La Union) | | commands with empty hearts and following dogmas of human beings 
страве ся 2 PHILIPPINE GENERAL HOSPITAL God is not interested in traitions/practces that replace what is truly 
FEEDBACK: For your views and inquiries, kindly cut this coupon and sand to: (Manlia) worship of God. God wants reverence and total sacrifice of our hearts and 
Gone Go4 Prestige Towo? Emerald Ave, Ortigas complex Pasig City. CALAMBA MEDICAL CENTER lives, and obedience to the Word. 
(Calamba, Laguna) Claretian Publications Inc, 8 Mayumi 56, UP Village, Diliman, Que- 
DAVAO DOCTORS HOSPITAL zon City UP PO. Box 4, Diliman, 1101 Quezon City; Te: 921-3984; Fax: 
(Davao City) 921.7429: Email: cci@clare.org; Websites: hitep://www bible. 
MOTHER TERESA of CALCUTTA рте! оте (Claretian Publications Inc) & hup://missionaries.claret.org 
MEDICAL CENTER (Clarets in the Philippines) 
City of San Fernando, Pami 
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By Nelson E Flores 


THE SANDIGANBAYAN HAS ORDERED THE 
Presidential Commission on Good Govern- 
ment and the Department of Budget and 
Management to return immediately the cash 
‘and jewelry they seized 20 years ago from the 
alleged mistress of the Army commanding 
general during the Marcos regime. 

їп a five age reso- 
lution promulgated on 
Јал. 25, the antigraft 
Courts First Division 
ordered the retum of 
Elizabeth Dimaano's 
assets which included 
cash of P2.87 million 
and $50,000 and vari- 
ош pieces of jewelry 
айг the Supreme 
Court dismissed on Ju- 
ly 24, 2003 the cases 
filed against her and 
Gen. Josephus Ramas. 

The — dismissal 
came after Ramas 
and Dimaano chal- 
lenged the PCGG's 
authority to file for- 
feiture cases before 
the high court. 

The SC held that 
the PCGG had over- 
stepped its mandate 
in filing the cases. 

Records showed the 
government filed graft 
and forfeiture cases 
against Ramas and Di- 
maano in 1986 to re- 


HOLD- 


CASH CONTROL 


MONEY SAFE 


A must for food & retail 
stores with absentee owners 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Gov't told to return cash, 
gems seized 20 years ago 


DimaanothenwenttotheBureauofTreasu p 


to daim her assets but was told the money had 
been transferred to the Bangko Sentral ng Pilip- 
inas because the old bills had been demonetized. 

Due to some confusion in the transfer of the 
money, Dimaano's funds ended up in the gov- 
ernment's General Fund. 

Accordingly, the Bureau of Treasury said it 
would not be able to release the money with- 
out clearance from the PCGG. 


ОР! 


NIGHT DEPOSITORY 


For businesses dealing in 
large amounts of cash 


ATENEO ВЕ MANILA UNIVERSITY GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 
——— —————— 


Center for Continuing Education 


E en 
Fon 23 - May 13, 2006 


A comprehensive executive program designed to prepare 
managers for higher level roles by: 


* Strengthening fundamental management skills 

* Improving supervisory and team building 
proficiencies 

* Heightening creative, strategic, and analytical 
thinking . 


Lay the groundwork for your success and find out why 
hundreds of managers consider Leadership and 
Management Development Program as one of the best 
investments they have ever made. 


l 
Program content: People Management for Competitive 
Advantage, Appreciating Financial Statements, Problem- 
Solving and Decision-Making, Corporate Creativity, 
Marketing Management, Financial Management, Macro- 
Economics, Business Ethics, Total Quality Management, 


Leadership and Change, and Strategic Thinking. 


Basic Human Resources Management 
for Line Managers 
February 15-17 


Finance 101 
February 20-24 


Sales Forecasting Techniques 
February 22-23 


Techniques of Financial Analysis 
March6-10 


36th Treasury Certification Program 
‘March 6-21 


Service Quality Management : 
March 


Coaching and Counseling - 
March8-10 - 


МРЗ - Mastering the + 
Principles of Composition, 
Public Speaking, and 
Presentation Skills, 
March 13-15 2, 


Learning the Art of Negotiation 
March 14-15 „t 


‘The Advanced Executive Assistant 
‘March 15-17. - 
International Trade Centre's v». 

Inventory Management 

~ Магсп21-24 


cover alleged ill-gotten 
wealth they supposed- 
ly acquired through 
their close association 
with Marcos. 

In March 2005, the 
Sandiganbayan ог 
dered the retum of the 
cash and jewelry 
seized from Dimaano. 

Government 
lawyers filed a mo- 
tion for reconsidera- 
tion but were over- 
ruled in a resolution 
dated Aug. 1, 2005. 


* Allows deposit of envelope or money bag m В 
Provided with anti-fishing device е аа, pecu] i 
* Anchors to fix sale on'fioor For inquiries and reservation, сай: March 27-31 

* Dual locking - key lock and combination lock 


Kharen Кайоѕа * Marleth Calanog i 
DON'T CHANCE IT. PROTECH IT. 


830.2050 • 840.1742 Management Skllis ^ 
PROTECTION TECHNOLOGY, INC. 


for Field Sales Managers , ' 
March29-31 

Physical Security Equipment  (www.protech.com.ph) 

‘Dano OFFICE: 


netus may chango wire ror nolo. 
Pose ctc s lor regular updates, . 


ceu OFF: 

Escano St co Don Maro 

Oa St, Сар Ste Cetu Ciy 
SOM 


Ateneo Center for Continuing Education 
130 HV Dela Costa St, Salcedo Village, Makati City 1200 Philippines 
830.2050 + 810.7809 * cce-abib@aps.ateneo.edu * www.cce.ateneo.edu 


brand is your career advantage. 


A system that can cure 
OVERWEIGHT, CELLULITE, 
BAD SKIN, BODY & FACIAL 
problems. 


It’s called BODY METRICS! 


5 EREE 
PERSONAL STRAINING 


FREE 


РЕВ 


E X7 “MEDICAL SUPERVISION AT ALL сата, 


Arturo Guerrero CREDIT CARD OPTIONS AT 0%. 
Lost 35 Ibs of fat. FIRST 25 SLOTS. | 


Per ETENCR Permit өзтат. Serien ct 2006. | 


*SAVINGS А APPLY TO FULL Sa 


ESOP OE ROCF 


Ba 
SDA] ANCES 
AEROBICS* 


|| OTHER TREATMENTS: 
| « MESOTHERAPY "AQUAMID 
aSKIN WHITENING "BOTOX 
("RESTYLANE "PERLANE 
| -LASER ACNE TREATMENT 
(ART REMOVAL FACIAL 


EMI NEM [bw fem. l E | шы 
| FITNESS & SKIN HOTLINE 8873533 MOBILE Q9 1-SLIMMERS 546627 
<= 4. NL. ш w»-- 


ALABANG BINONDO CALOOCAN CEBU GREENHILLS LEGASPI VILL. 
GemmaNvendy Thekmallannah  Roda/Olve валу Eleanoruvy аппа Daspwnare 
2F RCBC Bldg.  3F Regina 6 Panorama Basement 182 27F Atlanta Ctr. GF Zeta Bldg. GF Adnatico Square 
июен. Gordent Вад. Rizal Ave. Ауда Семег  KilAnnapolis Sakedo St. Adratco Manila 
809-0396 242-1312 365-7653 2313254 726-6505 893-8935 536-0019 


OT MASQUE 
тіп and inch loss. 


зору, eH a 
Lose 1,000 calories- 
while you relax. 


DIAMOND ULTRAPEEL 


wwwslimmersworld.com.ph ^ — inquireGslimmersworld.com.ph 


MALATE MEGAMALL PASAY ROAD PASIG SM NORTH Peest TRAFALGAR 
Gina/Maureen Cher/Maan. Lone/Dino ‘Mitch, nna 

Zi. ОТБА, anani Ae. Hanes do: этте шке 28°Taldgx гыз 
wig А онат? Пассау Queron city” Вей наан HV dela Cota 
Unius 88718380 "651.5333" 9295429 2526514 810-0138 
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Willie may be liable as show host-DOJ 


‘From page Al 


responsible for the disaster. 
"I think we have а strong 
; enough case. Death is proof of lia- 
"bility" he said, adding that the 
Department of Justice was con- 
© sidering filing a class suit against 
the organizers but that this would 
be done only if a victim or the 
families of those killed would ini- 
tiate the filing of a case. 


Proximate cause 

Аз for Revillame, Gonzalez 
said it did not help that the 
show's organizers had admitted 
that the comedian had taken the 
“responsibility of getting the 
prizes, the sponsors, ete.” for the 
show. 

“He may still have (a liability) 
because there is a wide applica- 
tion of the principle of proximate 
cause. What is the proximate 
cause of the stampede? It was be- 
cause there was a show like that | — "I 

. and eventually the prizes," he 
said. 

“The gathering itself is the 
proximate cause, that's where the 
negligence of organizers will 
come in," he said. 

Legally, a proximate cause is 
defined as that which, in the nat- 
ural and ordinary sequence of 
events, unbroken by new and in- 
dependent causes, produces the 
event which would otherwise not 
have occurred. 

Не said the producers or orga- 
nizers should have prepared for 
all eventualities. 


who 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 
Entertainment. 


“1AMJUSTATV HOST." 

Thus spoke comedian Willie 
Revillame when asked about the 
government probe into last 
weekends deadly stampede 
that killed 74 people scrambling 
to get inside the PhilSports Are- 
na (formerly Ultra) to watch the 
popular 
"Wowowee." 

The probe team is expected to 
submit its findings to Mala- 
cafiang today. 

In phone interviews on Sun- 
day and yesterday, Revillame 
said he could not understand 
the people who pinned the 
blame on him and ABS-CBN. 


isms," he said in Filipino. “I 
want to give more importance to 
the people who were hurt or 


will happen if I listen to in- 
trigues. I just wish these critics 
will think of the victims in- 
stead.” 

He said he also couldn't fath- 
om comments that game shows 
encouraged a “culture of mendi- 
cancy' and made poor people 
dependent on dole-outs. 

“We are not exploiting peo- 
ples poverty" Revillame insist- 
ed. "This is reality We cannot 


‘We are not exploiting people's poverty' 


toy with people's lives. 

"What do they want us to do? 
Tell the country's poor people to 
do drugs instead? To steal? In 
our own little way, we are help- 
ing the government. Every day, 
jobless Filipinos have made a ca- 
reer out of joining our game 
show. Is it a sin to give people 
hope? Is ita crime to give away 
P1 million? Is it wrong to raffle 
offa house and lot?" 

He corrected conflicting re- 
ports on the prizes at stake for 
the show's first anniversary. 

“No, its not true that raffle 
tickets were to be given to the 
first 300 people, he said. "But 
300 contestants would be chosen 
that day their names to be drawn. 
that day. It’s just sad that they 
were ina rush to get tickets." 


that da 


game show 


success." 


don't bother with criti- 


The prizes 

He admitted that he had 
worked hard to solicit the 
prizes: P1 million in cash and a 
house and lot for an audience 
member and a home partner, а 
jeepney and three taxi cabs. 

“I approached different com- 
panies for the additional prizes 
like WL Foods (for the home 
partners cash prize and jeep- 
ney), Globe Asiatic (for the 
house and lot) and Black Beauty 
Shampoo (for the taxi cabs)," he 
said. "We also raised $17,000 


lost loved ones. Nothing 


figure. 


show. 


from TFC (The Filipino Chan- 
nel) subscribers, which was to 
be converted to pesos. We 
planned to raffle off P20,000 to 
different audience members 


Revillame added: 
true that the first 50 audience 
members were assured of 
P10,000. There would still be а 
raffle to be held throughout the 
show. Different people helped 
and pooled their resources to 
make this anniversary show a 


A devastated comedian 
Instead of а celebration, the 
anniversary show turned into а 
nightmare, said Revillame. 
“Devastated” was how friend 
and former manager Wyngard 
‘Tracy described Revillame. 
"When he guested on another 
ABS-CBN show, "The Buzz,” a 
day after the incident, the usual- 
ly glib and gregarious Revillame 
Bad been turned into a sobbing 


He even hinted that he 
might not have the strength to 
continue hosting the game 


He still sounded shaken when 
he spoke to the INQUIRER. 

“I am really depressed,” he 
said. “Until now, what happened 
has yet to sink in. I keep asking 


tims. Not the show.” 


“їз not _74dreamers 


lies. 


provinces.” 


heart, Тат not happy" 


the show, he said. 


He 


with the families.” 


myself: Is this real? Why did it 
happen? I can't face people. But 
life must go on. Right now, I 
‘want to concentrate on the vic- 


He said he was devoting the 
entire week to the victims fami- 


“Т want to visit the families of 
the 74 people who died,” he 
said. "We now call them the 74 
dreamers. I will try to go to all of 
them. I might even go to Iloilo, 
Cagayan de Oro and other 


Thats why he is taking a 
one-week leave from his hosting 
chores on the show, he said. 

“I cannot block my feelings,” 
he said. "I cannot entertain peo- 
ple every day when, deep in my 


No, he is not resigning from 


“It’s just one week. But I 
might extend my vacation, de- 
pending on how I feel.” 
said his bosses at 
ABS-CBN assured him that he 
could take his time to recover. 
“They told me we should talk 
first, that I might need counsel- 
ing or whatever. І need to weigh 
everything carefully. But my pri- 
ority right now is to spend time 


of tickets to the show might 
have caused the crowd to rush 
the gate in a desperate attempt 
togetin. 

Ruel Lasala, NBI-National Cap- 
ital Region chief, said: "Unlike 
other events where people buy 
tickets beforehand, Wowowee or- 
ganizers gave away the tickets at 
the venue itself.” 

Witnesses said the crowd 
rushed to the gate when organiz- 
ers began giving out the tickets, 
NBLNCR executive обсег 
Rosauro Bautista said. 

“A contract between ABS-CBN 
and Ultra management showed 
that the former' security person- 
mel would be responsible for 
crowd control,” Bautista said. 


Senate probe. 

Administration Sen. Miriam 
Defensor-Santiago filed a resolu- 
Чоп yesterday calling for an 
quiry into the criminal and civil 
abilities of the broadcast network 
and its officials. 

“It appears from the initial 
DILG investigation that there was 
inexcusable lack of precaution on. 
the part of the firm ABS-CBN and 
its security officers," she said їп 
her resolution. 

Santiago also sought a transfer 
of the investipation from the 
DILG to the Department of Jus- 
tice to avoid a conflict of interest. 

She pointed out that incoming 
Interior Secretary Rep. Ronaldo 
Puno was the brother of Regis 
Puno, ABS-CBN's lawyer in the 
stampede incident. 


Primary responsibility 

According to Gonzalez, pro- 
ducers of the game show could 
face charges of reckless impru- 
dence resulting in multiple homi- 
cide, multiple injury and damage, 
but he declined to pinpoint the 
extent of the liability pending the 
result ofthe fact-finding inquiry. 

Reckless imprudence is pun- 
ishable by six months and one 
day to six years and one day at its 
minimum, or six years to 12 years 
imprisonment. A fine may also be 
fixed by the court 

Asked who had primary re- 
sponsibility for the stampede, 
Gonzalez replied: ‘At the outset, 
you'd think first of the organizers. 
Who are the ones who organized 
and who have control over the 
show? If they are the proximate 
cause, they should be held li- 
able.” 


where 


people 


"In situations of this nature, 
gather, you can say 500 or 5,000 


have to consider the capacity (of 
the venue). ABS-CBN should 
have anticipated (the crowd). 
‘They have been planning this 
event for one week or so,” he 
added. 

Gonzalez said the organizers 
acted in “bad faith” because they 
could have held the show in a big- 
ger venue to accommodate their 
live audience or they could have 
told people that they could no 
longer be allowed in. 


Unruly crowd 
As for those who blamed the 
unruly crowd for the stampede, 
he said: “That is not an excuse 
. because ABS-CBN assumed 


the responsibility (for) crowd 
control within the perimeter 
which was given to them in the 
permit given by the local gov- 
ernment.” 

‘Addressing the question of 
negligence, Corpus said: 
you're somebody responsible 
(over a particular event) and you 
fail to act on certain precaution- 
ary measures, or you fail to use 
your foresight to prevent (an ac- 
cident from happening), that can 
be a basis for criminal negli- 
gence.” 

However, Corpus would not 
say if the organizers were guilty 
of unlawful carelessness since 
making that statement would 
preempt the DOJ's part of the 
probe. 

"That would be preempting 
the prosecutors of the DOJ,” he 


people are expected to 


will be attending, you 


number. 


merly Ultra). 


Bunye: Don’t blame stampede on GMA 


Frompage Al 

Church and the government for 
poverty? How come during much big- 
ger events, such as the congregation 
of El Shaddai, where thousands at- 
tend, they are properly managed by 
their leaders? Nothing happens like 
that.” 

“We would like to remind the peo- 
ple not to carry the issue too far,” he 
added. 

On the appointment of Antipolo Rep. 
Ronaldo Puno to the Department of the 
Interior and Local Government, Ermita 
said Puno would take over the post only 
after the DILG had completed its probe 
ofthe "Wowowee" tragedy. 

"Two of Puno's brothers are top exec- 
utives of ABS-CBN. 


Bizarre side 

The stampede revealed what a police 
officer said was a “bizarre side” of the 

ino psyche. 

Director Vidal Querol, chief of the 
National Capital Region Police Office, 
said that an hour after the deadly 
stampede, he saw hundreds of people 
still wanting to get into the venue, 
even though they could see the bodies 
sprawled on the sidewalk. 

“The dead were there, some 20 of 
them, ined up on one side of the street. 
‘There were also about 10 bodies further 
down, but the people still did not want 
to go home. It was bizarre,” Querol 
said. 

“They were unnerved and unmind- 

иш,” he added. 


"EAT, my friends, have some water,” Rosalina Morales, 55, yells as she sprinkles 
water and leaves noodles at the site where some of her friends died during 
Saturday's stampede outside the PhilSports Arena. 


p 


The "normal" reaction would have Atone point, Querol did tell the peo- 


been to cry in despair at the madness of ple to go home. 
itall and then go home, he said. 


But they held up their hands, showed 


told the Ingumes. 

Citing what happened, he said: 
"The crowd was already restless, 
agitated. (The organizers) should 
have coordinated efforts regard- 
ing crowd control, this time in- 
volving the police.” 


Initial findings 

He said the initial findings 
showed that there were indeed 
coordination meetings regarding 
crowd control but that no contin- 
gency plans were made for when 
the crowd grew to an enormous 


Still, he said, those behind the 
program could have come up 
with a plan when the unexpected 
number of people turned up out- 
side the PhilSports Arena (for- 


“The crowds swelled from Fri- 


day night to early Saturday morn- 
ing. Even during that time, you 
could come up with contingency 
plans to deal with the amount of 


people,” he said. 


cafiang today. 


Corpus said that with an ex- 
pected crowd of at least 30,000, 
the organizers should have рге- 
pared for a worst-case scenario. 

While it was the DOJ that would 
pursue the criminal aspect of the in- 
vestigation, the National Telecom- 
munications Commission would be 
given a copy of the panels report 
“for the administrative aspect,” if 
there would be any he said. 


NBI version 


The National Bureau of Inves- 
tigation said the limited number 


him their tickets, and protested, he 
said. 

"I told them to go home, that the pro- 
gram had been canceled. They said; 
"No, we won't, we have tickets." 

“More than (70) people are dead, 
and they were still hanging on to their 
tickets,” he said. 

While Querol could not offer an an- 
‘swer as to why the people wanted the 
show to go on despite the tragedy, he 
surmised that it was the chance to win 
some money which made them react 
that way. 

He likened the show to a pilgrimage, 
and the people the pilgrims. Once they 
had arrived at their destination, it 
would have been very difficult to turn 
them away. 

A Catholic Church group said the 
stampede only showed the “great dis- 
crepancy of our publicly professed 
macroeconomic success vis-a-vis the 
plight of our poor Filipino compatri- 
оз.” 

“We need to get our act together in 
addressing this concern lest we see this 
event to occur once again,” said the 
Parish Pastoral Council for Responsible 
Voting (PPCRV), the church poll 
watchdog made up of volunteers na- 
tionwide. 

Its board of advisers include Arch- 
bishops Gaudencio Rosales of Manila 
and Leonardo Legaspi of Caceres, and 
Bishops Teodoro Bacani, Dinualdo 
Gutierrez, Gabriel Reyes and Ramon 
Villena. With a report from Christian 
V Esguerra 


Medical tourism plan offers Filipino massage 


From page Al 

feature of major hospitals in 
Metro Manila to lure more for- 
eigners to its medical tourism 
i program. 

A 2,500-square-meter complex 
at the East Avenue Medical Cen- 
ter is scheduled for a facelift to 
house a new Institute for Pilipino 
Massage, as well as a health and 
wellness center, by October, ac- 
‘cording to Health Undersecretary 
Jade del Mundo. 


^ 5 


‘The institute will be the main 
facility promoting indigenous Fil- 
ipino massage therapies to both 
local and foreign patients. The 
centers will highlight traditional 
and alternative health care, such 
as herbal medicine, 
and chiropractic medicine. 
Later on, Del Mundo said, oth- 
er government hospitals would 
house similar institutes and cen- 
ters under the medi. 
program. Private hospitals would 


also be encouraged to follow suit, 
hesaid. 

"The goal is to market our own 
brand of health care,” he told the 
Iugumen in an interview. 

‘The construction of the new 
centers will be another strategy in. 
the promising local medical 
tourism program from which the 
government is expecting to earn 
$300 million (P15.6 billion) in its 
maiden year. 


“The 
'uropathy 


1 tourism 


like India and Thailand, that began 
their respective programs in the late 
1990s, recorded their highest annual 
revenue of $600 million (P31.2 bil- 
lion) only ast year 
prospects are really 
promising for the Philippines,” he 
said, noting Filipino health profes- 
sionals’ expertise and good com- 
mand of the English language. 
Part of the program is an ag- 
gressive marketing of the Filipino 
Del Mundo said industry leaders, hilot (massage) primarily using 


Mindanao. 


The Corpus panel is expected 
to submit its report to Mala- 


Ermita welcomed ABS-CBN's 
efforts to help the families of the 
victims but hinted that it might 
not be enough. 

“Tread in the newspapers how 
they are doing their best to ex- 
tend their help to those affected. 
We should give them credit for 
that. But the other liabilities of le- 
gal and criminal, that is some- 
thing that we should await rec- 
ommendation," he said. 

Ermita would not say if he be- 
lieved the ABS-CBN management 
was liable for the tragedy. 

“I was the one who signed the 
memorandum order to the NDCC 
(National Disaster Coordinating 
Council) to investigate the inci- 
dent and it would be premature. 
to answer that. We just have to 
wait for the results of the report," 
he said. With reports from Gil C. 
Cabacungan Jr., Margaux C. Or- 
tiz and TJ Burgonio 


350 lose jobs 
daily, says group 
By Blanche S. Rivera. 


AROUND 350 FILIPINOS LOSE THEIR 
jobs everyday, adding to the more than 
2.6 million the government says are al- 
ready unemployed. Some 20 million peo- 
ple аге homeless and more than two mil- 
lion children aged five and below are 
malnourished. 

‘The urban poor group Katipunan ng 
Damayang Mahihirap (Kadamay) yes- 
terday came out with the statistics to 
show the overwhelming poverty that 
drove thousands of people to the 
Philsports Arena (formerly Ultra) on 
Saturday to watch a televised game 
show that turned into a massive 
tragedy. 

Kadamay said that up to 75,834 fami- 
lies had lost their homes in demolitions 
and fires whose causes remained suspi- 
cious or unexplained. 

About 14,000 vendors all over the 
metropolis have either been driven out of 
their spaces or had their stalls demol- 
ished by the Metropolitan Manila Devel- 
‘opment Authority, the group claimed. 

Kadamay said that 350 people are laid 
off from work daily, citing a study by the 
Ecumenical institute for Labor Education 
and Research. t claimed the unemployed 
population stood at 4.8 million. 

The National Statistics Office placed the 
unemployment figure at 2.6 million, and 
the number of malnourished Filipino chil- 
dren below five years old at 2.1 million, 


virgin coconut oil, he said. 


Indigenous massage 

Оп April 18-19, the govern- 
ment will hold the Philippine In- 
digenous Massage Festival at the 
Manila Pavilion Hotel, showcas- 
ing nine indigenous techniques 
that represent Luzon, Visayas and 


Participants will be selected 
from regional competitions initi- 
ated by the DOH, Del Mundo said. 


Representatives of each group 
would then be tapped as instruc- 
tors of people seeking jobs at the 
planned government spas and 
wellness centers in hospitals, he 
said. 

Del Mundo said the different 
forms of indigenous massage and 
their practitioners would sub- 
scribe to a manual and code of 
ethics for hilot and herbolaryo 
(herbologist) which would be de- 
veloped during the festival. 
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Philippine Society of Hypertension & Philippine Lipid Society 
Joint 11th Annual Convention 


"Bridging the Gap Between the Science and Clinical Practice in the. 


Management of Hypertension and Dyslipidemia" 


February 9 - 11, 2006 
EDSA Shangri-La Hotel, Mandaluyong City 


Experts tackle clinical application 
of new advances in hypertension 
and dyslipidemia 


debate on the metabolic syndrome, a pre- 
convention workshop on essential figures. 
and normal values which all practicing 
doctors should know, and an interactive 


ifs Award and the PLS-Pfizer Re- 
search Award will also be presented and 
the winners announced, During the clos- 
imp ceremonies, nine members who the problem is through a holistic and # 
lay forum. "ave completed all requirements and comprehensive approach. 

(Original and unpublished research passed the qualifying exams willbecon- Dr. Esperanza 1. Cabral, overall 
‘works on hypertension and dyslipi- ferred the title of Hypertension Special- chairperson of the organizing commit- 
demia. some of which have been sup- ist. tee, said there are numerous develop 
ported by the PSH and PLS, will be pre- monts and advances in the fields of hy- 
sented in poster sessions daily. pertension and lipidology that can help * 

More than 50 locpures by the coun- medical professionals in the effort to 
нуз leading experts on hypertension, manage, control and prevent hyperten- 
dyslipidemia and tbe metabolic syn- sion and dyslipidemia. 
drome will be delivered in what promis- For convention inquiries and regis- 
s to be a very informative meeting of tration, intrested physicians and health- 
the country’s medical practitioners and care professionals may call the PSH- 
healthcare professionals who treat pa- PLS Secretariat at 631-7970 or 687- 
tients with hypertension and dystipi- 7073. Registration on-site will be ac- 
demia. commodated but delegates are advised 

“The finalists of the PSH-Theraphar- to register beforehand to avoid the long, 
ma Yolando Q.M Sulit Young Investiga- queue on opening day. 


Ensure health, well-being 
and empower the people-Pres. GMA 


by hypertension and dyslipidemia are 
getting bigger and more complex. They 
recommend that the best way to address 


More than 1,500 delegates are ex- 
pected to attend the convention which 
has become a melting pot of various 
"medical specialists (cardiologists, en- 
docrinologisss, diabetologists, nephrol- 
ogists, neurologists, general internists, 
family physicians, nutritionists, cit.) 
who are all involved in treating the com- 
plex problems which hypertension and 
dyslipidemia cause. 

Dr. Nelson S. Abelardo, PSH presi 
dent and Dr. Mary Anne Lim Abrahan, 
PLS president, aid the problems posed 


NelsonS.Abelardo,MD Mary Anne VA Lim-Abrahan, MD Esperanza I. Cabral, МО 


President President Overall Chairperson 
Philippine Society of Hypertension Philippine Lipid Society ‘Mth Joint PSH-PLS Convention 


The problems posed by hypertension and dyslipidemia are getting bigger and more 
complex requiring a holistic and comprehensive approach. New developments can 
help medical professionals in a more effective effort to manage, control and prevent 
these risk factors. 


Medical exports from various special- 
ties will tackle new developments in hy- 
pertension and cholesterol problems or 
dyslipidemia, which are the major risk 
factors that cause heart stacks and strokes 
in the country. This will be the major fo- 
cus of discussion during the 11th Joint 


Annual Convention of the Philippine So- 
ciety of Hypertension (PSH) and Philip- 
pine Lipid Society PLS) 

“The convention is organized in coop- 
eration with 22 ofthe countrys top med- 
ical societies and professional health or- 
ganizations 


The convention includes lectures and 
discussions on the latest advances in the 
‘management of hypertension and dyslipi- 
emia and its prevention. The scientific 
program consisting of throe plenary lec- 
tures, 11 simultaneous symposia, 10 saist- 
"ie lunch and dinner symposia, a grand 


Lak Stone 


уы” 


Modesto O. Llamas, MD :? | 


Aiming beyond numbers, visceral fat 
and CVD prevention in women 


Three plenary lectures, to be deli 

cred by three of the country's leading au- 
thorties on the subject, will address im- 
portant issues in hypertension and dys- 
lipidenia. 

Dr. Romeo Divinagracia, professor in 
Medicine and Cardiology at the UER- 
MMC and an incumbent officer of the 
Philippine Society of Hypertension, will 
present his dissertation entitled "Нурег- 
tension and Dyslipidemia: Are they just 
тиле?" Dr. Mary Anne Lim-Abra- 
han, president of the Philippine Lipid 
Society, will lecture on "Visceral Fat in 
"Typo 2 Diabetes Mellitus, Dyslipidemia. 
and Cardiovascular Disease”. Dr. Esper- 
anza Cabral, immediate past president of 
the Philippine Society of Hypertension 
and current Ist vice-president of the 
Philippine Lipid Society, wil tackle the 
important topic of "Cardiovascular Risk 
Management in Women: Better Late 
than Never" 

‘According to Dr. Divinagracia, a break- 
through in the treatment of atherosclerotic 
cardiovascular disease came with the es- 
tablishment of the relationship between 


Francisco T. Duque ЇЇ, MD, MSC. 
Secretary of Health 
Department of Health 
0, we sok to work with medical profes- 
sionals, such as your group, in order to 
protect the health of our people; she 

sid 

Health secreary Francisco T. Duque, 
MD and PMA president Modesto O. Lla- 
mas, MD, have also joined President Ar- 
Toyo in sending congratulatory messages 
tothe PSH-PLS, 

"I commend both your organizations 
for the noble purpose of continuously 
cducang and training your members 
through scientific sessions and research 
which greatly improve the treatment and. 
management of various diseases in the 
country,” Secretary Duque said. He, has, 
also exhorted the members of the PSH- 


President 


President 
Republic ofthe Philippines 


Philippine Medical Associaton | 
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
has exhorted the Philippine Society of 
Hypertension and Philippine Lipid Soci- 
ety to support her goal to give our less 
fortunate countrymen access to quality 
health and medical services. 

"By ensuring the health and well-be- 
ing of our people, we аго empowering, 
them to be productive and effective 
stakeholders in nation-building.” the 
president stated in her message to the 
PSH-PLS. 

President Arroyo added that while we 
have gains in health service delivery dur- 
ing the past years, we arc sill looking 
forward to do more and invest more t0 
safeguard our people's health. "In doing 


PLS to work with the health sector to de» 
liver a more effective healthcare system.»!» | 
Dr. Llamas has commended the mul: ў 
tisectoral network and collaboration, 
which the PSH and PLS have initiated to 
carryout projects which address the pre- 
vention of hypertension and dysiipi= 
demia including research undertakings. 
"Itis heartening that with the growth and * 
development in healthcare, your organi- 
zations are bringing in new knowledge 
that ean be shared to our colleagues in. 
improving their practice in order to alley it 
viato these lifestyle-related diseases a 
feeting our countrymen," Dr. Llamas. 


эй. 


contol of hypertension and dyslipidemia 
with drugs, and the associated reduction in 
clinical outcomes. Different chasses of 
drugs have been developed which not only 
reduced the blood pressure and cholesterol 
“numbers” but possessed other pharmaco- 
logical properties that helped reduce the 
progression, if not reverse the atheroscle- 
тойс pathologic process. "Tis conse- 
quently resulted in better clinical out 
comes" Dr Divinagracia says. 

Dr. Lim-Abrahan will present scien- 
tfi data correlating visceral or intra-sb- 
dominal fat with diabetes, cholesterol 
problems and cardiovascular disease. 
"Most type 2 diabetic patients are over- 
weight or obese and have too much би in 
the abdomen,” says Dr. Lim-Abrahan. 
‘She expleins that diabetics have exces- 
sive fat deposition in muscle, liver and. 
visceral fat tissues compromising their 
bility to store triglycerides, which is an- 
‘other form of fat. This then leads to in- 
sulin resistance in the muscle and liver; 
and coupled with the reduced secretion 
of insulin from the pancreas, elevated 
‘blood sugar or diabetes develops. 


"The good news is that these dys- 
functional fat cells can be converted 
‘back to healthy fat cells," Dr. Lim-Abra- 
han says. She will bs expounding on this 
during her plenary lecture. 

Dr. Cabral raises the alarm for the in- 
creasing prevalence of heart disease and 
stroke among Filipino women. She 
laments that a focus on heart disease and 
stroke in women is lacking and our na- 
tional capacity to respond to the cardio- 
vascular epidemic has been woefully in- 
adequate. "It is important to deal with 
these scourges and remember that there 
ме nearly 50,000 women who die each 
year from heart disease and stroke,” says 
Dr. Cabral. 

Dr. Cabral, who is also curently the 
chair of the Council for Cardiovascular 
Prevention in Women of the Philippine 
Heart Association, stresses that tht we 
must strongly address the sociocconom- 
бе factors, together with adverse com- 
mercial interests that are largely respon- 
sible for unhealthy diets, tobacco smok- 
ing and physical inactivity among 
Filipino women. 
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The Organizing Committee of the PSH & PLS expresses sincere 
gratitude to the following cooperating societies / organizations 
and companies for their support to its Joint 11th Convention. 
Department of Health (DOH) Philippine College of Occupational 
‘Asian Union for Microcirculation Medicine (PCOM) 

(АШМ -Philippine Chapter) Philippine Association for the Study 
Philippine Heart Association (PHA) ‘of Overweight and Obesity (PASOO) 
Philippine Society of Endocrinology Institute for Studies on Diabetes 

‘and Metabolism (PSEM) Foundation, nc. (ISDF) 

Philippine Diabetes Association (PDA) Philippine Nurses Association (PNA) 

Stroke Society ofthe Philippines (SSP) Occupational Health Nurses Association 
Philippine Society of Nephrology (PSN) of the Philippines (OHNAP) 

Philippine Neurological Association (PNA) Food and Nutrition Research Institute (FNRI) 


Philippine Society of Vascular Surgeons (PSVS) 
Philippine Academy of Family Physicians (PAFP) 
Philippine Association of Government Medical 
Practitioners, Inc. (PAGMPI) 
Philippine Association of Military 
Surgeons (PAMS) 
Philippine Academy of Physicians In School 
Health, Inc. (PAPSHI) 
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Nutritionist Dietitians Association 
ofthe Philippines (NDAP) 
Philippine Health Social Science 
Association (PHSSA) 
Philippine Association of Medical 
Technologists (PAMET) 
Philippine Physical Therapy Association (PPTA), 
Philippine Medical Association (PMA) 4 
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uslim outrage 
over cartoons rises 


BEIRUT, LEBANON—LEBANON APOLOGIZED MON- 
day to Denmark after thousands of rampaging Muslim 
demonstrators set fire to its diplomatic mission in Beirut 
in the most violent of escalating worldwide rage by Mus- 
lims over caricatures of the Prophet Muhammad. 


Опе demonstrator was killed and 
four were wounded Monday after police 
opened fire during protests that erupted 
across Afghanistan against the cartoons. 

Police opened fire when protesters 
started throwing stones in a second day 
of demonstrations by about 1,000 peo- 
ple im easem Laghman province, 
provincial information director Hamraz 
Nangarhari said 

Five people were wounded including 
the-man who died in hospital in the 
nearby city of Jalalabad, local doctor 
Mohammad Farid said. 

"Thousands of people marched in sev- 
eral cities in Afghanistan, including the 
capital Kabul, to denounce the cartoons 
which Muslims say are blasphemous. 

At least 15 people were killed in 
‘Afghanistan in May last year in protests 
that erupted after US magazine 
Newsweek reported that the Koran had 
been disrespectfully treated at a US de- 
tention facility in Guantanamo Bay, Cu- 
ba. 

Lebanon Information Minister Ghazi 
Aridi said early Monday that the govem- 
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ment had unanimously "rejected and 
condemned the acts of riots... that 
harmed Lebanon's reputation and its 
civilized image and the noble aim of the. 
demonstration." 

"The Cabinet apologizes to Den- 
mark,” Aridi said. 

‘Atleast опе person died, 30 were in- 
jured—half of them security offi- 
'cials—and about 200 people were de- 
tained in the violence Sunday, officials 
said, Prime Minister Fuad Saniora said 
the arrested included 76 Syrians, 35 
Palestinians and 38 Lebanese. 

"The interior minister, who is responsi- 
ble for the police force that failed to stop 
the protesters, submitted his resignation 
at the session. The parliamentary oppo- 
sition and even some Cabinet colleagues 
of Interior Minister Hassan Sabei had 
demanded he step down, but the gov- 
emment appeared divided, saying it on- 
"took note" of the resignation offer 

The government also called for a 
speedy investigation. 

"The Beirut violence came a day after 
violent protests in neighboring Syria, in- 


Wem Poad, Fon Borac, 1200 Tagu Cy, Pines 
PNOC РО Bora 102 MCPO Tet Nos 802000110 47/ 885-1820 Fax No. 040-1575 


cluding the buming of the Danish mis- 
sion there. The United States accused 
the Syrian government of backing the 
protests in Lebanon and Syria. 

‘Thousands also took to the streets 
Sunday elsewhere in the Muslim world 
and parts: of Europe, including some 
3,000 Afghans who bumed a Danish 
flag and demanding that the editors at 
Jyllands-Posten—which originally pub- 
lished the cartoons—be prosecuted for 
blasphemy. Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai urged forgiveness. 

In Malaysia, an editor at a small 
newspaper on remote Boreo Island re- 
signed for reprinting the caricatures 
and, ina statement Monday, the Sunday 
“Tribune newspaper apologized and ex- 
pressed “profound regret over the unau- 
thorized publication.” 

The Islamic Army in Iraq, a key group 
in the insurgency fighting US-led and 
Iraqi forces, posted a second Internet 
statement Sunday calling for violence 
against citizens of countries where the 
caricatures have been published. 

In Beirut, the attack on the Danish 
mission took on a sectarian dimension 
їп this mixed Muslim-Christian nation, 
which suffered a 1975-90 civil war 
Muslim extremists took over the streets 
inthe Christian Ashrafieh neighborhood 
where the Danish mission is located, 
wreaking havoc on property for about 
three hours. AP/AFP 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND ТО BID 

J| мос. Energy Development Corporation (PNOC-EDC) invites interested contractor: 

o apply lor eligibility and to bi forthe project 
2006-2008 WAREHOUSE RENTAL FOR PNOC-EDC 
EDC 05-213 
‘The Approved Budget is P16,099,600.00 chargeable against PNOC-EDC fund. The 
contract duration is 2 years 
Application Forms for Eligibility and Bid Documents may be secured from the PNOC 
EDC Contracts Adminisiralion Group (clo А.А. Sison) staring January 31, 2006 
‘upon payment of a non-refundable fee of Pesos: Five Hundred (P500.00). 
For the purpose of clarilying certain issues, a pre-bid conference will be held on 
February 10, 2006, 10:00 am. at the BAC Conference Room, First Floor, Big. V 
at above address. 
Applications for Eligibility and sealed bids shall be received by the PNOC-EDC 
Contracts Administration Group al PNOC-EDC, 11 Floor Building 5, Fort Bonfaci. 
Taguig, Metro Mania, not later than 2:00 p.m. (Contracts Administration Group 
Office Wall Clock Time) of March 1, 2006 and shall be publicly opened immediately 
herealtr. 
NOC - EDC reserves ће right to reject any ог ай bids or parts tareol, lo waive any 
‘informally therein to abor the bidding process, (о accept such bids ог 0 award any 
gard wk ay tr "whose bid is considered most advantageous lo PNOC- 
С. 
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DAMASCUS, SYRIA—CROWDS SET FIRE ТО 
Danish and Norwegian missions in Damascus 
and storm the Danish Embassy in Beirut. Gun- 
‘men seize European offices in the Gaza Strip. 

The Middle East has for months been а 
powder keg of pent-up anti-Western anger 
over the war in Iraq and the Israeli-Palestini- 
an conflict, and the European publication of 
caricatures of the Prophet Muhammad seems 
to have been the spark that lit the fuse. 

But the genuine anger displayed by crowds 
in Syria, Lebanon, the Palestinian territories 
and Iraq also may have been exploited or in 
tensified by some Muslim countries in the re 
gion to settle scores with Western powers, ob- 
servers said. 

Syria and Iran face growing pressure from 
the Americans and the Europeans on the is- 
sues of foreign extremists infiltrating Iraq's 
borders and on Tehran's nuclear program. 
‘And Egypt, one of the first to publicly criticize 
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Editor Luverne В, Gueco 


HUNDREDS of Danes gathered in Copenhagen on Sunday to appeal for "peaceful dialogue" to 


resolve a row that has erupted over the publication of cartoons of the Prophet Muhammad. 


Danish government for funding critics of hu- 
‘man rights abuses. 

“This is an organized attempt to take advan- 
tage of Muslim anger for purposes that do not 
serve the interests of Muslims and Lebanon, but 
those of others beyond the border,” Lebanese 
Social Affairs Minister Nayla Mouawad, a Chris- 
tian, said Sunday after riots in Beirut. 

Syria blamed Denmark for the protests, 
criticizing the Scandinavian nation for refus- 
ing to apologize after the caricatures were 
first published in September in the Danish 
newspaper Jyllands-Posten. 

Denmark's Prime Minister Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen has said he personally disap- 
proves of the caricatures and any attacks on 
religion—but insisted he cannot apologize on 
behalf of his country’s independent press. 

"The caricatures, which have been republished 
recently in several European and New Zealand 
newspapers as a statement on behalf of a free 
press, provoked a genuine and deep anger 
among many Muslims as Islamic tradition for- 
bids any depiction of the religion's holiest figure. 
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Amid genuine anger, some see hand of gov'ts in riots 


By Bassem Mroue 


One caricature showed the revered 
prophet wearing a turban shaped like a bomb 
with a burning fuse. That image that rein- 
forced the belief among many Muslims that 
the US-led wars in Afghanistan and Iraq were 
mot simply in response to the Sept. 11, 2001, 
attacks or the threat posed by Saddam Hus- 
sein, but part of a Western war against Islam 
litte different from the Crusades of the Mid- 
dle Ages. 

Although many Muslims were appalled by 
the terror attacks on the United States, im- 
ages of abuse by American soldiers at Iraq's 
Abu Ghraib prison and reports of deplorable 
conditions atthe Guantanamo Bay prison also 
have reinforced suspicions that Arabs in gen- 
eral have become targets of the antiterror 
маг. 

‘The fact that the biggest riots occurred in 
the Syrian capital and in Beirut also raised 
questions: Syria has an extensive security net- 
work to make sure that little happens inside 
its borders without the approval of the na- 
tional leadership. АР 
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ЗАРАА, EGYPT—MOST OF THE 
passengers on the ferry that sank 
in the Red Sea were poor Egyp- 
tian villagers who had found jobs 
in the Gulf and were bringing 
months if not years worth of sav- 
ings back to their families. 

“Had he been rich, he would 
never have gone to Kuwait,” said 
Mahmud Keleb, who travelled to 
the doomed ship's port of destina- 
tion from his village near the 
southern city of Sohag to look for 
his uncle Abdelhamid. 

His uncle had found a job as a 
construction worker and used to 
send money back to Egypt regu- 
larly. "The family survived thanks 
to him," said Keleb. 

Hundreds of relatives of miss- 
ing passengers were still gath- 
егей in Safaga on Monday, eager- 
ly awaiting information on the 
fate of their loved ones as search 
and rescue operations entered 
their fourth day. 

Less than 400 of the 1,415 
were confirmed to have been res- 
cued by Sunday night, amid 
dwindling chances of finding any 
more survivors and growing fears 
that the sinking of the Al-Salam 
Boccaccio 98 would become one 
of the worst maritime disasters in. 
recent history. 

More than L5 million Egyp- 
tians are believed to be working 
in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Iraq 
alone, many as day laborers and 
some with permanent contracts, 

Migrant workers inject billions. 
of dollarsa year into the Egyptian 
economy. Their remittances are 
the country's second source of in- 
come after tourism. 

Mahmud has stopped believ- 
ing his uncle can still be rescued. 
“Poverty is going to hit the family. 


Tm just waiting for the body, my 
mother asked me to." 

Further north, in the larger 
town of Hurghada, Gamal was 
waiting outside the hospital, hop- 
ing to obtain information on the 
fate of his brother, whom he had 
not seen since he left to work asa. 
builder in Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait. 

“Everybody on the boat was 
bringing lots of money, years of 
savings, but now everybody 
wants life,” he said. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
‘Mubarak promised to pay $2,600 
to the survivors and twice that 
amount to bereaved families. 

“All this money is nothing com- 
pared to people's lives. Nobody is 
thinking about money. If 1 could 
see my brothers body, I'd give 
more money than that,” Gamal 
said, 

Most of Egypt's expatriate 
workforce is employed for tough 
jobs on ой fields or construction 
sites and have had to face inereas- 
ing competition from Asian immi- 
grants. 

Their salaries in the Gulf re- 
main very modest and most of 
them choose to pay around $50 
for a ferry ticket rather than eight 
or ten times that price to fly back 
home, 

‘The lack of information on the 
fate of the Al-Salam's passengers 
has sparked an anxiety among 
the families which sporadically 
spilled over into violence in Safa- 


ga. 

But Mustafa Hashem was 
spending most of the agonizing 
wait for news of his 47-year-old 


brother Said at the mosque, “lam 
still hoping, 'm hoping, everyone 
is hoping," hesaid haltingly. AFP 
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Besieged Thaksin to ban 
protests near royal palace 


CHIANG MAI, THAILAND—THAI E 
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra 
said on Monday he would not al- 
Jow further demonstrations against 


porestate investment company Temasek. 
Two cabinet ministers belonging to a rebel- 

lious faction of Thaksin's ruling party re- 

signed in the wake of the $1.9 billion sale, one 


me ЮМ] 


ERRATUM 


In the January 30 issue, Orchard Property 
Marketing Corporation "congratulates йз 
dedicated sales representatives for their hard 
work and excellent performance through a 
centerspread ad at the lifestyle section 
However, we wish to correct the name of one 
of the Davao Mahogany awardecs. instead of | 
‘Andrew Lepiten, the person on the photo was 
Ms. Emmalyn Aguilar. Ms. Aguilar isa Branch 
Manager from the Dreamweaver Division. 


him at the square near the royal 
palace in Bangkok where 40,000 
people protested at the weekend. 


Media tycoon 


Limthongkul, who organized the 
biggest anti-government rally in 
14 years, called for another one 
on Saturday in a bid to force 
‘Thaksin from office, but Thaksin 
said it would not be allowed near 


the palace. 


"Thats enough,” Thaksin told 
reporters in the northern city of 
Chiang Mai. “They can't have it 

because the 
too near the 
palace, he said, citing traffic jams 
caused by the huge weekend 


there anymore" 
square was jus 


gathering. 


"You can have democracy, but 
within boundaries. It should be 
organized somewhere else,” he 


said. 


Sondhi, who began his cam- 
paign to oust former ally Thaksin 
last September, said he would 
discuss the issue with staff before 
deciding what to do in response. 
“When he said ‘No,’ we cant 
resist, otherwise there would be 


clashes,” Sondhi said. 


‘Thaksin has shrugged off the 
calls to resign and used a speech 
to young footballers on Monday 
to hit back at his critics. 

“Democracy is all about living 
in a society in harmony. A society 
where sports don't exist is full of 
those who don't play by the rules 
and those who are undisci- 


Bed bugs 
hurting 
Australia 
tourism 


SYDNEY—LEADERS 
of Australia's tourism 
industry will hold an 
urgent meeting Tues- 
day on how to battlea. 
plague of bed bugs 
that is costing the sec- 
tor millions of dollars. 

The Queensland 
Tourism ^ Industry 
Council called the 
meeting of hotel, mo- 
tel and hostel associa- 
tions after a study 
found a 1,000 per- 
cent rise in cases of 
bed bug infestations 
in Australia. 

Sydneys Мез 
mead Hospital De- 
partment of Medical 
Entomology estimat- 
ей that the barrage of 
bloodsuckers маз 
costing the accommo- 
dation industry up to 
100 million ($75 mil- 
lion) dollars per year. 

The hospitals 
Stephen Doggett 
linked the eruption to 
an influx of travelers 
from exotic destina- 
tions and species-spe- 
cific poison to kill 
cockroaches in place 
of pesticides which 
act against a variety 
of pests, including 
bed bugs. 

Doggett accused 
the hotel industry of 
playing down the bed 
bug problem for fear 
of scaring away 
tourists, 

But Queensland 
Backpackers’ Associa- 
tion chair Ralph Ka- 
jet, who will lead 
Tuesdays meeting, 
said the tourism зес- 
tor was actively ad- 
dressing the problem. 

"We just thought 
the smartest thing to 
до was for us all to sit 
down and discuss 
those ideas and en- 
deavor to come up 
with a coordinated 
approach" he told 
the national news 
agency ААР 

Bed bugs аге small, 
brownish insects 
which feed on blood. 

Doggett said the 
‘Australian outbreak 
was part of a world- 
wide rise in bed bug 
infestations. — AFP 


citing “political 
ethics.” The weekend 
rally attracted many 
middle-class people 
in Bangkok upset by 
thesale. 

Analysts said the 
chances of Thaksin 
stepping aside were 
remote with his back- 
bone support in the 
countryside — still 
strong and Thaksin 
brushed off the 
weekend demonstra- 
tors as "a few idiot 

Reuters 


Sondhi 


THAKSIN 


plined,” Thaksin said as he 
opened a youth soccer tourna- 
ment in Chiang Mai. 

The message was aimed at 
Sondhi and the opposition Demo- 
crat Party whom Thaksin accuses 
of using unconstitutional meth- 
ods to try to overthrow a govern- 
‘ment that won a second landslide 
election victory justa year ago. 

“We should be proud of a victo- 
ту that comes from our own abili- 
ty, buta victory that comes by ех. 
ploiting others will haunt us,” 
‘Thaksin said. 

The speech was among a series 
of engagements Thaksin made in 
the northern city. 

He smiled constantly despite 
facing the toughest political bat- 
tle of his five-year premiership 
following his family’s legally tax- 
free sale of the telecommunica- 
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Aopicanon Ey hi srgle-singe 
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Bang oi Hospta Supplies and Matera 
Wesiom Visayas Мейса Center 


еар | __ABC Tota Price —] 


Pro 450.0010 


Prp 2000 


ЕШ 
Fabra i- Febna 16 2005 
February 10, 2008 Fay 


Marci 28.208 Toasty 
March 1- Maren 15, 200 
Post-quabicabon Mare 16 - March 22,2008, 
Nees o Anard Mar 26,2008 

‘id бооуто нї be valo опу o pospecive bers upon payment с ао 
Teluncatia amount ol Рт 2.500 00 o ra DOP Westen Vsayes Майса Сагин casar. 
Tho OOH Westen Visayas Medal Conr assumes no respansbity мтановтег 19 
‘ampansal or ndommiy trs lor any expenses card m na prepraton d тө B 
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А MUST IN EVERY BUSINESS! 


We Offer The World's 
Most Trusted 
High Pressure Washers 
& Vacuum Cleaners! 


* How Rd Opona! 
| wn arrene sons | 


каз ү Wea SAT 
E "шшш 


Major Стой Cars Accepted, 
Delered Payments Up To 24 Mos. 


Qo ee 
Wooo ДСА 


QUE 


Live com 
foit. 


35torey Office, Commercial ond Residential Condominium 


oma mnir for ae tne 9,380 mows 


LEADING CONDOMINIUM DEVELOPER чамны жана 
2005 CNBC Аша Baie Lander ves Finnar Rol wae M 
prepun 
812-2222 + 243-6565 + 818-8888 « 241-1894 
ewalyimdse lavectmeni@etyand oe 


AT INTRODUCTORY PRICES, 
LIMITED QUANTITIES ONLY 


ON SALE! 
P4950 


only! 


One piece water closet 
with push-button dual 
flush. 

Includes lavatory with 
pedestal. 


[Гохе savane -s12 stam suvo. 
MANDALUYONG ММ. PHILIPPINES 

TEL NO 718.2575 10 76. 

EMAIL foterone@notmal com 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER, the recognized leader in the newspaper 
industry wth їз balanced news and fearless views is commited to 
тарт our ode partners achieve ts business goals and Serving 
the communty va generation cf employment. 

We are in need of 


BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT SUPERVISORS 
to work for our Distributor Partnerin the areas of Pampanga, Bataan, 
"Teac, Nueva Eja and Zambales. 
зов DESCRIPTION: 
/ Wi handle a sub-distributor partner to grow the business. 
QUALIFICATIONS: 
«e Colege graduates rom the locales. 
TP Righty mowatec, Aggressive, Hardworking, 
T. Ms poscere exceten ora and writen communication sks both 
Ta Engien ала Papano: 
se Prolorably Male. wang 10 work on a graveyard shi, fast-paced, 
aynam and namie onvrorement 
C) Backgound in sales is not necessary, but а рия. 


CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE 
to handle the needs of our SUB-DISTRIBUTORS 
Applicants must be а resident о! Pampanga 
‘QUALIFICATIONS: 
m Ропа, 
Ел 
te Must have а pleasing personal 
Tm Magniy momateo, Aggresswo, Hardworking: 
X MO Gers escort orl and writen communication skis both 
tn Engisn ала Каро. 
v» Background in customer service ls a plus; 
TE Computer Liorate 
‘Send your Resumé to 
воў Distribution Group tne. 
Dolores Homesite Extension 
(сове Jun-Jun's Bibingka Rost, McArthur Highway) 
cit’ San Fernando Pampanga Gr сайлах (045) 961-4048 
Qd, Business Dev't Suparvisors appicants, planse КОК for 
(ie. Mar Manabat or Mr, Joss Yap or can етм your resumé 
“о sssr фида inet na. or adecsinoulon com ot) and 
(For Customer Service Representative appicants, 
"roast look lor Lynn Marcelo) 


| polyrrnstery 
|! 


Powerful | } 
| German . 
f Connections | 


| 


5. While there are 
many water piping 
systems in ће į 
market, Í 
Polymutan offers 1 
the truly ideal 
solution to your 
piping needs, 


Polymutan, which 
is made in 
Germany, gives 
you a world-class 
product. And, 
Polymutan uses 
only 100% 
polypropylene. 
virgin plastic 50 
you get cleaner, 
more efficient, 
longer-lasting 
water 
connections. 


Our Technical Support. 
‘Team will bo on-hand 
to help you expertly 
install Polymutan. 
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* No plastic taste 
1 + No Gl. “tubo” 
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Exclusively 
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|  T4v-501: 741-8708 
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+ Moga Oro Marketing 


Logrspi 
те. No. (082) 400.6978 
Phoenix Cobu 
1632) 232-1101 
оми Davao 
[Tel No. (082) 297-7684 
| "Uni Eco Stool toto 
Tol No. (033) 337-6723 | 
«Avanos Bulidors Tech. | 
E Sup. Toclonan | 
| aeger | 
ЭТНА Bulldore Naga, 
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Brains in USS Cole bombing bolts Yemen jail 


'SANAA—INTERPOL ISSUED A ly sentenced to death, but this was m long, twice as long as originally quented than the male section be- (wiwalmotamatnet) sald 17 of sued individual wanted notices for 
lobal security alert on Sunday later commuted to 15 years in reported, and led toa mosque. cause women mainly pray athome. those who escaped were convicted the fugitives because it said Yemeni 
“буегһе escape of atleast 13 con- prison. "The source said authorities dis- Тһе 13 militants were among 23 of al-Qaida-linked crimes, while the authorities had yet to provide it with 
мава al-Qaida militants who Another prominent escapee was covered the escape on Friday, but it inmates who broke out of jail in the other six were awaiting uial forsim- all the required information. 
_tunneled their way out of ajail in Fawaz aRabele, sentenced to was believed the prisoners had fied capital Sanaa in a major embarrass- ilar charges. А government official said in the 
‘Yemen, calling them a ‘clear and death as leader ofthe group convict- Thursday night and were definitely ment for Yemeni authorities, who Interpol on Sunday circulated а capital Sanaa: 
с present danger toall countries.” ed of bombing the French oil anker aided by more than one accomplice have cracked down on milanta in warning to із 184 member sares The interior minisuy sentan of 
oh The escapees induded Jamal Limburg off the Yemeni coast in on the outside because the tunnel the ancestral land of Osama bin over the missing prisoners and cial etter to Interpol with the names 
Badawi, mastermind of фе bomb- 2002, killing one crewman. ‘was believed to have been dug from Laden and positioned themselves as urged them to take extra precau- of the fugitives, their photographs 
"ing of the USS Cole in the Yemeni А security source in Yemen said the mosque to the prison. an ally of the United States in the tions at their borders. and fingerprints. It asked them to 
зорго Aden in October 2000, which the tunnel from which the men es- — Thetunnelenrywasinthewom. war on terorism. But two days after the escape was circulate the list worldwide, fearing 
Ше! 17 US sailors. He was original. capedwasthoughtto bearound 140 еп section of the mosque, less fre- А Yemeni state-run website discovered, Interpol had not yetis- they might escape Yemen.” Reuters 


:US triples spending Japan cons 
“to stop Iraq bombs graying fast 


jon 
JASHINGTON—THE PENTAGON 2004 to 10,593. 

_ fs tripling its spending to about $3.5 Тће intensified effort to com- 
Billion, on a newly expanded effort bat the makeshift bombs, which 
ТЇЧо combat the rising number ofin- at one time was led by a one-star 
Tieasngy powerful homemade general, was recently put under a 

"боті that are the No. 1 killerofUS retired four-star Army general, 
itroops in Iraq, The New York Times Montgomery Meigs, the Times 
freported on ts website on Sunday. said, citing interviews with a 
Ё The move is a tacit acknowl- dozen military officials. 

sdgment that despite years ofris- Іп the next few months, the de- 
"ing death tolls from the devices, fense department plans to double 
the response has not been suffi- the number of technical, forensic 
ciently focused or coordinated at and intelligence specialists as- ing, with the number of 60 years 
the highest levels, the Timessaid. signed to the problem, to about od and over inmates rote 

Last year, 407 ofthe 846Amer- 360 military service members than half of them first 
{cans killed in Iraq were killed by and contractors in the United , timers—tripling in the past 
the bombs, which are called im- States and Iraq, the paper said. decade and expected to rise 
provised ` explosive devices Hundreds of other experts are 2 B | even further. 
(IEDs), the report said. Thenum- being called in and new technolo- | DEVOTED Senior prisoners in 2004 
ber of IEDs against allied and ұу and training techniques are al- | Kashmiri Shiite Muslim girls watch the Ashura procession in Srinagar, India Feb. 5. On Ashura, Shiite | numbered 7,381, up nearly 60 
agi forces and Iraqi civilians so quickly being pushed into ser- | Muslims commemorate the 7th century death of imam Hussein, grandson of Prophet Muhammad. a» | Percent from 2000 and account. 
nearly doubled last year from місе, The Times reported. Reuters x ing for more than 11 percent of 


2 all inmates in Japan, the justice 
Motorbike crashes killed more US soldiers than Afghan conflict seagate aap 


The trend is forcing Japan's 
CAMP LEJEUNE, NORTH CAROLI- iraqand Afghanistan. volved in serious motorcycle land, 22, the widow of Mark The following month normal 67 prisons to make changes to 


Ta. More Amevican troops have Nearly 350 troops have died crashes in October. Four of them Strickland. “I said, ‘He just got base operations were halted to adjust to the new inmates. 
Фей on US roads in off-dury moor. оп motorcycles since the 2001 had been home just a few weeks Баск from a war zone, and you're focus on safety particularly for “Overall, their movements 
cycle accidents than have been terrorist attacks. That's com- from combat in Iraq's deadly An- going to tell me that he died do- motorcyclists are slow, they have to make a lot 
kiled fighting in Afghanistan since pared to 259 killed while serving bar Province. Three of the ingsomethingheloved?" Camp Lejeune also added safe- of effort to understand our sim- 
Sept. 11, 2001, safety records show. іл Afghanistan. Marines were killed and another 1х. Gen. James Е Amos, com- ty programs and reemphasized ple instructions. It really takes 
Military commanders in North Nearly 1,000 more troops have lostaleg. mander of the Camp Lejeune- existing ones. These include a up a lot of time,” said Yusa, a 
‘Carolina say the deaths are large- been injured on motorcycles. “When the doctor told methat based П Marine Expeditionary mentor program Amos created correctional official at the jus- 
y the result of boredom, bonus Marine Lance Cpl, Mark Strick- he was dead, I told him that Force described the crashes in that is being considered as а tice ministry who wanted to be 
рау, and adrenalin to burn offaf- land, 24, was one of five Marines wasn't acceptable, it just wasn't October as “a cold shot to the model for the entire Marine identified only by his family 
TM troops return from wars in from Camp Lejeune who were in- acceptable,” said Andrea Strick- heart” and ordered a crackdown. Corps AP name. AP 


TOKYO—THERE ARE STILL 
plenty of metal bars and hand- 
cuffs. But Japanese prisons these 
days have some mew fea- 
tures—like | wheelchair-friendly 
stair ramps, handrails in the bath- 
rooms and nurses trained to 
spoon-feed inmates. 

‘The aim is adapting prison life 
to a new kind of convict in 
Japan: The elderly one. 

Like the wider society, Japan's 
prison population is rapidly ag- 


LUIS: Twas nice Nakakapagod lang tell me solo artist ka 
bumpingin2ukanina mimenmageommus na lang ngayon? 


kasi laging siksikan HAHA 


H H H 7 TRISH: Bil nice seein LUIS: Е Ба" di ka LUIS: OO! hehe, 

n tmi e on in u афо! Ayux asg рш? Joke lang! 2 kami 
a porma natin hal Hehe ngayon, sya yung 

TRISH:Ha? Kanino? vocalista, ako yung 

LUIS: Hohe. 1 yr? acoustic guitarist, 


Tagal na! LUIS: Sa boyfriend Remember si Shane? 
ayang-kaya sa ups zz 


TRISH:Actually 
almost landahalfna TRISH: Hello!?! TRISH: Oh si 
tayong d nagkkta. sori Nwy, kaw, how are u? Shane... 
kailangan ko pang kaw ang magkwento. 
magmadali knina tkaw ang nawala sa LUIS: Yup. gnda 
sirkulasyon ng collego tiga boses nun kya 
LUIS: Mukha buradac.lagikndin ginaganahan akong 
ngang ur busy o. so nauubusan ng load tumugtog pag kasama 
how ru? wat боп бо nun oh. sya с. At wo pay our 
nab? own songs па pala, di 
: еһе, oo па covers, hohe 
PSinabl mo nga: фа ngyn 
Epa. cto nga топ my noh. Da tlaga TRISH; Edi ba crush 
way bak 2 qo 4а Кейшп; kin Kc mo si shane nung 
ming. | work as ап біополе jnily ko, freshman pa tayo! 
accountant now, U? ЈА Оуууу... 
TRISH’ Zh I c. 


LUIS: W o w LUIS: HAHAHA! 
along! ako dun ра LUI C/Nwy, nno Nanalala mo pa pala 
in an bank, npm ang ikukwonto yun tl 


TRISH: Woll u lul TRISH: Oo naman! 
ud pag nakapo) ista Tm suro closo na kayo. 
he na ang work, ang Кауо па noh? 

S7, pagtugtog, lovolifo, 

LUIS: Асу Ду u ос LUIS: HA? Hindi 

luk very prey iyour ako homewrockor! 2 

drosa an^ дуо LUIS: Ayun, К yrankyasila ni Dani 

frmthe jew” Shins naman sa work, 

na suot mo F poted na kol 

college... «E [SE.SI Dan? Yung. 


TRISH: Naks, tubuhoko at mga to, 
or oo йа nambola pal ukay Yup, I still play 
Hi Jang "to! Haha 
TRISH: Uy, nico 2 
Tq LUIS: Hohe, hoar фи! Congrats! 


Seriously though, you Bilib naman ako sayo acoustic band 


a | ow Р 1 5 / da 1 lukd prety d тарау поа Share, Tapos yun- sila 
work at hobby mo. na. 
S as у! TRISH: y thank u 
mistor ü and tnx din LUIS: М a s TRISH: Ah ok, Uso 
ха pagdamay mosa mahirap kaya yang talga Acoustic noh? 
mat ng MRT rido nagawa mo na ami na nagbago 
For корап ond Ea за lo. Grabe trofio wad Onc a lagi! sinco you know 
йо sa cdsal m sure 
(Globe ) nogbabadminton ka LUIS: actually 
LUIS: Tamang- pa on weekends, trish, marami din 
, че зет КУБАТ“ tama, wo bav oot Hinay-hinay lang nagbago а akin, 
; catching up 2 do. 

: P25 P50 i се TRISH: Huha, Оо TRISH: Oh talaga?! 

TRISH:Nük-Globe nga, nakakapagod, Haha 
for 2 days for 5 days Чат ka naman рок Ша. де, coil 
siguro gaya ko а, kayo ра tin ба LUIS: ously, 
“Text UNLIMITXTI5 | Text \ниытутә5 Í Text UNLIITXTSO a K ju banda nyo dati? ang Чи ko ko ni 
d to ; to з o 3 ора d! 2) experience lalo na 
Fir svap Yo me: LUIS: Hindi ma mng тй papa Ko; 
tat! so toka, taka bumi school si mpre ako yun; 
Prepaid subsoribers must have at loast Р1 load to enjoy the service. Postpaid subsoribers must consume nan ipee Don and si Mark is dre d ра Hd 
n 1 р! y 

thelr free SMS betore availing of the service. Users can only register to one denomination at a given timo. it been since you now active in tho nun... 

Regular rates apply until usors recelvo confirmation of activation. Tho service will bo activated within 24-hours know? reggae eaea n TRISH: эш 

aftor registration. Also avaliable: UNLIMITKT 100 promo for P-100/10 days, TRIS: Sloco та? Mew eld iem ae bia ka nag-mature 
Promo untli Mar. 8, 2008. Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 0829, S. 2006, Haha! Well, К naman malate, Txt txtparin din. Mas naging 
ako, Umalls na ko sa kaming mga yun Каі seryoso k p s studios 
datkorg armen дачыста Ino ш dam по din 
jumipat па ako sa part-time job nun, 
ortigas рага Work, ‘TRISH: Teka, don’t 


PALESTINIANS look at the wreckage of a car, one of two hit in an Israeli airstrike in Gaza City 


aS 


Feb. 5, whieh killed two of the Islamic Jibad's top militants. 


Israel kills top Islamic 


Jihad explosives expert 


GAZA—ISRAEL KILLED THE TOP 
bomb maker for Islamic Jihad and 
another gunman in an air raid in 
Gaza City on Sunday, security 
sources said, hours after an Israeli 
and three other militants died in a 
fresh surge of Middle East violence. 

Witnesses said Israeli aircraft 
fired two missiles that blew up 
two vehicles, killing Adnan Bus- 
tan, 28, the head of Islamic Jihad's 
unit that produces rockets and ex- 
plosives, and Jihad al-Sawafiri, 
31, who led a rocket firing squad. 

‘An Islamic Jihad official said 
Bustan was the group's most se- 
nior explosives expert and engi- 
meer. 

Islamic Jihad had claimed re- 
sponsibility for one of the worst 
recent rocket strikes from Gaza on 
Israel, in which three Israelis were 
wounded, including a baby, on 
Friday 

The group was quickly joined 
by other militans їп vows to 
avenge the Israeli strike. "We will 


5 LUIS:. sa kin kasi 
" umasa c mama at mga 
kapatid ко diba? 
Kolangan pa nga nya 
umunta sa Hong 

i: kong pra mgtrabaho. 


«TRISH: Hindi naman 
siguro @ everything is 
n fearing process sibi 
nga nila di ba? 


LUIS: And you 
know what 1 learned? 


‘TRISH: What? 


LUIS: That poople 
соте and go, But you 
should always keep 
that person who 
makes you laugh the 
hardest, 


‘TRISH; Huy, ano ba 
ang пугу sayo? 
arang Г never knew 

you to be a 

‘Sentimental person. 

Sino ka at anong 

ginawa mo kay Luis 


LUIS: HAHAHA, 
Hay. you always sti 
do make me laugh the 
hardest 


‘TRISH: E alam mo 
naman ako, Kasi 
naman, ang seryoso 
mo masyado 


LUIS: Well trish, 
ive beon wanting to 
say somo things to 
you for the longest 
то, I hopo you'll let 
me 


lead us 


LUIS: 1 


ris! 


TRISH: 


Hay. 


miss u... 


TRISH: Luis, its ok, 
Past is past, Things 


We're enjoying this 
right, Everything that 
happened in the past 


moment, Na pareho 
tayong masaya. 


what to say... 


‘TRISH: Try, “ 
ganda, mo, ра rin 
hahahaha! 


LUIS: HAHAHA 


TRISH: O ba't di mo 
sinabi? HAHAHA! 
For all its worth, my 
collogo years wore 
most unforgettable 


LUIS: Talaga? 1 


didn't know that. 
Because of mo? 


because of us @ 
HAHAHA 


LUIS; HAHAHA! 


burn the ground and respond ev- 
erywhere, said Abu Dujana, а 
spokesperson for Islamic Jihad. 

‘Abu Qusai, a spokesperson for 
the AlAqsa Martyrs Brigades 

“Every Zionist, soldier and 
civilian, will be a target for our at- 
tacks.” 

Hundreds of angry supporters 
gathered outside a morgue where 
the bodies were taken and chant- 
ed: “Death to Israel, Death to 
America," as gunmen fired rifles 
into the air. 

‘An Israeli Army spokesperson 
said “the air force attacked two 
vehicles in the northem Gaza 
Strip carrying Islamic Jihad ter- 
rorists who were responsible for 
projectile rocket attacks against 
Israel.” 

‘An Israeli security source said 
Bustan had also spearheaded 
rocket attacks by two other mili- 
tant groups, the Al-Aqsa Brigades 
and Popular Resistance Commit- 
tees. Reuters 


TRISH: And wrong 
place at the wrong 
time 


LUIS: Ü so Is 
Thursday, 7pm the 
right time? 


dunno 
‘TRISH: Huh? Pora 
san? 


LUIS: dinner? 
Coffee? 


‘TRISH: HAHAHA! 

Libre mo һа! An; 

e mo na siguro! 
iche, San? 


to this 


LUIS: Sa restaurant 
kung san tayo ulit 
nagkita kanina 


TRISH: Hmmm... 
right place, 


‘TRISH: Тароз the 
usual hal 


LUIS: HAHAHA! 
fine, the 


Qo na! 


‘TRISH: What? 
LUIS: Wala lang. I 


‘TRISH: Yey! 1 miss 
fishballs 


LUIS: Libre mo 
TRISH: Oo ba! 
LUIS: Hay... U 
TRISH:Ü 


LUIS: Obewtdika 
па nagtxt back? 


Ang ganda 
nda 


TRISH: » 
Hahaha! Ja 
Why, tnx, That's - 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER en 


Тре ЧЧ ORILD 


SOSA A 


Palestinian coffers missing $700 million 


GAZA CITY—ABOUT $700 MILLION 
has been pilfered from the Palestinian. 
Authority coffers, ап official inquiry 
showed Sunday, as Israel agreed to 
unblock funds it owes the Palestinian 
government. 

‘The revelation came as three Pales- 
tinian militants were killed in the first 
deadly Israeli air strike on Gaza since 
Hamas landslide victory in last month's 
general election while an elderly Israeli 
‘woman was killed when a Palestinian 
went on a knife rampage on a minibus 
near Tel Aviv. 

News of the gaping hole in the Pales- 
tinian treasury was revealed by attor- 
ney general Ahmed al-Meghani at the 
end ofan intemal coruption inquiry. 

“We are talking of a figure of around 
$700 million,” Meghani told reporters 
in Gaza City, saying numerous indict- 
ments would be handed out in the com- 
ing days. 

"To date, police have arrested 25 peo- 
ple in connection with the inquiry while 
another 10 are on the run, he said. 

Hamas’ landslide victory in last 
month's election for the Palestinian leg- 
islature was partly based on its pledge 
to eradicate rampant corruption. 


” 


crisis, with the United States and Euro- 
pean Union threatening to cut funds 
‘unless Hamas commits itself to nonvio- 
Тепсе and recognizes Israel's right to ex- 
it 

Israel initially froze tens of millions of 
dollars in customs duties which it owed 
the Palestinians, arguing that it wanted 
to screen the money to ensure it did not 
end upin the hands of terrorists.” 

The government relaxed its stance 
оп Sunday, agreeing to hand over a 
tranche of cash which should have been. 
paid out on the first of the month, but 
officials vowed there would be no more 
transfers after Hamas forms the next 
Palestinian government. 

“Not even a single shekel will be 
transferred while Hamas is in power,” 
said Housing Minister Zeev Boim. 

Both the European Union and United 
States have agreed to continue funding 
"while a caretaker government contin- 
ues to function. 

Israels deadly air strike, 
which killed three members of 
the radical Al-Aqsa Martyrs 
Brigades, drew sharp condem- 
nation from Hamas, which im- 
mediately asserted the Pales- 


fend themselves in the face of these acts 
by the occupation,” top Hamas leader 
Ismail Haniya told AFR delaying a 
planned trip to Cairo for several hours 
во he could attend the militants’ funer- 
als. 

Israel said the raid, which targeted a 
building in Gaza City, wasin response to 
а rocket attack Friday which injured 
fourlsraelis,includingababy — 

1а further violence, a knife-wielding 
Palestinian student killed an Israel 
‘woman and injured five others on a 
minibus їп Petah Tikva near Tel Aviv. 

‘The unrest flared as Palestinian lead- 
ег Mahmud Abbas visited Hamas’ Gaza 
stronghold for talks with the Islamists 
about setting up a new government. 

‘Abbas’ spokesperson Nabil Abu 
Rudeina slammed Israel's raid on Gaza 
as “a dangerous escalation” ага time of 
crucial political change within Palestini- 
an society. AFP 


CUSTOM MADE RACKS, 
QUALITY YOU CAN TRUS 


[PALLET RACKING SYSTEM | 


[sur merat mcis] 


However, the result has further exac- 


tinians “right to self-defense.” 
'erbated the cash-strapped PAs financial 


“People have the right to de- 


TT 


Tayo: 


Tel. Nox (632) 721 


Was. 
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— 5 DAYS OF 
Globe UNLIMITXT! 


1. Bumili lang ng Globe Prepaid SIM. 
2. Mag-load lang ng at least P25. 


| 3. Enjoy Globe UNLIMITXT for 5 days free! 


The service will be activated within 24 hours after registration. Regular text rate 
will apply while the service is not yet activated. Upon activation, you can enjoy 
unlimited texts Globe-to-Globe. You must maintain at least P1 load during the 
validity period to enjoy the unlimited text offer. Should you reach zero balance, 
reload again to enjoy the promo. 


in't work out quito 
Snr the 2 of us. 
1 look at it, 

[A 


at ies 


LUIS: I know. 

somehow I feel that 
you should know how 
terry Tam for what I 


TRISH: Luis, 
remember what we 
always believed in? 


LUIS: Yup. No 
x regrets. 


‘TRISH: Exactly. To 

bo regretful of the 

is to be ungrateful of 
hat we have today. 


7 LUIS: Like havin 
uthis conversation 


TRISH: Exactly. 


sweet ü 


LUIS: So pano 
kailangan ko ng 
bumalik sa office 


TRISH: Ako din 
pando a ыас 
о, 


LUIS: Ок unlimitxt 
tayo ulit tomorrow К? 


‘TRISH: Ha ha how 
about everyday? 


LUIS: For good na 
UE mt 


Tguess Г 
bothering 
kailangan 


‘TRISH: Апо ka ba? 
‘This is relaxation, Im 
having fun ryt nw. 
Besides, I miss you 
ood 


LUIS: You know 
what, Гус never 
realized how fun of a 
friend you are 


TRISH: Well, im TRISH: Well... i 

surprised myself sa wouldn't mind. 

bagong Luis @ its nice 

actually LUIS: Text you 
tomorrow =) 

LUIS: Masyado 

tayong nagmadali nun. 

е 
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Helping the poor 


‘HEN YOU COME DOWN ТО IT, POVERTY WAS 
W root cause of the “Wowowee” stampede that 
resulted in the death of 74 people last Saturday. 

It'was hopeless, grinding poverty that made people line 
up at the PhilSports Arena as early as Monday, sleeping in 
their places and leaving only to answer the call of nature. 
It»was poverty that made the people rush forward and 
knock down the gates that stood be- 

EDITORIAL tween them and a chance to win a 

house or P1 million in cash or two taxis 
ora jeepney and other prizes. 

We already know what happened: 74 of them died and 
about 500 others were injured in the stampede. These 
were people who were so poor, so hopeless in life that 
they were ready to make "kapit sa patalim" (loosely trans- 
lated, to go to any length to attain their goal). And ulti- 
mately and tragically, for many of them, their dreams of a 
better life did end in death. 

‘Some people say that those who died may now be in a 
better state than those who survived. They may have a 
point there: the poorest of the poor have to suffer a living 
death every day. 

The people who promoted the ill-starred show may not 
know it (but how could they not have known it?), but 
they were actually exploiting the poor to build higher rat- 
ings. Shows like "Wowowee" promote mendicancy, the 
fast-buck mentality instead of honest and hard work and 
perseverance. They dangle before poor people visions of 
instant wealth. They promote games of chance, instead of 
hard work, true grit and self-reliance, as the answer to 
their poverty. 

Game shows offering big prizes in highly developed 
countries are staged mostly for their fun and entertain- 
ment value, although, of course, there is always the profit 
motive. But you do not see tens of thousands of people 
lining up and, in some cases, stampeding, to get a chance 
at;winning the prizes. In our country, the situation of the 
poor people is so bad—and it is getting worse every 
year—that they will risk anything to lift themselves out of 
the mire of poverty. 

‘But given the present state of the economy, what can 
poor people do to improve their lot? Some in the upper- 
lower classes still have some property like a carabao, a 
small lot or a tricycle, etc. that they can sell or mortgage, 
or they borrow money to pay for the fees required so they 
can work abroad. Some set up small retail enterprises. 
But what about those who really have nothing but the 
clothes on their backs and who live a hand-to-mouth exis- 
tence? 

The stories of some of the survivors who were inter- 
viewed on radio were truly heartbreaking. Some of them 
had not eaten for days and had only drunk water. Some 
had money only for transportation to the PhilSports sta- 
dium; they were apparently hoping that they would be 
lucky and win some of the minor cash prizes for their re- 
turn home. 

Many of those who went to the PhilSports stadium 
were unemployed or underemployed. The unemploy- 
ment rate now stands at 7.4 percent. We are sure that 
many of those who flocked to the "Wowowee" Show last 
Saturday would want to work but there are not many jobs 
open in our country. Or there are jobs open, but they re- 
quire certain skills and knowledge that only a higher edu- 
cation and training can give. The challenge to the govern- 
ment and the private sector is not only to create more jobs 
but to give the masses better education so that they can 
obtain higher-paying positions. 

The Chinese have a saying: "Give a man а fish and you 
feed him for a day. Teach a man to fish and you feed him 
for a lifetime.” Let us stop abetting a culture of gambling 
and mendicancy. Let us stop promoting games of chance 
and instead teach the virtue of hard work. Let us correct 
the attitude of the poor of depending on the government 
for doles and handouts and instead instill in them the val- 
ue of self-reliance. Let us help the poor help themselves 
by giving them better education, creating more job op- 
portunities and opening credit facilities to them so that 
they can set up small enterprises. 
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IN NOVEMBER 1998, SCIENTISTS STUMBLED 
across one of the world’s rarest damselflies in 
forest remnants that dot the Cebu mountain 
range where President Ramon Magsaysay's DC- 
3 crashed 49 years ago. The miniscule popula- 
tion of this dappled insect (risiocenmis) with 
shimmering wings suddenly collapsed in 2001. 
"Today they're gone. 

Over 301 species of dragon and damselflies 
flit about in Sibuyan, Negros, Panay, Masbate or 
Siquijor. The National Museum of Natural Histo- 
ry in Leiden, the Netherlands, houses the Roland 
Müller Collection of Philippine dragonflies. 

Nobody thought damselflies existed in Ce- 
‘bu—until University of San Carlos researchers 
found a handful, resting on fern leaf tips in a 
30-meter strip along a Tabunan forest stream. 
USC's Teobaldo Borromeo bagged the insect 
with its striking elongated black abdomen with 
pale bluish streaks. But its color, wings, head 
shape, etc. differed from other species, re- 
called Dr. Franz Seidenschwarz, team leader. 
He sent specimens to “the world authority on 
damselflies here and in Thailand,” University 
of Helsinki's Matti Hamalainen. 

"The Cebu specimens differ distinctly from 
those of other islands,” Hamalainen conclud- 
ed. "(They're a) separate new species." Neither 
were they found elsewhere. The find "most 
likely is endemic to Cebu." 

Cebu is severely denuded. So, these dam- 
selflies have “undoubtedly the most limited 
area to survive,” the Helsinki zoologist added. 
"It may be one of the most vulnerable odonate 
species in the whole world.” 

Thus, he published the Cebu damselfly's de- 
scription swiftly. A scientific name was urgent- 
y needed, he explained, if it were to appear in 
the "Red List" compiled by the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural 
Resources. 

For 40 years now, the “Red List" pinpointed 
for policymakers and scientists bearers of ge- 
netic diversity and building blocks of ecosys- 
tems threatened by extinction. 

"The new species is named after Dr. Franz 
Seidenschwarz,” he explained. "(This) recog- 


MAJ. GEN. JOVITO PALPARAN REVELS IN BE- 
ing reviled by the enemy. Instead of bristling at 
being called names by Ang Bayan, the official 
organ of the Communist Party of the Philip- 
pines, he loves it. He considers being labeled a 
"butcher" a perpetrator of “death squads,” 
“vigilantes” and “gruesome murders” a compli- 
ment. 

He reasons: The insurgency is “more of a psy- 
chological war. The military effort is about 20-30 
percent only" Crushing the NPA “in one to two 
yearsis more than enough because the enemy is 
mot strong.” "They are better than us on the pro- 
paganda front... We have to concentrate on com- 
bating their intelligence work and reducing their 
support system." “It is my belief that the mem- 
bers of the party lists in Congress are providing 
the day-to-day policies of the rebel movement.” 
“NGOs infiltrated or directed by the Communist 
Party provide materials and shelter for the NPA.” 

How a near-caricature of a Cold War warrior 
has come to preside over this country's anti-in- 
surgency operations, only the AFP can say. It is 
yet another proof that "military intelligence" isa 
contradiction in terms. At the very least, there's 
common sense to refute Palparanis logic. If the 
enemy is weak, why throw the kitchen sink at it? 
Why ty to crush a weak enemy at all? 

1? Palparan had done his homework, he 
would know that over the last decade and a 
half, the fortunes of the communist movement 
have plunged steeply. Not least of the reasons 
for itis the "killing fields,” which has sapped its 
moral ascendancy, something it enjoyed in 
decades past. The "killing fields" did not just 
turn away potential recruits, it turned away ex- 
isting ones. 1 personally think it has done more 
to harm the communist movement image-wise 
than all the propaganda of the AFP combined. 
Living it down will prove far more protracted, 
or elusive, for that movement than victory. 

The broader reason for it is the collapse of the 
Soviet Union and the fall of the Berlin Wall, 
which marked the collapse of the communist 
ideology That is the reason the local communist 
movement is able to recruit now only from the 
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nizes his achievements in studying and restor- 

ing the last remaining virgin forests of Cebu.” 
Thus, risiocenmis seidenschwarzi leapt into 
TUCN’s “Red List." 

Seidenschwarz has worked with researchers 
ош of the USC for 18 years. He's married to a 
Filipina and speaks Cebuano fluently. In fact, 
one of his books is a Cebuano-German dictio 
nary. 

Scientific work, with Filipino colleagues, 
trying to restore Cebu's devastated ecology 
commanded international attention. In con- 
trast, USC research is little known to Cebu offi- 
cials fixated on politics 

USC's work first covered threatened birds 
and plants, endemic to Cebu. In 1992, the San 
‘Carlos team found in forest patches the Cebu 
flowerpecker (dicaeum quadricolor), long after 
ornithologists wrote it off as “extinct.” Now, 
the few survivors rank among “the rarest bird 
species in the world.” Cebu cinnamon is equal- 
ly endangered. 

In 1988, USC scientists focused on Kawasan 
Valley in Badian, Cebu. Tourist brochures ped- 
dle Kawasan as one of the nation's most beaut 
ful waterfalls. For scientists, its the "hottest 
biodiversity spot" in the country. 

The team found the "Kawasan Mosquito 
Hawk" damselfly (prostitica plicata). The 
Kawasan paper kite butterfly (idea leucone ju- 
maloni) is named after the renowned lepi- 
dopterist Julian Jumalon. “You can't find these 
in any other place in the world,” Seiden- 
schwarz notes. “Even in Cebu, they're found 
only in Badia 

Rare damselflies, algae and butterflies in 
Kawasan Valley are “examples of new discov- 
eries,” the team wrote. “We can not even tell 
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таза and no longer from the campuses, which 
used to be the case before martial law. The com- 
‘munist ideology no longer has the power to in- 
spire students to drop out and take to the hills. 
Тв no longer heroic, it’s just suicidal. 

The drawing power of the NPA today is pretty 
much poverty. Grinding, stark, abject poverty 
People join it out of desperation. People join it 
because they have nothing to lose and пог be- 
cause they have something to gain. Why would 
you want to slaughter people who are fighting to 
have something to eat? That is precisely the 
question the Oakwood mutineers asked them- 
selves at one point. Or so they told me. They 
looked at the face of the enemy and asked them- 
selves why they would want to shoot people who 
are fighting just to be able to live. They looked at 
the face of the enemy, and saw themselves. 

If Palparan had done his homework, he would 
have known that the communist movement split 
upa long time ago into two groups, and has since 
been engaged in fratricidal war. At least one 
group has waged a murderous war on the other, 
targeting is leaders with regularity. Do you need 
intelligence, military or plain, to see that if your 
enemy is disunited your best strategy is merely to 
fuel the dissension? It's cheaper in terms of lives 
and bullets, and more effective. 

Had Palparan done his homework, he would 
have known that most of the NGO and party- 
list representatives he accuses of providing the 
day-to-day policies of the NPA and/or offering 
them aid and comfort are the ones who have 
broken away from the communist movement 
and are sceking their own paths. Those paths 
remain in the mold of “serve the people” even 


how many kind of precious organisms exist, 
unless further studies are undertaken." 

"That forecast came true with the Tabunan 
damselfly findings. “This unique population 
remained quite steady until July 2000," ICUN 
notes. 

Why did it collapse? Local farmers, raising 
cash crops like ampalaya, washed pesticide 
containers in the stream that time. Damselflies 
react quickly to pollution in springs. They're 
early warning systems. 

Seidenschwarz photographed the last male 
damselfly sighted in March 2001. "It remains 
to be seen, whether the species is able to sur- 
vive this catastrophe,” ICUN says. 

For three years now, USC scientists have 
pored over Tabunan aerial maps, looking for 
springs that cut through forest clumps where 
risiocenmis could breed. "No luck," says Sei- 
denschwarz. "A species may be declared 'ex- 
tinct only 50 years after the last sighting. All 
we have are empty streams in a Tabunan forest 
that has stopped shrinking. Its expanding,” , 

So, what's the big deal if a dragonfly or two, 
disappear? No species disappears alone, notes 
Oxford University’s Norman Myers. When а 
plant or animal slips into extinction, so do its 
unique genes. These are building blocks for life 
for future products, from medicine to food. 
Obliteration closes future options. 

Less than one percent of tropical plants have 
been screened for medical uses. USC studies list 
300-plus plants with medicinal properties in 
‘Cebu. Only one has been tapped commercially: 
marijuana. The Philippines is one of the world's 
five "hottest of the hot spots.” More than half of 
the country’s biodiversity wealth is found 
nowhere else. Its a world complex beyond un- 
derstanding, valuable beyond measure. 

“Glory be to God for dappled things," wrote 
Gerald Manley Hopkins, S.J. Our grandchil- 
dren are poorer by our decimation of these 
dappled insect with shimmering wings. And 
most of us elders, who should know better, are 
not even aware we've been further beggared. 


E-mail: juan_mercado@pacific.net.ph 


if they no longer do so in the Marxist one. In- 
deed, had Palparan done his homework, or 
read a bit of history, he would have known that 
preventing even bona-fide, dyed-in-the-wool, 
card-carrying, communists from taking the 
parliamentary path does not weaken revolu- 
tion, it strengthens it. In 1946, the Roxas gov- 
ernment expelled six former Huks who had 
‘won seats in Congress during the elections, 
‘They went back to the hills and birthed a seri- 
ous insurgency against the government. 

But in the end, 1 do not particularly care that 
Palparan is ignorant about these things. 1 do 
care that his ignorance is producing murder- 
‘ous consequences. What is this, just kill Bayan 
‘Muna people wholesale because they must be 
guilty of something? What is this, just harass or 
murder NGO and party-list people, and say the 
innocent are collateral damage? What is this, 
just unleash the scythe of death on everyone 
who has had dealings with the communist 
moverent, whether sympathizer ог member, 
whether heretic or believer, whether retired or 
active? I do not particularly mind the politics 
of the dead, I do mind that they are dead. 

‘At least the deaths of the provincial journal- 
ists are being loudly condemned, ‘even if 
they're not being solved. The deaths of the 
members of Bayan Muna and other groups are 
not. There' a terrifying silence over them, as 
though they're fair game and their disappear- 
ance from the face of the earth is par for the 
course. The thinking seems to be: "The victims 
are not you and me, they're ‘other people,’ 
their fate cannot befall me.” Well, think again. 
With anti-terrorism being the twin of anti- 
communism, and with Palparan to prosecute 
these things, Bertolt Brecht’s aphorism looms 
prophetically: First they took away my neigh- 
bor for being a Jew, and 1 said nothing. Then 
they took away another neighbor for being a 
communist, and I said nothing. Now they're 
taking me away, and 1 сап say nothing, 

Palparan says he's out there to end a 
scourge. Look at what he's doing and ask who, 
or what, areal scourge is. 
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THE VISIT OF PRESIDENT KALAM OF INDIA IS 
very timely as our nation is again caught up in a 
new controversy, this time over the recent stampede 
at the PhilSports Arena (formerly Ultra) that killed 
74 people and injured over 400. Kalam outlined in a 
45-minute speech before the joint session of 
Congress yesterday the program of action that has 
enabled India to begin winning the war against 
poverty. Of India's one billion people, 260 million, 
or а lite over 25 percent, live below the poverty 
line, while many millions more are “at the border- 
line" But poverty is being addressed through a 
wide-ranging program that includes the develop- 
‘ment of the rural countryside, such as through the 
planting of Jatropha for diesel fuel, the strengthen- 
Ing of its information technology industry and low- 
ting the prices of medicines for the masses. Kalam 
‘said that India's GDP has to grow by 10 percent fora 
decade if the lives of its teeming masses are to be 
improved. Today, India is classified with Brazil, Rus- 
sia and China as the fastest-growing economies of 
the world. 

By contrast, the program of action against 
poverty in the Philippines seems to be dominat- 
ed by the opposition's predilection for blaming 
the administration. For instance, instead oflook- 
ing at the PhilSports Arena tragedy as an oppor- 
tunity to cooperate ‘and move the country for- 
ward, Anakpawis Rep. Crispin Beltran quickly 
blamed the administration, asserting that it is 
“grossly incapable of giving our workers jobs, 
our peasants land to till and our urban poor the 
chances for sustainable livelihood.” Beltran 
‘seems to forget that for many years, his Kilusang 
Mayo Uno has contributed immensely to the job- 
lessness of many of our countrymen because of 
its propensity to stage strikes even when its legal 
basis for doing so is open to challenge. As a re- 
sult, some foreign companies have stayed away 
ог stopped , with a number of them 
closing shop and going elsewhere. 


If we have to look squarely at the problem of 
poverty, | think the accusing finger ought to point. 
at various sectors. The administration has failed 


ОР COURSE, ANYTHING SAID AT THIS POINT 
about the stampede at the Philsports Arena 
would be hindsight, wisdom gained in the af- 
terthought, reactive and reflexive. But some 
things that are being said and done in the wake of 
the tragedy are just too disturbing to let pass. 

First, of course, this is an event that "no one 
wanted to happen,” as Willie Revillame, host of 
“Wowowee,” kept saying in the hours and days 
after 74 people died early Saturday morning. It’s 
not as if Revillame, the production staff of "Wow- 
wowee,” or even the top management of ABS- 
CBN, had sat around and plotted to squeeze thou- 
sands of hopeful spectators into a sloping drive- 
‘way that stopped at steel gates and barricades—a 
deadly funnel that virtually guaranteed injuries 
and fatalities. 

Tt would be hindsight to say today that ће 
ABS-CBN people should have realized that such а 
layout was a recipe for disaster. But the arena 
(which used to be called Ultra) management, I'm 
sure, was well aware of the conditions the crowds 
‘would be facing. This is not the first such stam- 
pede at the arena, nor the first deaths from a fran- 
tic crowd. 

‘But was ABS-CBN “caught by surprise” at the 
throng that had gathered in Pasig for the first an- 
niversary show of "Wowowee"? Long before this, 
“Magandang Umaga Pilipinas,” Channel 2's early 
morning show, had been airing aerial footage of 
the area around the station's audience entrance, 
showing the kilometer-long queues of people 
desperate to enter the noontime game show. 

A friend recalls an episode on Korina Sanchez's 
show featuring people lining up for “Wowowee,” 
even profiling a couple who divided their work- 
ing day between a cotton candy vending business. 
and queuing at the station. And of course, Revil- 
Jame had been touting the first anniversary spe- 
cial and its heavy load of prizes for days on end on 
the show itself. 

WHAT I'm trying to say is that those folk were 
invited to the PhilSports Arena. They didn’t 
just happen to be there. ABS-CBN wanted a 
spectacular crowd inside and outside the are- 


na, and that is what they got. 
The 


SOME OF MANILAS LESSER KNOWN DELIGHTS 
and something to look forward to—are book 
launches of Alfredo Roces works. The size of his 
latest work, "Adios Patria Adorada: the Filipino as 
lustrado, the Ilustrado as Filipino," is just about 
right, making it convenient to tote anywhere, un- 
like his previous one that's so huge it lies en- 
tombed on the coffee table and has to be read 
standing up just like the Oxford Dictionary. 

It isalso a pleasure seeing friends you meetin- 
frequently, beginning with the author himself 
and his muse, the lovely Irene, as he describes 
her. There is also the stellar cast of speakers like 
Frankie Jose whose self-deprecatory remarks 
about his bald pate resulted in focusing atten- 
tion on sundry Roces kin's shiny domes. But 
Frankie had a further interesting point to make 
with regard to the book which perhaps may in- 
trigue you enough to read it. And this is whether 
the Ilustrados sincerely wanted independence 
for the good of the country or they wanted it so 
that they could take over the colonizers role. 
Did they collaborate first with the Spaniards, 
then with the Americans, then the Japanese and 
finally with the powers-that-be to fulfill this am- 
bition? And is this the reason the country is in 
the mess it's in now? 

Roces’ premise is that it was the llustrados— 
Rizal, Luna, Paterno, Mabini, Del Pilar, Sanciang- 
со, et al—who “invented” the Filipino national 
identity. That this identity was born in the 19th 
century, forged out of painful experiences at 
home and flowered in Europe leading eventually 
to the 1996 Revolution. The quintessential 
llustrado is and remains Jose Rizal. 

The author explains that he wanted to tell an 
unbiased story, to set the record straight to bal- 
ance the versions of the post-World War II histori- 
ans who present the llustrado as “villains” who 
“betrayed the masses” and who lacked “radical 

vent and populist ideology.” Rather than 
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to crack down on graft and corruption especially 
in customs, thus opening itself up to more debili- 
tating attacks that set back economic recovery. 
On the other hand, Congress is gridlocked over 
many bills that could uplift our countryside. For 
instance, when President Kalam spoke about how 
millions of hectares in India have been planted to 
Jatropha for diesel fuel, it brought to mind our 
‘government's plan to go big on coco diesel as one 
alternative fuel. Developing coco diesel, howev- 
er, is very much dependent on research and a sup- 
port structure for the coconut industry, but this 
fas been rendered inutile by moves of Eduardo 
Cojuangco's group to block the use, even just the 
interest of a portion of the P130-billion coco levy 
funds for this purpose. In the meantime, the ma- 
jority of our over three million coconut farmers 
‘and their families remain dirt poor and their at- 
eas remain NPA-infested. 

As Kalam spoke about the planting of Jat- 
ropha on a huge scale in India, my mind raced 
‘back to the billion trees bill, passed by the House 
but pending, like so many other bill, in the Sen- 
ate, and how it could generate so much employ- 
ment. And what about the bill creating a housing 
authority that could build three million houses, 
decongesting Metro Manila and triggering a rip- 
ple effect on the economy through 60 allied in- 
Gustries? It also lies dormant in the Senate. On 
the other hand, the Church and the rich classes 
continue to pay lip service to a truly meaningful 
poverty alleviation And what about 
the giant network that caused the tragedy be- 
cause of its mindless race for top ratings, ne- 
glecting elementary security measures and 
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So it’s only right—and obligatory—for the 
giant network to say they would pay for the fu- 
neral and burial services of those who died in 
the crush, and for the hundreds more injured. 
Revillame has said he would spend much of 
this week making the rounds and paying his re- 
spects to the families of the deceased. It is an ad- 
mirable decision, but it is the least he can do for 
his fans, or as the network talents now refer to 
viewers, their “kapamilya” or family members. 
‘As the “face” of “Wowowee,” the personality 
whose charisma drew both the live and televi- 
sion audiences, Revillame owes it to the bereft 
to show some humanity and empathy. I was 
truly touched when he said on TV that the 
biggest thing that hit him when he dropped by 
a funeral parlor preparing the remains of the 
victims were the familiar faces, especially of 
the senior citizens, who had been regulars at 
the studio. This made sense, since as devotees 
they would have been in front of the line, the 
most vulnerable to a stampede. So even as just 
an "old" friend, it is Revillame's social obliga- 
tion to comfort those orphaned as a result of 
his “invitation.” 
1 HAD been wondering what ABS-CBN manage- 
ment's decision would be regarding the airing of 
"Wowowee," so I was heartened to see yesterday 
that instead of the frenetic game show, the station 
decided to air “Alay sa Kapamilya,” news footage 
and commentary interspersed with inspirational 
song performances. I understand “Alay” will air 
for a week, while Revillame does his rounds, but 1 
expect "Wowowee" will be back on air after that, 
or whenever the station bosses feel the air has 
cleared and it can go about its usual business. 


crowd control as well as the time-honored val- 
ues of hard work and perseverance, which are 
antidotes to poverty? 

Senators have alleged that many millions in fer- 
tilizer funds were channeled to President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo’s supporters in the last elections, as а 
way of getting them to work for her candidacy. 
Names of members of the House of Representa- 
tives have surfaced in the media as alleged recipi- 
ents of fertilizer funds released between March 
and April of 2004, just weeks before the May 2004 
elections. House members quickly denied the alle- 
gations, saying these аге part of a demolition job 
against identified GMA supporters. They also say 
that a number of senators were recipients them- 
selves. The veracity of the allegations, however, 
can be easily verified from the Commission on Au- 
dit, which should speak out and issue the list of the 
recipients in the interest of truth. 


Certainly dismaying was the footage aired on 
“Alay sa Kapamilya” showing that even after they 
announced that “Wowowee” would not be airing, 
a long line of hopefuls had still gathered at the 
audience entrance, with many eyeing the prizes 
that would have been given away last Saturday. 

‘Many among the ABS-CBN talents, led by Re- 
villame, have sought to mitigate their guilt by 
saying that the people behind the show were only 
motivated by a desire to “help the poor,” to hand 
out a measure of hope and alleviate the people's 
dreary lives by promising a windfall, from a few 
thousands to a house-and-lot worth more than a 
million pesos. 

Butlers be blunt about it. Greed lay behind ће 
tragedy. For the crowd, it was greed born of des- 
peration, greed for “easy” money, for the lucky 
draw, of, failing that, the chance to be seen on TV 
and hug their favorite cel 


BUT even as one understands and even sympa- 
thizes with such greed—hunger and poverty 
can provoke extreme behavior—I have less 
sympathy for the kind of commercial greed 
that lay behind “Wowowee.” 

Facing a competitor which had ruled the 
time slot for decades, and against which it had 
mounted show after show, only to fail miser- 
ably in the ratings, ABS-CBN conceptualized 
“Wowowee” which was a game show only in 
name, as Revillame himself confessed, and in- 
stead relied on drawing an audience—and the 
ratings—by throwing money at people. Tina 
Monzon Palma, replying to а question about 
the station fostering a “mendicant” mentality 
among its audience, parried it by saying NGOs 
were also among the show's beneficiaries. 

‘But whether benefiting individuals or orga- 
nizations, shows like “Wowowee” show us 
how dangerous— and profitable—they can be. 
Weall subscribe to the adage that says, "Give a 
man a fish and you feed him for a day, teach 
him how to fish and you feed him for life.” And 
yet it’s fairly obvious that given a choice be- 
tween fish and fishing skills, people will al- 
ways go for the easy money. And it's easy mon- 
ey that brings in the ratings. 


‘Ilustrado’ as Filipino 


SENSE AND 
SENSIBILITY 


SA 
Bambi L. Harper 
| 


viewing the Ilustrados and their world from a 
20th-century “proletarian ideology and a rigid 
class struggle” interpretation, Roces tries to as- 
sess political dynamics through “traditional kin- 
ship politics.” His focus is on the conflict within 
the “principalia class” because, believe it or not, 
ме were already quarreling among ourselves 
even then and whoever said heroes couldn't be 
petty? The author calls it “that fatal inclination to 
create factions over personalities rather than 
ideas.” (Need we mention Estrada or Poe or any 
of our celebrities who ran for public office?) 

The narrative moves from the end of the 
Galleon Trade that marked the beginning of eco- 
nomic self-reliance for this Spanish colony to a 
brief foray (one chapter) into the granting of our 
independence. The bulk of the book is devoted to 
the 19th century and the conditions that led to 
the formation of the Filipino. The word “Filipino” 
at first referred to Spaniards born in the Philip- 
pines. Later it included mestizos, both Chinese 
and European, and finally, it encompassed the 
poor Indio (metamorphosed into the "noble sur- 
vivors of some lost Eden") who then as now re- 
main at the bottom of the pecking order. 

There were then among members of the Propa- 
ganda Movement the mestizo-Indio nationalists 
and the creole patriots (composed of assimila- 
tionist hijos del pais). The former wanted some- 
thing like а Philippines for Filipinos, while the lat- 
ter were for equal rights as Spanish citizens. It 
was the separatists whose logic would influence 


those who would later claim that Bonifacio, and 
not Rizal, should be the National Hero because 
Rizal was “an elitist—and a pacifist to boot who 
wrote in Spanish and openly expressed qualms 
about the success of a revolution by the 
Katipunan.” Yer, even among them there was no 
avoiding the usual crab mentality. 

With regard to the major characters that peo- 
pled this 19th-century stage, Roces gives brief 
Sketches of their backgrounds. For those unfamil- 
iar with these historical players, the information 
is both interesting and useful. Roces is kinder in 
his assessments than Nick Joaquin and his disillu- 
sioned "А Question of Heroes." While Luna and 
Hidalgo were the first to challenge and win 
against what was then perceived to be Spanish 
superiority in the visual arts, it was Rizal who 
proved that a masterful novel in Castilian could 
be written by a Filipino. 

Events, human conflicts and their results are an- 
alyzed to highlight the development of a sense of 
nationhood and the creation of the Filipino. Be- 
hind the scenes analyses of the Propaganda Move- 
ment, La Liga Filipina, the problems with publica- 
tions like La Solidaridad and España en Filipinas 
showcase the weakness of our psyche (always the 
particular never the whole; the personal rather 
than the general), the lack of unity, the petty in- 
trigues and jealousies. Even without stating the 
similarity, the reader can conclude that present- 
day problems that bedevil the country have their 
roots in our incapacity to transcend the ego. 

De La Salle Press official claim that they gen- 
erally sell only 500 copies of their publications. 
Considering their student body, this is a rather de- 
pressing figure. But even worse is the thought 
that so few would have a chance to understand 
the Ilustrado and his real contribution to this 
‘country. 

Comments at bambiharper@yahoo.com 
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Who will clean up 
the mess you left? 


MY GENERATION IS ADMITTEDLY A CONFUSED LOT, ВОТ" 
itis notour fault. At home and ín school, we are taught not to 

lie, cheat or steal. If I were to be caught cheating in my school 

‘exams, I would be expelled. If my father caught me lying, I 

would lose an entire week's allowance and 1 would be 

grounded for at least a month. If the barangay tanods caught 
me stealing, I would be put in jail. All this seems to be only: 
fair, but 1 do not see 
the same standards 
being applied to old- 
ег people, including 
those whose salaries 
come from taxes 
paid by my hard- 
working parents. 

President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo has 
been accused of ly- 
ing, cheating and 
stealing. And I have 
heard many people speak in her defense. Let me enumerate. 
the three arguments put forward by her defenders. Firstly 
they say, she should not leave office because she is presumed 
innocent until proven guilty after due process. Secondly, she 
did nothing wrong when she talked to an election official; in. 
fact, all the suspicious remarks made during their conversa- 
tion, such as those pertaining to kidnapping, vote padding 
and vote manipulation, were mouthed by the election offi- 
cial, not her. Thirdly, granted she is guilty, she remains ош 
best option at the moment. 4+ 

The President should not leave office because she 
should be presumed innocent until proven guilty? But 
‘aren't we reducing a moral issue to a purely legal one? ThE" 
law may be useful in establishing people's legal rights and 
responsibilities, but it can not dictate the basis of human 
relations, especially where trust and confidence are cop, 
cerned. $ 

My parents have taught me that trust is earned and must 
be continuously earned. I trust my parents not because tlie 
law says I should, but because they have not done anything. 
to make me distrust them. 

Besides, there are truths that stare one in the face arith 
there are truths that are like needles buried in thé 
haystack. The presumption of innocence is useful in cases 
where the truth lies buried. Where the truth is as patent аз 
the sun rising in the east, must we still presume other- 
wise? If my girlfriend catches me passionately kissing an, 
other girl, I can demand that she give me due process be^ 
fore being punished, but cannot demand that she contin” 
ue to trust me. * 

One highly respected businessman, whose autobiogra- 
phy I have read, says that leaders ought to follow a stan-, 
dard much higher than the one applied to their followers. If 
he is caught by shareholders doing something inimical to 
his company, the only honorable thing for him to do is to re- 
sign. After resigning, he can demand that due process Бе: 
followed in determining what punishment he should be 
given. 5 

This business leader says that setting a higher standard for 
leaders is only fair because they are very powerful, unlike 
their subordinates who have nothing else but due process to 
protect them against abusive leaders. Leaders caught with 
their hands in the cookie jar can no longer lead because they. 
have lost their moral ascendancy. Elsewhere I read that the 
Romans applied a similar higher standard to the conduct oF 
Caesar's wife. 

‘The President did nothing wrong in talking to an election: 
official and all the suggestions about illegal activities were, 
made by the latter? So why didn’t the President say anything; 
to stop him? Wasn't she horrified that an election commis- 
sioner appointed by her was planning to do something Ше- 
gal? 1f she called him only to protect her votes, did it not оп, 
cur to her that this official could not be trusted since he was. 
talking about manipulating the results? m 

My teachers їп religion and ethics tell me there are sins 
of omission as well as of commission. I am sure that if fij 
father heard me say that I intend to cheat in my school ex?" 
ams, he would not let that remark pass without threaten- 
ing me with the most terrifying punishment if ever 1 саг. 
ried it out. 

‘The President is our best option and she represents Е 
lesser evil? None of my teachers ever gave me the notion that 
evil is fine as long as it is the lesser evil. According to them; 
evil is evil and we should never compromise on it. If our best. 
available option is someone who lied, cheated and stole, we. 
are doomed. Does this mean that no one among the 80 mil- 
lion Filipinos today is good enough to lead this country?’ 
‘What if, heaven forbid, something tragic happens to oùr- 
"pest option" at present? Will we have to import Lee uae 
Yew or Thaksin Shinawatra because no one among us Fil 
ipinos is good enough to run this country? 

Every day of my life, my teachers and my parents айтой:> 
ish me to shape up. I think it is now my generation's turn to 
tell my parents and those who run this country that itis time. 
for them to shape up. They are being selfish and myopic, 
when they complain about the inconvenience and disruption. 
caused by people protesting against lying, cheating and 
stealing. They would rather go about their regular business 
even if that means leaving many fundamental and moral is- 
sues unresolved. 

Like a ghost that was momentarily driven away, today’s 
moral issues will come back to haunt us, Guess who will be 
left to deal with this ghost when it returns? Guess who will 
be left to deal with the ugly litter of an irresponsible and apa 
thetic generation that would trade their children's future for 
short-term convenience? Guess who will have to painfully 
sort out the moral confusion wrought upon them by their el- 
ders who practice a double standard? 


Younc BLoop 


Jose Miguel 
V Bermudez 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Jose Miguel V Bermudez, 17, is a first year BS Education stii- 
dent at the Southville International School in Las Piñas City. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 


Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood inquir. 
ercom.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in ог if employed, the posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work wih. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previous 
published. 


The INQUIRER is a member of the 
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IN HIS LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
(PDI 1/23/06), Rolando Q. Estra- 
da, who seems to be a well-edu- 
cated person, having done re- 
search fellowship in Germany 
and studied Canadian politics, 
wrote that he would rather dance 
with the “devil I know” (meaning 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo) than 
with the “tired and old faces" of 
the Marcos regime, Edsa П and 
the opposition allied with Joma 
Sison. 

If Estrada had been given eter- 
nallife, probably in a pact with the 
devil like Dr. Faustus, he would 
have urged Jesus to yield to the 
devil's temptation at the top of the 
mountain; danced with the 
Pharaoh as a Jewish slave rather 
than join Moses in crossing the 
Red Sea to freedom; sang with 
Nero and Caligula while they 


burned Christians at the Roman 
Forum; rollicked with Torquema- 
dato the cries of the thousands he 
had tortured and murdered dur- 
ing the Inquisition; waltzed with 
King George as he tried to sup- 
press the American revolution; 
partied with Marie Antoinette and 
King Louis XVI while the French 
people starved and rose in revolu- 
tion; acclaimed our Spanish rulers 
їп executing Rizal and fighting 
Bonifacio; hailed Hitler, saluted 
Mussolini and applauded Tojo 
during their fascist reign and ini- 
tial victories in World War II; and 
danced the samba with Pinochet, 
the tango with Ferdie and Imelda, 
аз he would dance the Cha-cha 
with GMA. 

You don't dance with the dev- 
il—any devil. You overthrow or 
defy him or her. People who are 
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oppressed, who are victimized by 
injustice and exploitation, who 
are deceived, have a right and a 
duty to overthrow their oppres- 
sors and deceivers, if not for their 
own sake, for the sake of their 
children and future generations. 
What if the slaves of the American 
south had sided with the devils 
they knew—their_masters—and 
not joined the anti-slavery forces 
of the North during the American 
civil war? 

Progress—social, political and 
economic—comes with change. 
We should not be afraid of 
change from bad conditions. 
‘Things may be worse in the short 
run, but they would be better in 
the long run. That is the verdict 
of history. 

—MANUELE ALMARIO, 
mfalmario@yahoo.com 


Against GMA, Drilon has more to lose than gain 


AMANDO DORONILA OBVIOUS- 
ly made some biased observa- 
tions on the stand of the Liberal 
Party asking President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo to resign. (PDI, 
1/30/06) 

The LP position was approved 
by the majority of the members of 
its directorate, The party, as a 
democratic organization, adheres 
to the majority rule, However, 
based on its liberal democratic 
principles, the LP also allows its 
individual members to express 
and hold on to their dissent as a 
matter of conscience. Thus, the 
party maintains unity in diversity. 

The LP Manila chapters cele- 
bration of the party’s 60% an- 
miversary held separately from 
that of the LP national committee, 
did not mean that the party is di- 
vided by factionalism, as Doronila 
suggested. The LP Manila Chapter 
celebration was like any of the lo- 
cal LP celebrations held in other 
cities and provinces. 

‘The party decision to ask Ms Ar- 
royo to resign was based on what 
it considered the best interest of 
the country Senate President 


Franklin Drilon agreed with the 
decision, which jibes with the pop- 
ular sentiment as shown by a sur- 
vey indicating that about 80 per- 
cent of the Filipinos want GMA to 
step down. The polls also show 
that Drilon, incumbent LP presi- 
dent, has the highest positive net 
approval rating among legislative 
leaders. 

Doronila noted that some LP 
leaders have conflicting ambitions 
for the presidency. This is normal 
in any political party and that is 
why there are party conventions 
to resolve such issues. The LP is 
proud that it has many leaders 
who are qualified to be president. 
It considers Doronila's observa- 
tion—that the LP leadership is 
"top heavy'—as a compliment. 

Doronila presumes a personal 
motive on the part of Drilon for 
supporting the party decision. 
Should Drilon disregard his prin- 
ciples and belief and just sit on the 
fence on the ground that his mo- 
tives might be questioned, be- 
cause under the Constitution he is 
third in the line of presidential 
succession? This would be aban- 


donment of his duty and betrayal 
of his conscience. 

Doronila also claiths that 
Drilon's hold on the Senate presi- 
dency has become “precarious.” 
This is a baseless assumption. 
The Senate president continues 
to enjoy the support and confi- 
dence of the majority of the mem- 
bers of the Senate, induding 
those who are with the adminis- 
tration party. 

Drilon has more to gain in sid- 
ing with the President just like the 
other politicians who support her 
regardless of the convincing evi- 
dence of massive election cheat- 
ing, unbridled corruption and 
consistent lying that have charac- 
terized her administration. In ask- 
ing the President to resign, in ac- 
cordance with his party's decision, 
the Senate president has coura- 
geously laid his political career on 
the line. 

ANTONIO A. GALLARDO, 
chief of staff, 

Office ofthe Senate President, 
6/F Senate of the Philippines, 
GSIS Building, 

Financial Center, Pasay City 


SSS still studying proposed EPCIB-BDO merger 


THIS IS IN REFERENCE TO THE 
letter of Amado Cabaero (PDI, 
1/23/06) on the proposal of Ban- 
со de Oro (BDO) Universal Bank 
to merge with Equitable PCIBank 
(EPCIB). The Social Security Sys- 
tem (SSS) has a substantial stake 


"It is ironic that 
Winston Garcia, president of the. 
Government Service Insurance 
System, which has only a little 
over one million members, should 
be the one to stand up for and pro- 
tect the interest of SSS members, 
by appealing to the SSS to join the 


GSIS in connection with BDO's bid 
to merge with EPCIB. The SSS’ 
and GSIS' combined sharehold- 
ings would certainly be able to 
command a good price. Unless the 
SSS members are betrayed again 
fora third time." 

Cabaero's opinion about the 
betrayal of 555 members is pure 
speculation. The SSS is not in a 
position to make any formal 
statement on BDO's offer to 
merge with EPCIB at this time be- 
cause of а pending case in the 
Supreme Court involving its EP- 
CIB shares, 
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But the Social Security Com- 
mission is studying BDO's propos- 
al to merge with EPCIB. It still has 
to go through several rigorous and 
intensive studies by our invest- 
ment group before a decision can 
be made on the proposal. Rest as- 
sured, however, the 555 will de- 
cide with prudence and with ut- 
most concern for йз more than 25 
million members. 
—JOEL R PALACIOS, 
assistant vice president, 
Media Affairs Department 
Social Security System, 
East Avenue, Diliman, QC 


Pacquiao’s win: 
Is it worth all 
the rejoicing? 


“WHEREFORE REJOICE?” THUS 
asked a Roman senator of Julius 
Caesars triumphant entry into 
Rome. At the risk of being called a 
spoiler or a kontrabida, 1 dare ask 
the same question of the hysteria 
over Manny Pacquiao's return to 
the Philippines. Mind you, I did 
not bet on Erik Morales, although 
I honestly thought he could 
win—as I did not see the hype in 
his training. 

It was a non-tide fight that Pac- 
quiao won. Morales was on the 
downhill—palaos na! Boxing is а 
non-major Olympic event. 

Most of us love winners and 
popular personalities but only 
when they are hot items. Then we 
forget them easily. Who still re- 
members Velasco, Espinosa or the 
Вай Boy from Dadiangas? 

The Pacquiao brouhaha only 
seeks to entertain and make us 
forget the unsolvable problems 
that have confronted us for so 
long. It brings to mind the “Thrilla 
in Manila" and the Miss Universe. 
pageant during the Marcos dicta- 
torship. 

Now comes the too familiar 
spectacle of poor boys donning 
gloves and sparring or fighting in 
dingy streets in the hope of be- 
coming another Pacquiao and es- 
caping poverty. They are cleverly 
diverted from the real cause of 
their poverty and the most effec- 
tive means of resolving it—which 
is not by becoming a boxing world 
champion. 

А few days ago, a number of 
overseas Filipino workers came 
back to the country with tales of 
horror from the countries where 
they had been forced to work by 
poverty at home. What has hap- 
pened to their complaints? What 
will happen to them whom we 
have called heroes? 

What comparable honors do we 
bestow upon the other OFWs 
whose dollar remittances have 
saved the Philippine economy, 
when they return to the country? 

Many among us have not only 
overacted but also persisted in be- 
ing hypocritical. Hello, anyone? 
“Wherefore rejoice? What con- 
quests brings he home? What trib- 
utaries follow him to Rome, to 
grace in captive bonds his chariot 
wheels?” 

ARCHIMEDES S. MARQUEZ, 
429 Gov. A. Pascual St., 
Navotas, Metro Manila 
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Send back tourism bill to committee 


WE WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS sure their competitiveness. lt 
our grave concern over Senate Bill would be foolish for them to set up 
No. 2138 which seeks to reorga- criteria that would cause the self- 
nize the Department of Tourism. destruction of tourism enterprises. 
Ме are sad to note that it was What isbeyond comprehension 
crafted without adequate consul- in the bill is that the tourism secre- 
tation from stakeholders in the tary will be assuming functions 
travel and tourism industry The and tasks that are beyond his ca- 
bill is now undergoing floordelib- pability and expertise. He or she 
erations in the Senate en route to will participate or get involved in * 
second and final reading. policymaking matters pertaining 
Although the measurehassome to aviation, security, transporta- 
merits, it contains a number of tion, infrastructure development 
provisions that could harm, in- and licensing, The tourism secre- 
stead of promote, tourism. tary can even issue visa to tourists, 
The 0555 “tourism fee” to be assuming the function of the De- 
charged to tourists for every night partment of Foreign Affairs, and 
of stay in hotels as proposed in the would have a say in the granting 
bill will be a burden to both tourists of franchise to airport taxi opera- 
and hotels. Tourists already pay tors. The tourism secretary will 
their tour packages in their coun- thus become very powerful, per- 
tries of origin. The fee will beasur- haps, even more powerful than 
prise additional surcharge at check- Ње President of the Philippines. 
‘ut time. On the other hand, the fee Anybody who will assume the 
will force hotels to jack up their post of tourism secretary, should 
room rates and make them uncom- the bill be enacted into law, will 
petitive in the Asean region. have tobe а "superman" to be able 
The ЫШ also requires tourism to perform the job effectively. 
enterprises to obtain not onlysev- То put sense into the bill and 
eral permits and licenses from lo- make it reflective of industry con- 
cal government units but alsoreg- cerns and needs, we ask that the 
ular accreditation from the DOT. measure be brought back to the 
This will over-regulate the indus- concerned Senate committees for 
чу and put tourism enterprises а: further discussions and fine-tuning. 
the mercy of these agencies. A —ROBERT LIM JOSEPH, г 
sure prescription for corruption. chair, 
As far as standards are con- National Association of 
сетей, tourism-oriented organi- Independent Travel Agencies, 
zations have set up their own stan- 2253 Aurora Blvd. (Tramo), . 
dards to police their ranks and en- Pasay City 


The tragedy was bound to happen 


ON THE NIGHT OF FEB. 3, 1 депу people, died in a stampede 
drove by the PhilSports Arena at фе PhilSports Arena. I figured 
(formerly Ultra) and saw the line і was going to happen because 

of people stretching down to- wes really chaotic downi 
"ward Valle Verde Village. also there—lack of police, no Channel 
saw people sleeping on the road. 2vansororganizers from the net- _ 
I was surprised at what I saw. I work, no emergency stations, etc. 
asked a couple of people walking The media, government and 
and that’s when I found out it police should have prepared for 
was because of the “Wowowee” an emergency response to a possi- 
show. ble emergency situation. They will 

We were saddened to hear the рау for this. 

following morning, Feb. 4, that SHIRLEY GRANDE, 
more than 70 people, mostly el- shirleygrande@yahoo.com 


Leftists keep blaming gov't 


IWASIRKED BYTHELEFTISTPAR- the government for whatever 
tli groups (Sanlakes, Akbayan, tragedy, mistake and blunder 
among others) which readily there is in the country. Why can't 
blamed the government for the re- they help the poor and act like a 
‘ent stampede at the PhilSports Are- Filipino, for a change? 
па, saying that povery force the This country will never prog- 
poor to swarm into game shows. ress if the communists keep on 

We live in а democratic country, barking up the wrong tree. We 
the networks албай have theirfree- need unity, not division. 
dom to do what they like, muchas Tappeal to them: For God's sake 
these so-called “congressmen” сап and for the Filipinos who died 
do whatever they like to do. The fighting for a better life, open your 
poor people who wenttoUltrahave minds. Let us be realistic, nothing 
the right to join or not to join the will prosper if we keep on fighting 
game show. They went there on and engaging in too much poli- 
their own free will, notwithstand- ticking and killing on the altar of 
ing the risks involved. their unrealisticideology. 

May I point out that these "leg- —ROWELL DIAZ, 
islative desperados” always blame rowelldiaz@yahoo.com 
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Research volunteers await arrival of humpback whales 


From page Al 
‘emerged from the water beside the 
research boat, 

“The first time 1 saw a whale I 
was expecting to be scared,” he 
says, “I was not. Iwas excited.” 


Alaskan feeding grounds 

Fach year, the warming of the 
waters surrounding the Philippine 
archipelago signals the arrival of 
humpback whales at the Babuyan 
Islands from their Alaskan and 
Russian feeding grounds. 

‘About 50 km north of Luzon, the 
Babuyan Islands is recognized as a 
region of high marine biodiversity. 

Of the 25 species of cetaceans or 
marine mammals found in the 
Philippines, 14 can be found at 
Babuyan, including the humpback 
whale, sperm whale and bottle- 
nosed dolphin, 

External pressures, such as illegal 
hunting and overfishing, have 
threatened the global population of 
cetaceans. Humpbacks are listed as 
endangered under the Intemational 
"Union for the Conservation of Na- 
ture and the US Endangered Species 
Act 


Poorly documented 

Until the late 1990s, the pres- 
ence of humpback whales in the 
Philippines had been poorly docu- 
mented. Although local communi- 
ties at Babuyan were aware of the 
presence of the humpbacks, the 
Philippines lacked a formal re- 
search program to record the size 


Exec tells 


From page Al 


Patrick Caoile, treasurer of the 
association, said the mining in- 
dustry had taken exception to the 
pastoral letter of the Catholic 
Bishops Conference of the Philip- 
pines (CBCP) which denounced 
the industry, because it virtually 
included miners among the 
rogues’ gallery of pimps and 
“jueteng” lords. 

‘Mining people, who are mainly 
engineers and geologists looking for 
a scientific basis, are angry that bish- 
‘opsare meddling in economic affairs 
similar to events that our national 
hero, Jose Rizal, described almost 
150 years ago; Caolle said. 

"(Des time the bishops realized 
that the time of Spanish colonial rule 
is long gone. Or are they just afraid 
of losing control of their flock?” 

‘The bishops called for the repeal 
of the Mining Act of 1995 and urged 
President Macapagal-Arroyo "to re- 
call all approved mining concessions 
and to disapprove pending applica- 
tions" 

The Mining Act opened up the 
mining industry to foreign firms. 

"The promised economic benefits 
of mining by these transnational cor- 
porations are outweighed by the dis- 
Jocation of communities, especially 


and health ofthe population. 

In 2000, WWEPhilippines began 
an annual program to collect data on 
the whales each summer. With the 
lack of govemment and private 
funding, the Humpback Whale Re- 
search and Conservation Project 
(HWRCP) has largely been powered 
by volunteer labor since it began. 

While the technical nature ofthe 
work requires individuals to pos- 
sess some skills relevant to the re- 
search, previous volunteers includ- 
ed visual artists, biologists, free- 
lance photographers, fisheries 
graduates and mathematicians. 

Elson Aca, WWF project officer 
for the HWRCB first became in- 
volved as a humpback volunteer 
after finding himself frustrated 
working asa computer scientist. 

“There's no interaction. The 
computer does not talk back to 
you," hesays. 


Off to sea at 6 a.m. 

Although his employment did in- 

volve some environmental applica- 

tions, such as computer-based map- 
eg ex chon paral he etis 
humpback research project has of- 
fered him the opportunity to apply 
his skills at the grass-roots level. 

Off to sea at 6 a.m., the research 
volunteers spend their days on а 
small chartered outrigger boat. 
When a whale is sighted, the time 
and location are recorded by a vol- 
unteer data recorder using the 
Global Positioning System (GPS). 

A photographer also captures 


The ‘singing’ humpback whales 


‘THE ACTIVE AND ACROBATIC HUMPBACK WHALE 
belongs to the family of rorquals, which is charac- 
terized by pleats running from the lower jaw to the 
belly and afin on the back. The shape and color 
pattern of the humpback’s fin and tail are distinc- 
tive, just like human fingerprints. 

A humpback whale feeds on small fish and crus- 
taceans, eating up to 1.5 tons a day. Adult hump- 
backs weigh 25-40 tons. Females are mostly longer 
than the males, measuring 13.7-15.2 meters, аз 
‘opposed to the male's 12.2-14.6m. They reach sex- 
ual maturity in six to 10 years. A female humpback 
usually gives birth every two to three years, after a 
one-year gestation period. 

Interestingly, male humpbacks sing complex 


"songs" that last 10-20 minutes. Scientists found 
that whales in the North American Atlantic popula- 
tion sang the same song as those in the North 
‘American Pacific population. The song changes 
gradually every year. 

Most humpbacks also follow a regular migration 
route, going to temperate and polar waters during 
‘summer for feeding, and to tropical waters during 
winter for mating and giving birth. They do all this 
at the edges of the world's oceans, making them 
vulnerable to whalers. Humpbacks, which are also 
slow swimmers, number only 30,000 to 40,000 de- 
spite being given worldwide protection status by 
the International Whaling Commission in 1966. 

Cyril L. Bonabente, PDI Research 


images of the whale's tail so that 

ich animal could be identified. 
Each whale has а unique tail pat- 
tem allowing researchers to track 
the movements of individual 
whales globally. 

In seeking adventure, volun- 
teers for the project must make 
sacrifices such as ditching the mod- 
em conveniences of city living. 


Signs of success 
"We rent a house, or a hut," says 
Aca. "Water comes from a manual 
item the tolle Б just a bow! 
"which we tip out 
Food supplies for the projects 


two-month duration must also Ье 
brought їп by boat at the start of 
summer. 

Infrequent access to electricity 
makes computer data entry and con- 
tact with the outside world difficult. 
The recent construction of a сей ste 
in the region, however, has im- 
proved communications somewhat. 

The hard work in data collection 
is finally beginning to show signs 
of success. Last summer, 58 indi- 
vidual whales were sighted com- 
pared toseven in 2001 

Akhough sightings have in- 
creased, Aca believes that it is too 
early to analyze the results for any 


signs of population change due to 
the relatively short time span of the 
research. 

Having focused om recording 
data about the whales in previous 
seasons, the WWF project this year 
seeks to strengthen relationships 
with the local community through 
education programs. 


Fulfillment 

“When the weather is poor ... 
ме go into the schools and teach 
the schoolchildren} about the im- 
portance of whales and other 
cetaceans," Aca says. 

Iis the kind of work that leaves 


CBCP: Don’t demonize mine industry 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI- 
ronment and Natural Resources 
announced yesterday that it 
‘would junk the applications for 
mining concessions filed by sev. 
en mining companies. 
Environment Undersecretary 
for Mining Deinrado Dimalibot 
said the government was prepar- 
ing to send oùt orders for cancel- 
lation to Cordillera Exploration 
Co, Pico Minerals Corp, 
Pinatubo Cement and Mining 


Corp., International Pursuit Inc., 
Asturias Chemical Industries 
Inc., Ignatius Mining Corp. and 
Golden Falcon Mineral Corp. 

The seven companies had ap- 
plied for Financial or Technical As- 
sistance Agreements (FTAA), a 
contract between the Philippine 
goverment and mining compa- 
nies for the large-scale exploration 
and development of minerals. 

The cancelled FTAA applica- 
tions covered a total area of 
348,345 hectares. Luzon ac- 
‘counted for 47.2 percent of the 


DENR to junk 7 applications for mining concessions 


cancelled submissions by area. 

Pico's FTAA application for a 
79,056-ha mine area in Cagayan 
Valley was the largest of the can- 
celled submissions. 

"We have sent. out intents 0 
cance! to all 40 mining firms, but 
the seven will surely be cancelled. 
Weare already preparing the can- 
cellation orders for them," Dimal- 
‘bot said in an interview. 

“The seven ЕТААз were among 40 
FIMA applications being reviewed 
by the DENR to check the applicants? 
compliance with documentary re- 


quirements and reassess the viability 
ofthe proposed concession areas. 
тһе РЕМА sent a letter to all 
applicants on April 28 last year to 
see if the mining firms were still 
interested in pursuing their FTAA 
applications. No responses were 
received from the seven firms. 
The DENR is reviewing the 
other 33 FTAA applications, as- 
sessing the viability of the pro- 
posed mining sites and ability of 
the mining companies to meet 
government requirements. With 
areport from David Hayes 


among our indigenous brothers and 
sisters, the risks to health and liveli- 
hood, and massive environmental 
damage," the CBCP said. 


Only 29 bishops against 

Саойе nored that only 29 out of 
the roughly 112 bishops present at 
the CBCP annual meeting were 
against mining, with 12 of them 
coming from Bicol where the latest 
mining disaster, Lafayette’s mine 
spil, occurred. The mine is on Ra- 


pu-Rapu Island in Albay. 

Caoile said almost all of the 29 
bishops opposed to mining were at 
least 70 years old. 

“Bicol is by far one of the poorest 
regions in the country Are the bish- 
орз afraid of progress as this may 
veer the attention of the people to 
other mundane concems and the 
bishops will lose their power base 
among the impoverished?” he said. 

“Кал Marx once said that religion 
isthe opium of the people. The poor- 


er they are, the more they need their 
religion,” Coolle said. “But why limit 
antimining to Bicol? Why not im- 
poverish the whole country?" 


Саойе said that even the Bible 
urges the people to partake of na- 
tures wealth. 

"tn Deuteronomy chapter 8, vers- 
5 8 0 10, the Lord describes the 
Promised Land as ‘a land that pro- 
duces wheat and barley, grapes, figs, 


pomegranates, olives and honey 
"There you will never go hungry or 
everbe in need. ts rocks have iron in 
them, and from is hills you can 
mine copper. You will have all you 
‘want to eat and you will give thanks 
to the Lord your God for the fertile 
land he has given you," he said. 
Саойе wondered why the bish- 
Ops antmining views were not 
shared by their counterparts іл 
Catholic countries in Latin America, 
like Chile and Peru, that derive a big 


Cabinet appointees face rough sailing at CA 


From page Al 
of the LDP (Laban ng 
Demokratikong Pilipino) leaders, 
tobe amember of the board of di- 
rectors of the Development Bank 
of the Philippines,” Ermita said. 

Nachura, the eighth to be 
named to a Cabinet post in three 
days, replaced Merceditas Gut- 
tierez, who was appointed Om- 
budsman late last year. 

A lawyer, Nachura had re- 
turned to private practice after he 
failed to win a third term in 
Congress in the 2004 election. He 
has also been teaching law at San 
Beda College and Arellano Uni- 
versity and conducting pre-bar 
reviews in various universities. 

Nachura said the recent Cabi- 
met appointments were prepara- 
tions for а planned shift to the 
parliamentary system. 


Infor rough sailing 

But Sen. Miriam Defensor-San- 
tiago said Puno and Reyes were 
in for rough sailing at the Com- 
mission on Appointments. 


Santiago, an administration 
member of the CA and a known 
critic of Puno, said that a single 
то vote їп the commission would 
doom Puno and Reyes appoint- 
ments. 

“For Puno and Reyes, the 
chickens have come home to 
roost. In other words, just a single. 
enemy that they made in their 
long and checkered careers, as 
longas thatenemy is a member of 
the CA, has the power to put an 
end to all their political ambi- 
tions,” she said. 

‘Santiago said Puno would have 
to explain his alleged “key role” in 
the so-called Sulo Hotel Opera- 
tions Group, widely suspected of 
being at the center of “Operation 
Dagdag Bawas" (vote padding and 
shaving) during the 1992 presi- 
dential election, which Santiago 
lost to Fidel Ramos. 

In 1999, Santiago exposed al- 
leged irregularities in the P200- 
million Motorola radio deal, the 
P3.6-billion Mahogany drug test 
deal and the P16-million hand- 


cuffs purchases by the DILG, 
which Puno had headed at the 
time. 

Santiago said Reyes "is taking a 
rough road” to confirmation be- 
cause “until now” the faction of 
former President Joseph Estrada 
E a homicidal grudge 

t the (former Armed 
Forces) chief of staff who turned 
Over the Armed Forces to so- 
called civil society" during the 
Edsa Il revolt that ousted Estrada 
in January 2001. 

Estrada's son, Sen. Jinggoy 
Estrada, is a member of the CA. 


Wrong man at DENR 
Senate Minority Leader Aquili- 
по Pimentel Jr. said Reyes “may 
be the wrong man" at the DENR 
since he had no "background and 
much less interest" in the envi- 
ronment and natural resources. 
"President Gloria Macapagal- 
Arroyo owes the public an expla- 
nation why she placed Reyes, a 
military man, as DENR secretary 
when ideally and by tradition, 


this position should be held by a 
person who is an environmental- 
ist by training and inclination," 
Pimentel said. 

He said Malacafiang wanted 
Puno at the DILG so the adminis- 
tration could “make use of his ex- 
pertise as a political operator’ раг 
excellence" in mobilizing local 
government executives 10 sup- 
port Charter change, “the main 
aim of which is to perpetuate 
President Arroyo in power de- 
spite doubts over her legitimacy" 

He added that Reyes DENR 
post was a “fallback position" af- 
ter Reyes rejected Malacafiang’s 
offer to appoint him ambassador 
to Washington. 

Puno yesterday declared that 
he won't be giving up his 
Congress seat just yet. 

"I will ask the President to al- 
low me to take my oath of office 
as DILG secretary after | have 
been confirmed by the Commis- 
sion on Appointments," he said. 

Cavite Rep. Gilbert Remulla 
said "Puno's appointment could 


be read as a sign that Malacafiang 
did not want Charter change.” 
The lawmaker believed that 
despite Ms Arroyo's wish to speed 
up the shift to а parliamentary 
system of government by June 
this year, Malacaiiang “is ensur- 
ing that it will not push through." 
Катрі, which Puno heads as 
president, has not been supporting, 
Cha-cha, according to Remulla. 


People’s initiative 

Puno said Kampi, Ms Arroyo's 
political party, favored the con- 
stituent assembly espoused by 
Speaker Jose de Venecia over the 
constitutional convention рге- 
ferred by the Senate as the mode 
of changing the Charter. 

“t's still the best option for ev- 
eryone," he said, but stressed that 
he was still open to a people's ini- 
tiative to introduce spe. 
amendments to the 1987 Consti- 
gation. 

“Ёз one option,” said the law- 
maker, who is expected to spear- 
head the move by virtue of his posi- 


GMA allies twit ‘meeting of strange bedfellows’ 


From page Al 

“The thing speaks for itself,” 
said Binay, grinning from ear to 
ear 

“After the Mass, Mrs. Aquino 
and Мт. Estrada shook hands. 
Then they all went to another 
small room for snacks,” said 
Aquino's spokesperson Rafael 
Lopa. 

Aquino, 73, was at the fore- 
front of the campaign to oust 
Estrada, 68, in 2001. The Sunday 


meeting was the first time the 
two leaders came face to face. 

Estrada, wearing a beige jack- 
et and black sunglasses, said 
what happened before “was 
over,” that the “hatchet ... was 
already buried.” 


Bound by common desire 
Estrada, who is facing plunder 
and perjury charges, returned to 
his detention center in Tanay, 
Rizal, yesterday after a five-day 


confinementat the SJMC. 

“They are strange bedfellows 
bound by a common desire to 
oust the President at all cost. 
None of them, however, are con- 
sidered as viable options to re- 
place the President,” House Ma- 
Jority Leader Prospero Nograles 
said ina statement. 

"Until now, we are only treated 
to photo opportunities by opposi- 
tion leaders and members be- 
cause their declaration to unify 


has not materialized,” Nograles 
said. 

Deputy Speaker Gerry Sala- 
puddin said the four opposition 
leaders must have been hoping 
that they still had political clout. 

“They are hoping against hope 
that they can still influence the 
public, but they are only enter- 
taining an illusion,” he said. 

Salapuddin said the meeting 
showed that Drilon was рап of the 
problem and was really aiming for 


the presidency through an opposi- 
tion attempt at a power grab. 


‘Drilon dreaming’ 

"Senator Drilon is dreaming. 
It’s wishful thinking for him and 
the opposition to see the Presi- 
dent give up the presidency be- 
cause the people remain strongly 
behind her," Salapuddin said. 

Malacafiang also dismissed 
Sunday's gathering 

“Is this the first time this is hap- 


To room to worry about the pay. Aca, 
who used to do consultancy work, 
with various international organiza- " 
tions, like the Asian Development 
Bank and UN Development Pro! 
gram, has no regrets about exchang:" 
ing his dollar-paying jobs. 

"Monetary reward is not an іб! 
sue anymore. There is a certain ful- 
fillment to this,” says Aca, who is,” 
proposing to stay in Babuyan for d 
year to focus on the work, depend: 
ing on the availability of funds. 

Volunteers will also gather so- 
ciodemographic data through sur» 
veys. Aca hopes to build a better. 
understanding of the livelihoods of 
the Babuyan people and their per: 
ceptions of the environment. 


Environmental education ^ 

"What the community needs up”! 
there is education,” says Timoteo: * 
"Environmental education is prob- 
ably the most valuable contribu.) 
tion I can make to the project.” 

‘On Feb. 14, the volunteer team of 
seven will leave Manila for the is- 
lands. Traveling north by bus to: 
Aparriin Cagayan, then takinga four: ' 
to five-hour boat trip to the Camigui 
ог Calayan Islands, the volunteers 
will be based there until late April 
breaking only for Holy Week. 

Timoteo, who will be retuming ' 
to Babuyan this summer, is excited 
about enjoying a more simple exis- 
tence. 

“Tike che serenity,” he enthuses. 
"No noise, no traffic, no pollution.” * 

David A. Hayes 


chunk of their income from mining. 

He said that if the Church want- 
ed the mining industry to be ас. 
countable for the sins of one or twó ¢ 
оГ its players, it (Church) should * 
likewise be held accountable fot” 
the poverty in the country. 

"The mining industry is a highly 
regulated industry and the mining" 
concessionaires are made account 
able even for disasters as what hap- 
pened to Marcopper. Can the bish-. 
‘ops also be held accountable if their" 
antimining stance drives away for- 
eign investments?” he said. 

Caole quoted. Bishop Julio 
Labayen as saying that the 
Church's opposition to mining was 
not based on scientific grounds but: 
“on moral considerations due to 
human rights violations." 

"I had never associated mining: 
activities in light of human rights 
lations. Of course, there are acci 
dents like that of Marcopper itt” 
March 199[6]. But this was nob 
caused by a deliberate and willful act” 
of a human person against his fel“ 
lowmen,” Caolle said. 

The Chamber of Mines of the 
Philippines announced last wee. 
that it was willing to hold a dialogue 
with the CBCP over the pastoral ler: 
tes 
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tion as local government secretary 

“1 have been out of the prs 
for almost five years now,” sai 
Puno. 

“So my first task would be t 
hold a series of consultations 
with key officials of the DILG tg $ 
update me about the depart i 
ments thrust in line with the 
Presidents agenda." 


Nota payback 

Puno took time to belie allegat 
tions that he was the political opa: 
erator behind Ms Arroyo's cam: = 
paign in the 2004 presidential, 
election, and that his appoint: 
mentwas a political payback.” 

“I don't think anybody owes: 
me anything. The President does:: 
not owe me anything, except the:: 
votes she got from Antipolo,” hë: 
said, adding: 

“T have nothing to hide. I have: 
no agenda. 

Puno said his being linked to.: 
three anomalous deals during his 
two-year stint at the DILG was "toz 
be expect 


p 


pening? They have had a lot of 
shows of unity They had been 
marching and holding arms with 
each other mounting а people's ` 
court and ай sorts of moves to show 
unity But up to now, we do not know, 
how united they really are,” said Ex- 
ecutive Secretary Eduardo Ermita. 

"The fact remains that President 
Arroyo has the mandate ofthe peo: 
ple," Ermita said. With reports 
‘from Nelson Flores, TJ Burgoniq 
and Git С. Cabacungan Jr. 
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Semirara spill: 364,000 liters of oil 


* 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


ILOILO CITY—THE VOLUME OF THE OIL SPILL OFF 
the coast of Semirara Island in Antique has reached 
364,120 liters, according to the Coast Guard. 


capt. Arturo Olavario, Coast rara Island, part ofa group of nine 
Guard commander for Western islands of Caluya, Antique. 
‘Visayas, said the figure wasthere- Тһе oil spill has also contar 
sult of a technique called "sound- nated fish sanctuaries and dam- 
fg." which measured the remain- aged sea grasses and coral reefs. 
ing volume of fuel left in the four At least 10,000 residents have 
‘tanks of the power barge. been affected. 

He said the volume of oil spill The incident was considered 
was around a third of the total the country’s biggest oil spill ever. 
874,570 liters carried by the power Тһе Special Board of Marine 
barge of the National Power Corp. Inquiry (SBMI) will today begin 

“The Coast Guard estimates marathon hearings at the Coast 
were higher than the 195,000 Guard headquarters in Tloilo Ску 
liters reported by the power firm to look into the cause of the 
because it was based on the report grounding. The hearings are ex- 
of field personnel, said Napocor pected to last until Friday. 
spokesperson Dennis бапа. The fourmember board has 

He, however, maintained that summoned the captain of the tug- 
the estimated volume of oil spill boat that towed the barge, 
was less than 200,000 liters. Napocor representatives and 

“The Napocor power barge ran Coast Guard personnel. 
aground on Dec. 18 200 meters The cleanup crew in Semirara 
off Sitio Bobog in Barangay Semi- has collected 25,085 sacks of con- 
тага, one of three villages of the taminated material, according to 
island, after encountering huge а Coast Guard report. 

‘waves and strong winds. А team of researchers and sci- 

s The spilled bunker fuel has соп- entists from the University of the 
taminated 236 hectares of тап. Philippines in the Visayas (UPV) 
Groves (about four-and-a-half will conduct studies on the im- 
times the size of Luneta Park) and раст of the oil spill on the man- 
fO salom ofmarinelifenear Semi- groves this week. 
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RoUNDUP 
Suspected hijacker killed 


CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—Two men wearing ski masks shot dead 
the alleged leader of a group of hijackers in Bacoor, Cavite on Wednes- 
day. Police sald Joel Bawag, 31, a resident of Barangay Javalera, Gen- 
eral Trias, Cavite was about to board his Mazda car after visiting his 
‘common-law wife at about 8 a.m. when the two unidentified suspects 
shot him at close range. He said the victim died on the spot from at 
least five bullet wounds while the suspects fled the area in a gray 
sedan. The victim's live-in partner told investigators that her partner 
had been receiving threats after supposedly spilling the beans on some 
local and police officials involved in hijacking. Police said Bawag was 
suspected to be the head of a hijacking syndicate preying on semicon- 
ductor firms in Cavite and Laguna. 

Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


DA-FAO grant for Quezon rehab 


AGRICULTURE Secretary Domingo Panganiban turned over some 
P12 million worth of farm inputs to the towns of Real, Infanta and 
General Nakar in Quezon as part of government support for the reha- 
bilitation of areas devastated by flash floods and landslides in 2004. 
Ina ceremony held Jan. 19 in Infanta, Panganiban expressed поре 
that the grant package, consisting of three tractors, 30 carabaos, 30 
pigs and assorted planting materials, would be of help to the farm- 
ers, a statement released by the department yesterday said. The 
grant is a component of a DA-Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) project. Among those who witnessed the turnover were FAO 
representative Ramesh Jain, Director Armando Duque of the Nation- 
al Disaster Coordinating Council and DA regional director Dennis. 
Araullo. 


Guns for captives 


DAVAO CITY—Communist 

rebels holding three lumad in 

captivity here have demanded 

firearms in exchange for the vic- 

tims' release, the military said 

оп Friday. Col. Eduardo det 

Rosario, commander of Task 

Force Davao, said Leonardo 

Pitao's group demanded at least. 

five M-14 rifles before freeing 

their captives, including a vil 

lage councilor that they 

snatched on Jan. 25. Del Rosario said they would not negotiate with 

the rebels and soldiers have been sent to rescue the hostages. 
Dennis Jay Santos, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Co-op exec hurt in attack 
CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—Unidentified men shot and wounded an offi- 
cial of an electric cooperative in Batangas while he was sleeping in his 
house in Laurel town before Thursday midnight. Senior Supt. Francisco Don 
Montenegro, Batangas police director, identified the victim as Ruben Calin- 
isan, 64, director of the Batangas Electric Cooperative and principal of 
Wenceslao National High School in Laurel town. 

* Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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;; P1.2B LOAN CONTABUTEDOPMHOTO 
Č Officials ofthe Development Bank of the Phils. recent signeda P12 
|: bilion loan to cover the unpaid accounts of the Metro Cebu Water 
District (MCWD) with the Local Water Usities Administration. Shaking 
[^ hands are the principal signatories in the loan deal-DBP head Reynaldo 
David фей) and MCWD board chair Juan Saul Montecilo (right). 
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PREPAREDNESS 


Members of the Light Reaction Battalion demonstrate their capabilities during counter terrorist exercises in Fort Magsaysay during the 
visit of President Macapagal-Arroyo. 
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Vizcaya gov defies Comelec ruling unseating her 


BAYOMBONG, NUEVA VIZ- 
caya—Gov. Luisa Cuaresma 
reported for work on Friday 
despite an order by the Com- 
mission on Elections that nul- 
lified her proclamation and 
directed her to vacate her 
post. 

Cuaresma said her lawyers 
have asked the Comelec en banc 
to reconsider the Jan. 31 deci- 
sion of the poll body's first divi- 
sion and prevent its implementa- 
tion. 

“As you can see, I'm still the 
governor. Its a long way to go," 
she said. 

In a resolution promulgated 
Tuesday, the Comelec de- 


clared lawyer Leonardo Byron 
Perez as the winner in the 
2004 gubernatorial elections, 
after it invalidated 3,509 
votes earlier counted їп 
Cuaresma's favor. 

Perez. who filed a motion 
for execution on Wednesday, 
welcomed Cuaresma's ap- 
peal, 

“That is among the legal 
remedies that they can resort 
to, but I am still confident 
that it will not prosper,” he 
said. 

The Comelec resolution said 
Perez, a former provincial 
board member, edged out 
Cuaresma in the final tal- 


1у—53,715 votes to 53,037 
votes. 

The poll body said the resolu- 
tion was “immediately executo- 
ту” due to the “proximity of ће 
end of the term of the contested. 
office.” 

The commission held a recount 
of ballots from the 308 precincts 
in Bambang, Dupax del Norte, 
Dupax del Sur and Kasibu towns, 
which Perez questioned in his 
protest. 

He said votes cast in his fa- 
vor in these precincts were ei- 
ther “misread or misappreci- 
ated” by the chairpersons of 
the boards of election inspec- 
tors. 


Cuaresma answered Perez's 
protest with a  counter- 
protest of results from Bay- 
‘ombong, Solano and Bagabag 
towns i 

The resolution has creat 
confusion among residents here, 
fueled by text messages whic 
claimed that Cuaresma left het, 
office on Tuesday night and that, 
Perez took over the post the next 
day. » 

Policemen have been sent 
to the provincial capitol 
grounds amid reports that, 
supporters from both camps, 
would hold vigils there. 

Melvin Gascon, PDI North- 
ern Luzon Bureau 


Probe of NBI agents’ beating in Bacolod sought 


By Carla. P. Gomez 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


BACOLOD — CITY—JUSTICE 
Secretary Raul Gonzalez and 
Philippine National Police chief 
Arturo Lomibao have ordered 
an investigation of the beating 
of five National Bureau of In- 
vestigation and two Bureau of 
Immigration and Deportation 
agents allegedly by about 15 
members of the Negros Orien- 
tal Police Office (NOPO) on 
Saturday. 

“Iwill not allow this to pass un- 
challenged. This is a disgrace to 


the law enforcement profession,” 
Gonzalez said yesterday. 

He said charges would be 
filed against those responsi- 
ble. 

Lomibao had also ordered 
the Police Regional Office in 
Central Visayas (PRO-7), head- 
ed by Chief Supt. Edgar Gador, 
to investigate the incident, said 
PNP spokesperson, Chief Supt. 
Leopoldo Bataoil. 

Gador has been directed to co- 
ordinate closely with the NBI in 
the investigation to determine 
the administrative and criminal 
liability of those involved, Bataoil 


said. 


Investigation 

Senior Supt. Melvin Ramon 
Buenafe, NOPO director, said 
he also ordered an investiga- 
tion to determine if the allega- 
tions of the NBI in Bacolod 
were true 

But he added that reports 
reaching his office indicated that 
civilians were the ones who beat 
up the NBI agents and not the po- 
lice. 

A source from the NBI told the 
wou that two BI agents from 
Manila, who went with the NBI 


team, suffered injuries in their 
faces. 

An NBI agent was also in seri- 
ous condition in a hospital in Ba- 
colod due to a dislocated spinal 
column as a result of the beat- 
ings. 

A team of NBI and BI agents, 
led by Special Investigator 
Menci Mamaspas, went to a 
golf and country club in Pam- 
plona town, Negros Oriental to 
serve a search warrant on Ha 
Hae Bong, a Korean, for illegal 
possession offirearms. With а 
report from Alex Pal, PDI 
Visayas Bureau 


Ex-senator says he’s victim in Cavite land dispute 


CALAMBA CITY—MOVIE AC- 
tor and former Sen. Ramon Re- 
villa Sr. yesterday dismissed the 
claims of tenant-farmers who 
accused him of illegally evict- 
ing them from a 25-hectare 
agricultural estate in Silang, 
Cavite. 

Revilla, who became famous 
for his “Robinhood” portrayals in 
the movies, likewise threatened 


to file libel charges against 
“those who continue to distort 
the facts and feed lies to the me- 
dia" 

He said the demolition of 
the houses in Barangay Ca- 
bangaan last Friday was le- 
gal 

He said it was he, not the 42 
families of farmers, who was 
stripped of the right to utilize 


ihe land which he legally 
owned. 

"It is grossly unfair that (by) 
succumbing to their pleas, they 
would distort the facts to the 
media and portray me as the 
villain (w)hen I and my family 
are the ones being deprived of 
lawful use of the property we 
purchased legally,” Revilla said 
in a statement sent to the IN- 


ошата. 

Revilla, now the chair of the 
Philippine Reclamation Author- 
йу, said the Department of 
Agrarian Reform Adjudication 
Board (DARAB) ordered the, 
farmers to vacate the property, 
in April 2004, but the farmers, 
won't respect the order. Marlon; 
Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon 
Bureau 


16 soldiers get medals for Tarlac clashes 


STA. ‘IGNACIA, TARLAC— 
President Macapagal-Arroyo 
awarded on Monday the gold 
cross and wounded personnel 
medals to 16 government sol- 
diers who took part in the Jan. 
31 clashes with New People's 
Army rebels. 

"Congratulations, great job," 
the President told Lt. Col. Grego- 
ry Cayetano, commanding offi- 
cer of the 71st Infantry Battalion 
during ceremonies held atop a 
hill in Barangay Sta. Inez West 
here. 

She reiterated her adminis- 


tration’s commitment to allo- 
cate PS billion for the Armed 
Forces’ reform program and Р1 
billion for the soldiers’ housing 
projects. 

Leading the awardees was 2nd 
и, Ali Sumangil who received 
both the gold cross and wounded 
personnel medals. 

Sumangil, commander of 
the 7th Infantry Battalion’s 
Bravo Company who was 
wounded during the clashes, 
was cited for “refusing to be 
evacuated and for leading his 
pen amid intense enemy 


fire.” 

Ist Lt, Dindo Perez, 2nd Lt. 
Nhoky Siao, 2nd Lt. Ildefonso 
Alanano, 2nd Lt. Carmelo Jalu- 
ague, Sgt. Rodrigo Andres, Cpl. 
Antonio Ballocanag, Cpl. 
Elizalde Mañebo, Pfc. Jupiter 
Ragel, Ріс. Rodney Alegre, Ріс. 
Harold Fabros and Pfe. Jesus Oc- 
sona received the gold cross 
medal for gallantry. Ocsona also 
received the wounded personnel 
medal. 

Cpl. Jerry Galas, who died in 
the encounter, was given the 
gold cross inedal posthumously. 


His wife, Imelda, received the: 
award. 

Pfc. Aristotle Lomibao, Ріс, 
Romy Mendez and Private Ar- 
mand Cuacito received the 
wounded personnel medal. — 

The Northern Luzon Con 
mand reported that 18 NPA, 
rebels died in the encounter but 
Jose Aglion, spokesperson of 
the NPA Central Luzon com- 
mand, claimed only eight fatali» 
ties from their ranks, Јо Mar- 
tines-Clemente and Russell, 
Arador, PDI Central Luzon 
Desk 
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Stampede victim's kin recovers cash 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


THANKS TO AN HONEST WOMAN, 
а family has found a reason to be 
thankful despite their pain and loss. 

Yesterday, Candy Lacno, a volun- 
teer of the Pasig City Rescue Team, 
returned to the daughters of veg- 
etable vendor Aurora Soriano 
49,000 in cash. 

Soriano, 56, was among those 
killed during Saturday's stam- 


merly Ultra) in Pasig. 

Lacno said she was frisking the 
victims bodies for identification 
cards. When she got to Soriano, she 
found the bundle of money in the 
‘woman's pocket. 

"Т was surprised. Thad to look at 
the bundle closely to confirm if it 
was really money" Lacno told re- 
porters in Filipino. 

Lacno and other team officials 
turned over the money to Soriano's 
daughters, Lovinsky and Shirley in- 


side the office of Pasig City Mayor 
Vicente Eusebio. 

Eusebio said the City Council will 
pass a resolution to commend Lac- 
по and the rescue team. 

Meanwhile, the mayor blamed 
the organizers of the ABS-CBN 
noontime show Wowowee, say- 
ing the security they provided 
was not enough to prevent the 
stampede. 

“They should have anticipated 
that the crowd would swell. They 


should have changed their plans 
when they saw that the crowd ex- 
ceeded the capacity of the arena,” 
Eusebio told the INQume yesterday. 

Seventy-four persons, mostly el- 
derly women, were killed in the 
stampede during what should have 
been a grand celebration of the first 
anniversary of Wowowee. More 
than 300 others were injured. 

“The security groups of both the 
organizers and Ultra should be held 
responsible,” Eusebio, a member of 


the fact-finding committee formed 
to investigate the tragedy, said. 

On the other hand, two other 
mayors, Valenzuela City Mayor 
sherwin Gatchalian and Caloocan 
Mayor Enrico Echiverri, have 
promised to give financial assis- 
tance to the kin of their constituents 
who were killed in the stampede. 

Five of the 74 killed came from 
Valenzuela while another five were 
from Caloocan City. With Nancy C. 
Carvajal 


pede at the PhilSports Arena (for- 
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An old woman finds a perfect spot to take an afternoon nap on a sidewalk in Malate, Manila. 


ABS-CBN to blame for the tragedy 


NOBODY WANTED SATURDAYS TRAGEDY 
to happen. Neither ABS-CBN, nor the huge 
crowd outside the Ultra in Pasig, wanted it. 

But the tragedy could have been pre- 
vented had the country's biggest radio-TV 
network taken steps to manage the crowd. 

In its eagerness to overtake rival network 
GMA 7 in the ratings game, ABS-CBN tried to 
bite more than it could chew. It got gagged as 
a consequence. 

For example, the Wowowee organizers 
knew that only a certain number of people 
could be accommodated at the Ultra. But 
why didn't they turn away the excess 
crowd after the full-capacity number was 
reached? 

Why didn't they tell the people who could 
mo longer be taken in, "Sorry, but the place 
сап take in only such-and-such a number of 
people. Better luck next time.” 

‘The show's organizers should be held ac- 
countable for negligence. 

Some people blame show host Willie Revil- 
lame for the tragedy 

Hello! Revillame is only a talent. He runs 
the show before the camera. Off camera, 
he doesn't have any say on how the show 
should be managed. 

1 sympathize with Willie. He had given ev. 
erything to make the show a success—and it 
is—but the tragedy happened. 

In fact, he loves his job so much he was 
willing to go on with the show even after 
the tragedy just so he would not disappoint 


ON TARGET 


[ 
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the crowd already inside the Ultra. 

Not that Willie should be blamed for being 
callous. He typifies the attitude of show biz 
people whose slogan is that no matter what 
happens, the show must go on. 

When I switched on the TV set to watch 
the aftermath of the tragedy at the Ultra, I 
was not surprised to see Sen. Dick Gordon 
atthe scene helping out. 

It was typical of Dick, who is chair of the 
Philippine National Red Cross, to be at the 
scene of a calamity. 

In 1990, Dick was in Cabanatuan City 
when a school building collapsed, trapping 
many students and killing scores of them. 
Dick was not supposed to be there since һе 
was then mayor of Olongapo City, but he 
went there just the same to help in the res- 
cue operations. 

During the fluvial parade tragedy in Bo- 
caue, Bulacan, on July 2, 1993, Dick sent 
divers to retrieve bodies in the murky river. At 
that time he was chair of the Subic Bay 
Metropolitan Authority. 


Down with elevated complaints desks 


By Nancy C Carvajal 


COMPLAINANTS TROOPING TO POLICE 
stations in the Camanava (Caloocan-Mal- 
abon-Navotas-Valenzuela) area will no longer 
have to crane their necks when they stand be- 
fore the desk officer. 

Senior Supt. Ramon de Jesus, Northern Po- 
lice District (NPD) Police Relations Office, 
said the elevated complaints desk in all their 
police stations will be taken down and re- 
placed with one that would put the com- 
plainant “on the same level” as the officer on 
duty. 

“It would be replaced with a desk where 
the complainants and the police officer could 
have an cye-level interaction,” De Jesus s: 


He said chairs will also be provided in or- 
der not to aggravate a victinrs condition and 
frame of mind. 

The order to get rid of elevated complaints 
desks їп all Camanava stations came from 
NPD director Chief Supt. Raul Gonzales in 
line with the Philippine National Police's cam- 
paign to gain the publics trus 

De Jesus said to ensure that the complaints 
desk are manned by policemen who are polite. 
and accommodating, the PNP will tap the ser- 
vices of a firm that trains the crew of two pop- 
шаг fastfood restaurants on how to deal with 
the public, 

jur policemen must have the correct atti- 
tude to encourage victims to learn to trust the 
policemen,” he added. 


More infra projects lined up for Navotas 


MORE INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS FOR 

Navotas are ready to take off this year, ac- 
cording to Mayor Toby Tiangco. 

А report from the Municipal Engineering 
Office showed that among the top priority 
projects to be implemented in the first quarter 
of the year are the construction of a river wall 
and pumping stations in Barangays Navotas 
Bast, Daanghari, San Roque, San Rafael Vil- 
lage and Kapitbahayan. 

"The pumping stations proved to be effec- 
tive in Barangays Bangkulasi, Sipac-Almacen 
and San Jose (Vadeo Dos and Kahunari) be- 
‘cause the flooding In these arens have eased, 
"Tiangco noted, 


‘The development of the Navotas Centenni- 
al Park is in full swing, together with the im- 
provement of the town's playgrounds, parks, 
landscaping and installation of lights along C- 
4 road, the construction of Police Community 
Precincts along R-10 Road, repair work and 
improvements of classrooms in District] and 
П, and the Navotas Transport Terminal. 


More to come 
Other projects lined up are the construc- 
ion of sidewalks and of the repair of the 
drainage canals, apart from the installation of 
playground equipment and the building of 
more basketball and volleyball courts, 


While he was campaigning in a Nueva Eci- 
ja town, the market burned. Senatorial can- 
didate Dick Gordon got down from his vehi- 
Че and managed the firefighting operations. 

Giving a helping hand to victims of tragedy 
is second nature to Dick. 

1 remember an anecdote about Dick in 
theaftermath ofthe Mt. Pinatubo eruption. 
A civic group from Manila went to Olon- 
gapo to hand over to food and used cloth- 
ing to Dick for victims of the disaster. 

The group brought along а TV crew and 
news photographers for the occasion. The 
group wanted their generosity published in 
the national papers and seen on TV. 

Dick Gordon didn't attend the ceremony 
highlighting the donations received from 
the civic group. He said later he believed 
generosity should never be made public. 

“if you give financial help to the least of 
your brethren, why make a public show of it?” 
hesaid. 

‘The government-run Rizal Medical Cen- 
ter brought out the best it could offer in 
treating the Ultra tragedy survivors, and 
handling relatives of those who died. 

The RMC acted with uncharacteristic effi- 
ciency even with its unlimited resources. 

1 say “uncharacteristic” because several 
doctors and nurses in that Pasig hospital 
didn't give comfort and proper care to poor 
patients who sought treatment there. 

Perhaps the RMC staff has changed. And 
that’s welcome news, 


Total ban 
sought for 
QC flyover 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


THE METROPOLITAN MANILA DEVELOP- 
ment Authority (MMDA) may ban trucks to- 
tally from the С-5 Katipunan flyover which 
had been weakened by a fire in December. 

Should the ban be implemented, however, 
it would not be for safety reasons but be- 
cause of traffic concerns. 

"There are recommendations from differ- 
ent sectors in the Tandang Sora and 
Katipunan area for the total ban of trucks 
possibly because traffic became lighter (оп 
the flyover)," MMDA Traffic Operations Cen- 
ter (TOC) Executive Director Angelito Vergel 
de Dios told the Ingumer. 

‘Trucks, or vehicles weighing over five 
tons, were temporarily banned from using 
the flyover in December after а four-hour 
fire razed some 300 shanties built under- 
neath the structure, making it brittle. 

On Jan. 10, the MMDA and the Depart- 
ment of Public Works and Highways (DP- 
WH) closed down the flyover to all types of 
vehicles from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. 

‘The closure, which lasted for a week, was 
to allow DPWH engineers to determine how 
best to repair the infrastructure. 

Vergel de Dios said businessmen, resi- 
dents and school owners in Katipunan have 
asked the agency to implement a total ban 
on trucks using the flyover once the repairs 
have been completed. They told the MMDA 
that traffic has become lighter in the area 
due to the truck ban. 

“We are not considering it yet, but there , 
are recommendations. As of now, [the traffic 
situation] has improved in Katipunan be- 
cause the trucks were diverted to other 
roads... Naturally, traffic would ease up,” 
said the traffic chief, affirming the observa- 
tion 

Vergel de Dios said they would hold con- 
sultations with truckers’ groups and ће 
Quezon City government before deciding 
whether or not to enforce the ban. 

“As [MMDA Chair Bayani Fernando] said, 
we should not restrict the movement of 
trucks because they are the backbone of 
trade, carrying important goods. We could 
implement truck bans, but we should pro- 
vide alternate roads that are, as much as pos- 
sible, parallel to where they are banned,” he 
added. 

‘The DPWH has started repairing the fiy- 
over, installing steel bolts that would bolster 
its damaged underbelly. Vergel de Dios could 
not say when repair work would be complet- 
ed although he added that the department 
had initially said it would take about a 
month, ‘Trucks, most of which come from 
Commonwealth Avenue en route to factories 
in Pasig and other destinations south of 
Manila, have been using alternate routes 
since they were banned from the flyover. 


METROBRIEFS 


11 suspected robbers arrested in 


ivisoria 


THE MANILA Police District (MPD) arrested 11 suspected robbers In the 
Divisoria area over the weekend upon the request of the Chinese-Filipino 
‘community to reduce crime in the Binondo district. The suspects were 
identified as Federico Arculza, Romel Sese, Alexander Reyes, Botchoy 
Balboa, Roven Casaljay, Dennis Enerlllo, Antonio Lalu, Annie Gonzales, 
Gerald Gacula, Mila Enriquez and Luzviminda Durian. Bulaong said the 
MPD has started conducting character verification on the suspects to 
determine if they have other pending cases. “This anti-crime operation 
is part of our campaign to crack down on lawless criminals, including 


TLLUSTRATION STERH ERA 


wanted persons, as part of the MPD's 'At 'Yur Serbis. 


Pulis na Mabilis, 


Opis na Malinis” and ‘Safe ka sa Divisoria’, programs,” Bulaong said in a 


statement. 


Margaux б. Ortiz 


Ka Popoy remembered on 5th death anniversary 
WORKING class leader Filemon "Ka Popoy” Lagman was honored yesterday in simple rites held at 
the exact spot where he was felled five years ago by an assassin's ‘bullet. His family and members of 
his party-list group, the Partido ng Manggagawa (PM), offered wreaths and lit five black candles in 
ыле his memory at the stops leading to the Bahay ng Alumni buliding in the University of the 


Philippines Diliman campus. 


артап, a revolutionary socialist, was killed on Feb. 6, 2001, and be- 


came the frst prominent victim of politcal assassination under the administration of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo. Albay Rep. Edcel Lagman lamented that his brother's case has yet to be solved. 
"When he was Killed, the administration promised it would pursue his case with alacrity. Now, 
alacrity has takon five years," he said. If Lagman were alive today, he would likely be lighting against 


the antiterrorism bill and moves to amend the Constitution, the congressman added. 


DJ Yap 


New book on community health nursing out 

THE UP College of Nursing, in collaboration with National Book Store, will launch today the book ti- 
led "Community Health Nursing ~ The Basics of Practice” at the UPCN campus on Pedro Gil, Manila. 
The book Is intended to be a textbook for nursing students and а resource book on public health 
nursing. It seeks to impart the what, why and how of community health nursing and provide a theo- 
relical framework and foundation for practice for beginning community ‘health nursing practitioners. 
The book was written by Salvacio G. Ballon-Reyes, а long-time public health nurse educator with ех- 
Tensiveexporlenca n community health nursing here and abroad. An alumna of tho UP Collegeof 
Nursing, Ballon-Reyos has a masters degree in publi health from the Johns Hopkins University 
School of Hyglene and Public Health in Baltimore, Maryland, USA, and another in education fromthe 
UP. She also served as a consultant for the World Health Organization in Sri Lanka. 


! D 


RAND 

UM 2004 
SUPER BRAND 
GOLD 2003 
SUPER BRAND 
GOLD 2002 
SUPER BRAND 
GOLD 2001 
SUPER BRAND 
GOLD 2000 
SUPER BRAND 
GOLD 1999 


Jd E 
PILOT 


Experience 
the Ultimate 
writing 
instrument 


Unique stainless 
steel pen tip with 
а micro ball in the, 
tip made writing 
Ultimate Smooth 


242-5611 


BOX 1601 Tels.: 243-6912 to 14 Fax: 
Japan. 


PILOT CORPORATION 


Ток 


COSMOS BAZAR, INC. 
yi 


571 Q. PAREDES ST., BINONDO, MANILA 


PO. 


Text us your feedback: 


inquirer met name/age/cty/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


E-mail: pr_metro@inguirer:com.ph 


Editor Ester G. Dipasupil 


| By DJ Yap 


A WAYWARD ISUZU ELF VAN ALLEGEDLY 
driven by a drunk man left a trail of death 
and destruction in its wake in Quezon City 
last Sunday. 

‘Two men were killed and at least three 
vehicles were damaged, as the van driven 
by Ruel Belo, 28, plowed through them ina 
series of alleged hit-and-run incidents that 
began at 10:30 p.m., and ended in his ar- 
rest. The van first hit an FX taxi along the 
Quezon Avenue underpass, but continued 
on its way pursued by the taxi, according to 
traffic police. When it reached Common- 
wealth Avenue, the van bumped another 


: Wayward van kills 2 pedestrians 


vehicle, this time, a white pick-up. Still, the 
чап did not stop, Quezon City Traffic Sector 
2 investigator PO3 Nicanor Joven said. He 
added that as the van got to the North 
Fairview High School, it hit Domingo Pa- 
gunuran and his uncle Eusebio Siena Jr. as 
they were crossing the road. Both victims 
died in the incident. The suspect kept driv- 
ing until he rammed into a delivery van 
loaded with eggs in front of the Fun House 
Comedy Bar at the comer of Regalado 
Street and Mindanao Avenue Extension. 

Disoriented and apparently drunk, Belo 
was pulled out of the van, along with his 
wife, cousin and nephew who sustained 
only minor scratches and bruises. 


EARLY START 


A boy paddles his makeshift raft оп Manila Bay to collect garbage he and his friends can recycle for sale to the 
junkman. 
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Dorm 
‘lessees’ 


| face raps 


By Tina G. Santos and Margaux C. Ortiz 


THEMANILA CITY GOVERNMENT HAS FILED. 
charges against the tenants of a two-story 
boardinghouse where eight people were killed 
ina firelast month. 

Charged in the City Prosecutor's Office were 
Guido Montimor and his wife, Teresita, and Vi- 
cente Zarsona, the tenants of the house at 833 
P Campa Street in Sampaloc, Manila. 

Та the complaint-affidavit filed by City Ad- 
ministrator Gaudencio Nable. the three were 
charged with violating City Ordinance No. 
4765 which prescribes the rules and regula- 
tions for the operation and maintenance of 
boardinghouses and dormitories in the city. 


No permit 

Nable said the three did not have the requi- 
site mayor's permit for operating a boarding- 
house. 

A check with the city's Business Promotions 
and Development Bureau also showed that the 
tenants had no business permit. 

Arson investigator FO1 Guillermo Fermalino 
said the Montimors had occupied the ground 
floor of the building for 16 years. 

Zarsona, on the other hand, had rented out 
16 rooms on the second floor that served as а 
dormitory for transients. 


4 Transients 


“The transients were mostly students who 
reviewed for board examinations and stayed 
there fora few months," Fermalino said. 

Zarsona and her family reportedly went to 
their home in the province shortly after the in- 
cident. 

He added that Zarsona also owned the 
kitchen on the first floor where the бте origi- 
nated. 


Other tenants 

“The Montimor family, on the other hand, 
leased outa portion of the area to a water refill 
ing station,” Fermalino said. 

The building is owned by the heirs of Juan 
Manahan who had rented out the building to 
the three tenants. 

‘According to the arson investigator, the 
Manahan family, represented by the Bernas 
Law Office, told the Manila Fire Department 
that their contract with Montimor and Zarsona 
had “specified that the latter should not lease 
out the property to other tenants." 


Not so fast 

“But the heirs of Juan Manahan are not yet 
off the hook,” Fermalino told the Inqume in a 
phone interview, explaining that the owners 
had the responsibility to check on their ten- 
ants, 

“cis appalling if they had not inspected their 
properties for that long a period,” he said. 

Of the eight persons killed in the Jan. 8 fire, 
two were women. Seven of those who were 
killed shared а room on the second floor. 

About 12 families lived in the boarding- 
house, apart from other tenants who occupied 
17 rooms on the second floor. 
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SMB swaps Belasco for Cablay 


By June Navarro 


SAN MIGUEL BEER FOUND 
another crack guard and 
Alaska another power for- 
ward after the Beermen 
traded Nic Belasco for 
Brandon Cablay yesterday. 


‘The Aces also shipped rookie center 
Mark Kong to SMB as part of the deal, 
which was confirmed by Alaska team 
manager Joaqui Trillo yesterday. 

‘SMB coach Jong Uichico said Cablay 
will be groomed as understudy of top play- 
maker Olsen Racela who, at 35, is consid- 
ered near the twilight of a career that 
helped Uichico win six Philippine Basket- 
ball Association titles. 

“But we still don't know how Brandon 
will біп until we see him in practice,” said 
Uichico, who also has point guards Denver 
Lopez, Anton Villoria and rookie Paolo 
Hubalde at his disposal 


Giants tough, if not tougher, says Guiao 


GAMES TOMORROW (Araneta Coliseum) 
4:40 p.m.—AIr21 vs Ginebra (for third place) 
7:35 p.m.—Purefoods vs Red Bull 


DESPITE HAVING SURVIVED A TOUGH 
Barangay Ginebra squad backed by the majori- 
ty ofthe 16,438 crowd, Red Bull coach Yeng 
Guiao still thinks the worst is far from over. 

“Playing against Ginebra is like being on an- 
other planet,” Guiao said yesterday during the 
pre-finals media briefing at the Barrio Fiesta on 
UN Avenue in Manila. "But it doesn't mean 
things will be easy for us in the finals." 


BELASCO: Maturity and experience 


Belasco, a tough defender and rebound- 
er with a respectable three-point shooting 
touch, joins an Alaska squad already load- 
ей with talent up front. 

Aside from Don Allado and Reynel Hug- 
natan, the Aces also boast Joachim Thoss, 


CABLAY: Perfect backup for Racela 


‘Tony dela Cruz and 2005 Rookie of the 
‘Year Rich Alvarez. 

“We were looking for maturity and a 
‘more experienced player while San Miguel 
now has a young and quick point guard,” 
said Trillo. “think Nic will gladly fin.” 


‘A firs-rounder in the 2003 draft, Ca- 
Мау, the slam dunk champion in 2004, 
was actually San Miguel’ top choice be- 
fore it was beaten by the Aces, who made. 
the Hawairaised playmaker the fifth 
overall pick 

“Were all right with him (Cablay), but 
Nics absence will definitely create а big 
dent оп our frontline rotation,” said 
Uichico. 

‘With a hulking 6-foot-7 frame, Kong can 
be groomed ro fil the void left by Belasco. 
But it will take time before the former Le- 
tran and Adamson University behemoth 
could be relied upon. 

Оп the Aces’ end, the departure of Ca- 
Шау will leave Mike Cortez, Jeffrey Cariaso 
and the seldom-used Stephen Padilla to 
keep the Alaska backcourt competitive, 

‘The lack of a veteran frontliner and an 
effective import led the Aces to an early ex- 
it in the Fiesta Conference after Red Bull 
swept them in their quarterfinal series. 

San Miguel also got booted out by а 
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younger and fresher Air21 Express in their 
wild card encounter. 
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"The Bulls finally eliminated the Kings Sun- 
дау, 83-79, to advance against the well-rested 
Purefoods Chunkee Giants starting Wednesday 
in another best-of seven series for the ite 

“Purefoods has a different style which is far 
from Ginebra's brand of play so we have to use 
a different strategy this time,” said Guiao. 

While Ginebra's strength lies on the post, the 
Giants rely mostly on their outside gunners, led 
by prolific import Marquin Chandler. 

‘The Giants finished off the Air21 Expressin 
six games while the Bulls had to go through the 
wringer of a Game 7 against the Kings. 


Purefoods coach Ryan Gregorio, however, 
doesn't believe his Giants possess any edge de 
spite coming off a five-day respite. 

“It helps but its quite different inthe cham- 
pionship,” said Gregorio. "Ies along series and 
teams have more time to fine-tune their srate- 
gy and adjust to every situation.” 

But compared with the Giants, the Bulls will 
have a rougher time adjusting. 

"We did not have practice today but we have 
to make adjustments in defense,” said Guiao. 
"Thats tougher for us, e-orienting our defense. 
in just one days time.” June Navarro. 
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Chevrolet Aveo, And with low monthly financi 
having your own car doesn't get easier than 
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We'll charge you the rest later. 
With a super low down payment, you could drive away 
with the smooth, sleek Chevrolet Optra or cool, hip. 
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As SPORTS 
National Prisaa Games get going in Lingayen 


By Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes 
‘PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


‘TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2006 


"^ie celebrate Manny Pacquiao,” Ms Arroyo told the 
delegates from the country’s 16 regions at the Narciso 
Ramos Sports and Civic Center here. “We celebrate the. 
Southeast Asian Games (winners). Now we celebrate 
the private schools” 

According to Prisaa national chair Dr Emmanuel An- 
geles, a total of 3,495 athletes are vying in 13 events to 
be held in this capital town, Binmaley and the cities of 
Dagupan, Alaminos and San Carlos It is the first time in 
53 years that Ilocos region is hosting the Prisaa Games. 


‘Another highlight of the opening rites was the pre- 
sentation of awards of recognition to Prisaa athletes 
who competed and won in last year’s 23rd SEAG, where 
the Philippines emerged as overall champion. 

Prisaa national president and vice chair of the board 
Dr. Gonzalo Duque gave the opening remarks while Lin- 
gayen Mayor Emesto Castañeda, Dagupan City Mayor 
Benjamin Lim, Rep. Amado Espino Jt. and Pangasinan 
Gov Victor Agbayani also delivered messages. 

Ms Arroyo said her administration wants to keep the. 


private schools alive “so we are giving vouchers to stu- 
dents who want to enrol in private schools." 

"Under the administration's P35-bilion pump priming 
program, P500 million has been allocated for srholar- 
Ships. А student can avail of a P4,000-voucher each year 
to pay for his or her schooling in private school. 

Ms Arroyo handed out 50 vouchers each to elemen- 
tary schools in Cabayaooasan, Mangatarem, Poguruac, 
Burgos; Maticmatic, Sta. Barbara, Dulag, Binmaley and 
Duyong, Calasiao. 


LINGAYEN, PANGASINAN—THE PRIVATE SCHOOLS 
Athletic Association (Prisaa) National Games opened 
here yesterday with President Macapagal-Arroyo as 
guest of honor and speaker. 

Addressing more than 5,000 athletes, guests and 
school officials, Ms Arroyo exhorted the schools to pro- 
duce more athletes who can compete internationally. 


PBL MVP 


Hard work pays 
off for Tangkay 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


DISAPPOINTMENTS CAME APLENTY DE- 
spite a promising career. 

Yet Jojo Tangkay vowed to work harder and. 
expect nothing after a forgettable stint in the 
pros. Worse, he was sidelined by an ACL injury. 

Back in the amateur ranks, the Rain or Shine 
forward absorbed some more heartbreak. He 
narrowly lost in a controversial race for the 
Most Valuable Player award in the 2004 Plat- 
inum Cup. 

Butat 29, Tangkay showed that 
late to start all over. 

Last Sunday, the 6-foot-1 cager bagged the 
MVP plum in the PBL Heroes Cup. 

“I didn’t expect to win the MVP this time be- 
cause in the past conferences, I had big expec- 
tations of getting the award,” said Tangkay in. 
Filipino. “But I guess it (the MVP award) wasn't 
really meant for me then.” 

Hours after receiving the top individual hon- 
or, the conference title was also within 
‘Tangkay's reach after the Elasto Painters edged 


the Magnolia Wizards in Game 2 of the Finals 
series. 

Rain or Shine will shoot for a sweep in Game 
З of the best-of five series on Thursday. 

‘The Painters claimed Game 1 after a thrilling 
70-68 overtime win last Thursday. Three days 
later, the seasoned squad again proved steadier 
down the stretch to score a 75-73 decision. 

“Му next goal is to win the championship for 
my team,” said Tangkay, who captured the 
MVP plum with 344.80 total points after top- 
ping the statistical points and the player-media 
votes. 

He was was also named to the Mythical Five 
along with Jason Castro of Hapee-PCU (275.62 
points), Magnolia's Kelly Williams (239.03) 
and Arwind Santos (235.63), and teammate 
Jay-R Reyes (224.06). 

‘The league also honored Harbour Centre's 
Rob Reyes (223.90) and Joseph Yeo (218.28), 
Hapee-PCU's Gabby Espinas (222.97) and 
Robert Sanz (202.73) and Toyota Otis Joe De- 
vance (217.92) as members of the All-PBL sec- 
ond team. 


JOJO Tangkay (left) shows it's never too late to shine again. rown sacasas 


THE CONNECTION BETWEEN GERARD 
Cantada and Konica Minolta is golf 

So, beginning today, Gerard, the former ju- 
nior standout who is now a successful golf 
teacher, and Konica Minolta, the world leader 
їп digital imaging, renew their bond on the 
fairways of the Riviera Golf Club in Silang, 
Cavite—today being the Celebrity Tournament 
ofthe Konica Minolta National Pro-Am set Feb. 
8-11 at Riviera’s Langer. 

“in all my victories here and around the 
world,” Gerard says, “the ones at Konica Minol- 
ta arethe most memorable.” 

Gerard and his amateur partner, JR Tanpin 
со, won the tournament back-to-back in 2003 
and 2005 (the event wasn't held in 2004). 

Of all sports, it is in golf that one finds it 
most difficult to win the same tournament 
back-to-back. Well difficult but achievable. 

But three wins ina row? 

“Almost impossible, but probable,” Gerard 
says. 

Nick Faldo won the Masters back to back in 
1989 and 1990. He lost in 1991. 

‘Tomorrow, Gerard and JR will embark on 
that probable mission of winning the Konica 
Minolta National Pro-Am, now staking a 
record P1.7 million, three in a row. 

"SR and I are а set for that dream," Gerard 
says. "May God help us." 

When coach Yeng Guiao of Red Bull starts 
his quest for another PBA crown tomorrow 
against Purefoods, he will have two players 
in mind: Celino Cruz and James Penny. The 
duo nailed the shots—back to back at that— 
that ousted Ginebra San Miguel, the favored 


Konica connection 


SPECTATOR 


ALS. Mendoza 


one to make it to the finals. The shots were 
three-pointers that pushed Red Bull to the 
best-of-seven finals in the San Mig Coffee- 
PBA Fiesta Conference. 

Celino's triple from the left came after а 
brilliant screen given him by teammate En- 
rico Villanueva. Penny's was also pressure- 
packed, coming two shoes away from the 
key while the seconds were ticking away. 

Red Bull was down, 73-75, when Cruz 
sank the trey for a 76-75 Bulls advantage. 
Seconds later, Penny drilled another trey that. 
made it 79-75, 47 seconds left in the game. 

From there, Ginebra simply couldn't re- 
call its vaunted never-say-die spirit and 
went down in defeat after leveling the se- 
ries, 3-3, from 1-3. 

Had Ginebra pulled it out of the fire, it 
‘would have duplicated that improbable feat 
in 1991 when it rallied from 1-3 to beat 
Shell іп a tumultuous Game 7 finals through 
a lastsecond jumper by Rudy Distrito. 

Distrito is now in jail in America undergo- 
ing trial for murdes, but that is another story. 

"The victory of Crystal Shin, a 14-year-old 
from Taego, South Korea, last week in the 43rd 
Southern Ladies Golf Tournament at Del 


Monte in Manolo Fortich, Bukidnon, takes the 
form of a Cinderella story ifonly because it was 
her first time to join the tournament. 

But more than that is the manner with 
which she won it. 

Playing scratch, she won it by a rout. After 
tying 2004 champion Lora Roberto for the first- 
round lead with similar 4-under-par scores, the 
Korean pulled away by firing 6-under in the 
second round and capping her first-ever tour- 
патем with a 3-under on the final day for a 
54-hole total of 13-under. Lora placed second, 
way, way behind. 

Jt was the first victory ever by a foreigner in 
the NGAPorganized tournament held annually 
since 1963. And it came with the bulk of the na- 
tional women's training pool in attendance, al- 
though the country’s No. 1, Jayvie Agojo, and 
2005 Philippine Amateur champion Frances 
Bondad weren't around due to their school- 
ing—Jayvie in America and Frances in Australi. 

"Hard work was the key to my victory” said 
Crystal Shin, who arrived at Del Monte in 
November and went on a training regimen un- 
der Peter Mifioza where she woke up at 5 a.m. 
from Monday to Sunday to practice up to 6 
pm. 

ТЇ write more about the kid later. Ciao! 
FASTBREAK. Thank you also to Maribel San 
Miguel and Mike Comique, fixtures both of Del 
Monte Pineapple Philippines in Manolo For- 
tich, Bukidnon, for making our visit in Del 
Monte Golf Club last week a most pleasant and 
memorable one as usual. 


Comments to menju@pldidsl.net 


Carlos, Sawit 


var NATIONAT 


rule Alabang's 


Mango Tee 


ROLANDO CARLOS AND SIMON SAWIT EXPLODED 
for a whopping 90 points in their second and final 
round to emerge as overall champion in the 22nd Мал. 

go Tee Invitational member-guest golf tournament of 


the Alabang Country Club over the weekend. 


Carlos and Sawit, who started out in 12th place after 
the first round with 77 points, finished with a 167 total 


to turn back Air21 president Lito Alvarez and his part- 
ner Rudy Fulo by just a stroke for the top award. 

‘Alvarez and Ро had to settle for the Class D crown, 
sharing honors with four other tandems, including the 
father-and-son tandem of Tommy and Matthew Man- 
‘toe who took the low gross title in the tourney co-pre- 
sented by Smart Communications and Pilipinas Shell 

"The Manotocs, fring a 70 in the first day, won by а 
point despite closing out with a measly 56. 

Hanson So senior and junior, failing in their bid to 
become the second father-and-son team to win the 
overall trophy after Danny and Eddie Boy Sarmiento 
did the trick in 1997, took the Class A crown; Art Zulu- 
‘aga and Francisco Banawa won in Class B and Alex Ca- 
panzana-Albert Pasiliao prevailed in Class С. 

"This tournament will be remembered for the way 
teams won their trophies in extremely difficult playing 
conditions,” said ACCI president Paul Cortez, who 
joined chief organizer Cid Diomampo, Ed Chua of Shell 

“and Julie Carceller of Smart in the awards ceremony. 


e 


FINALS-BOUND: Gin Adan and Joseph Penales (third and fourth from left), winners of the 
Tagbilaran City 21 run of the 30th Milo Marathon, raise their trophies during the awards rites 
‘Sunday. With them are (from left) Bohol provincial board member Dionesio Balite, Gov. Erico 
‘Aumentado, PSC commissioner Ambrosio de Luna, Milo Sports Events executive Pat Goc-ong 
and Vice Gov. Julius Caesar Herrera. Adan and Penales, as well the second and third placers in 
the men’s and women’s races, made it to the National Finals in Metro Manila on Dec. 10. 


Konica Celeb Pro-Am begins 


WITH A TOYOTA INNOVA AS TOP prize, the 
celebrity tournament of the Konica Minolta 
National Pro-Am will be held today at Riviera's 
Langer course in Silang, Cavite. 

‘The Innova will be staked as a hole-in-one 
prize on hole No. 4, according to retired com- 
modore Danny Pizarro, chair of the organizing 
‘committee and head of the Riviera Golf Club. 

A star-studded field will play in the event 


organized by the National Golf Association of 
the Philippines. The toumey precedes the 
Konica Minolta National Pro-Am tomorrow 
backed by the U-Bix Corp. of businessman 
Bert Bravo. 

‘Some 110 teams are entered in the 72-hole 
‘event which stakes a record pot of P1.7 milion 
chiefly through Japan's Konica Minolta Busi- 
ness Technologies Corp. 


dd 


Olympic body 
to summon 


] tablenet head 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


THE PHILIPPINE OLYMPIC COMMITTEE WILL 
summon table tennis chief Vic Valbuena to ex- 
plain his side on accusations made by former sec- 
retary general Oscar Santilices that he was elect- 
ed illegally 

POC secretary general Steven Hontiveros said 
Welbuenas explanation is needed before the 
Olympic body can form a committee that will de- 
cide the merits of the case. 

“Right now we have to give everybody а 
chance to explain," said Hontiveros of Valbuena, 
who was swom in by no less than the РОС presi- 
dent Peping Cojuangco recently. 

Не added that the case doesnt have to be de- 
cided by the general assembly or by the arbitration 
body headed by POC chair Robert Aventajado. 

Santilices, who claims to have the backing of 
some regional directors and other officials of the 
‘Table Tennis Association of the Philippines (Tat- 
ap) as well as players, claimed that Valbuena was 
fraudulently elected to a new term. Santilices 
pointed out that, among other things, Tatap is no 
longer registered with the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission 

But Valbuena has denied this and instead ac- 
cused Santilices of getting back at him following 


his sacking from Tatap two years ago. 


Kimoni Badminton 
Tour starts Feb. 18 


BADMINTON GETS ANOTHER 
major boot with Kimoni, а 
fledgling Japanese company in- 
volved in manufacturing equipment 
and other gear for the sport, orga- 
nizing a nationwide series starting 
пех week covering the hot spots of 
the local shuttlecock boom. 

The Kimoni Badminton Tour 
2006 will visit eight key cities fora 
series of eliminations starting Feb. 
18-19 at the Smash Power Bad- 
minton Club in Pampanga. The 
top finishers will advance to the 
Battle of Champions at the Mar- 
ket! Market! at The Fort in July. 

Response to the Tour has been 
overwhelming, according to Billy 
Lim-It, chief executive officer of 
Kimoni Philippines. He said this 
may even go beyond the compa- 
пуз vision of providing a high-cal- 
iber competition for players in all 
skill levels. 

“We believe that this Tour will 
become a legitimate ground for a 
talent search which will open 
doors to Filipino players who 
dream of making it big in the 
game,” said Lim-It. 

‘The tourney features competi- 
tion in men's doubles, ladies dou- 


bles and mixed 
doubles. Mem- 
bers or former 
mainstays of 
the national 
training роо 
and varsity 
players cannot 
join. 

While there 
is an age re- 
quirement of at least 21 years old, 
organizers have included a junior 
division for the 16-20 age bracket. 

‘The Pampanga leg gets going 
after the completion of the level- 
ing over the weekend. 

The rst of the eliminations schedule: 
March 4-5 Shutles Haven Badminton 
Courts, Bacolod City; March 18-19 4Play 
Badminton Court, Davao City; Apri! 89 
Tacloban treme Badminion Club, 
Tacoban Chy; Apr 22-28 Butuan Cily: May 
13-14 Porsie Badminton Plaza, Mandaue 
Шу; May 27-28 Shuttle Zone Badminton 
Court, Kidapawan City; June 3-4 Cagayan 
ба Oro; July 1,2. 8 and 9 Olympic Bad- 
minton Ciub, Quezon Ciy. 

For inquies, call MindWorks 
through Wily Agbulos (0917- 
8419835) or Gary Tulio (0917- 
7961345/0922-8134399. 


LIMIT Big series 


SPORTSWATCH 


Yap-Leyba entry tops Candelaria hackfest 
THE ENTRY OF BENNY YAP AND R. LEYBA SCORED PERFECT SEVEN 
points to top the P7 million 36th annual Candelaria 7-cock derby. The 
Event, which opened last January and sponsored by Thunderbird, was a 
promotion of the lloilo Sportsmen Inc. with lloilo Colieum GM Chito Tinsay 
running the show. Respected breeder Sonny Lagon, who celebrated his 
birthday during the finals, came а point short of sharing the top honors. 


Roligon anniversary derby semis under way 
THE SEMIFINAL ROUND OF ROLIGON MEGA COCKPIT'S 16TH ANNIVERSARY 
6-Соск Derby kicks off at 2 p.m. today with 119 fights lined up. ‘Seeing action in 
the round are participants who did not score and those who scored 05 and 1 
pointin the eliminations. Participants who score four wins in the semifinal wil 
‘share the bonus prize of P600,000. The championship round will start at 10am. 
оп Thursday. The guaranteed prize is РА milion, plus a Toyota Innova for the 
fastest-win champion. For inquiries, са 851-2275, 839-1688 or 852-9812. 


WT] special cockfest weigh-in today 


COCKERS AND BREEDERS SEEING ACTION IN THE WTJ SPECIAL 3-COCK DER- 
by tomorrow at the Makati Coliseum are reminded to present thelr entries today at 
the venue, Weight imits are 1.8 Kilograms to 2.4 kg. n the P200,000 derby backed 
у B-Meg Derby Ace Premium Formula. Entry ee is P5,500. For inquiries, сай 
896-3545 or 895-8475. Fourty-two entries vied in the first WTJ 3-cocker on Jan. 
30, and six emerged as co-champlons: Palasan Secret of Jun Pascual, Janelle of 
ER. Bentong, Singkamas Pride of Pete Yson, Practice Lang of Efren Canlas, To- 
ether Again of Pepito Ngo and the Be Nice entry. 
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DETROIT, MICHIGAN—PITTSBURGH END- 
ed a 26-year title drought and completed 
the most unlikely championship run in 
American football history here Sunday, 
beating Seattle, 21-10, in Super Bowl 40. 

Ben Roethlisberger and Wille Parker ran for 
touchdowns and Most Valuable Player Hines 
‘Ward caught a 43-yard trick-play touchdown toss 
from fellow receiver Antwaan Randle El as the 
Steelers won a record-tying fifth Super Bow 

The Steelers were the first sixth seed to reach 
the Super Bowl after road upsets of top American 
Conference seeds Indianapolis, Denver and 
Cincinnati, then ended an amazing playoff run by 
downing the National Conferences kings. 

To win after nobody thought we could - sixth 
seed, three playoff games on the road - was more 
special than if we had won last year when we 
were the cream of the crop,” Steelers safety Chris 
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Steelers steal Super Bowl 4 


Pittsburgh ends 26-year drought with record 5th crown. \ 


Hope said. 

Pittsburgh matched Dallas and San Francisco 
for the alltime record of five Super Bowl ui- 
umphs, giving tearful coach Bill Cowher and rush- 
er Jerome Betis their first National Football 
League tiles in more than a decade of uying. 

Betis, nidmamed "The Bus” for his stocky 
frame, parked himself for good after 13 seasons, 
having won a longsought crown in his home- 
town. The number five alltime NFL rushers re- 
tirement is “official like the referees whistle” 
“There's always a time when you have to сай it 
quits" Betts said. “It ап ending. It has been an 
incredible ride. I came back to win а champi- 
onship. Mission accomplished. Now I have to bid 
farewell 

Roethlisberger, who dove for a one-yard touch- 
down, became the youngest quarterback to win a 
Super Bowl. "Big Ben" improved to 274 as a 


starter despite the worst passer rating for a Super. 
Bowl winner. 

Only four NFL coaches had won more games 
than Cowher without winning a Super Bowl. His 
14 years with the Steelers is the longest active NFL 
run by a coach with the same club. 

The Steelers won in 1975, 1976, 1979 and 
1980 but lost in 1996 to Dallas in Cowhers only 
prior Super Bowl. 

Parker scored on a 75-yard run, the longest 
rushing play in Super Bow! history, and the Steeler 
defense shut down the МЕЗ top scoring offense 
and top rusher Shaun Alexander in Seattle's first 
Super Bowl appearance. 

"Losing the Super Bowl is always going to be 
tough. Its always going to hurt, but at the same 
time be proud that you took Seattle to a play it 
had never been before,” Seahawks coach Mike 
Holmgren told his team. АЕР] 


MVP: Dream come true for Ward 


[^ 

ifs 
JEROME Bettis (right) holds the Vince Lom- 
bardi trophy while Ни 


DETROIT—HINES WARD MADE THE BIG 
plays when it counted on Sunday to earn the 
Super Bowl XL Most Valuable Player award. 

Ward hauled in five passes for 123 yards, in- 
duding а 43-yard touchdown from 
wide receiver Antwaan Randle El, as the Steelers 
beat the Seattle Seahawks 21-10 to daim their 
fifth Super Bowl championship. 

"Ward became the fourth Steeler to win Super 
Bowl MVP honors after Franco Harris (1975), 
Inn Swann (1976) and Terry Bradshaw (1979 
and 1980). 

“For me to get this honor solidified my career” 
Ward said. "From where I came from and how I 


“1 am at а loss for words,” he added. "There. 
have been a lot of great MVP's who have won the 
‘Super Bowl. 

"And for me to have my name mentioned 
among some of the MVPs that played in the Super 
Bowl, words can't describe i. 

“Its totally a dream come true.” 

Ward's touchdown reception from Randle El, 
who played quarterback in college, put daylight 
between the two teams and snuffed out the Sea 
hhawkes momentum in the fourth quarter. 

Hines, who won a Cadillac Escalade as well as 
the MVP trophy was born in Seoul, South Korea 


Ward holdshisson. лт got to this point, its a special feeling 


‘Cinderella Man’ 


ABOUT 15 YEARS AGO, AMANILA- 
bound ship was unknowingly carrying 
with ita priceless national treasure 
that had yet to be unveiled then: А 12- 
year-old stowaway with an unusually 
‘trong lefthand and a head filled with 
big dreams. 

"T wanted to bea world champion,” the 
now world famous sporting icon said, re- 
calling his thoughts during the wave- 
tossed voyage. 

Fifteen years after that fateful joumey, 
Manny Pacquiao has 
fulfilled his dreams. 
‘And more. 

Using his eft hand 
asa calling card, Pac- 
quiao slowly rose in 
the world boxing 
ranks, sending rivals 
crumpling down to the 
canvass and pocketing 
millions in prize mon- 
y 
Not bad for some- 
‘one who had to quit 
school in sixth grade to 
try to help a fatherless 
family make ends 
тее. 

"He was a bright student but didnt fin- 
ish school because of poverty" says Jog- 
nard Verzoza, who went to elementary 
school with Pacquiao. “You could tell how 
poor his family was by his clothes.” 

"Today you can tell how rich he is by 
the luxuries he enjoys. Aside from hun- 
dreds of milions in prize money and tens 
of millions more from television profit 


From a lowly 
*panadero' to a 
multimillionaire 
at 27, Pacquiao 
has truly been an 
inspiration to 
millions 


slices, Pacquiao also has his pockets lined 
with endorsement money. 

‘The latest comes from the region's 
biggest food and beverage conglomerate 
ina blockbuster deal that will soon make 
him one of the country s wealthiest ath- 
lees. 


Froma lowly “panadero” (bakers 
hand) toa multimillionaire at 27, Pac- 
quiao has truly been an inspiration to mil- 
lions who see in him hope and a reprieve 
from the drudgery of life in the Philip- 
pines. Thus, itista 
stretch o call him the 
Filipino "Cinderella. 
Man.” 

Bom in crushing 
poverty on Dec. 12, 
1978, Emmanuel D. 
Pacquiao grew up in a 
‘one-room shanty in a 
coastal village in Gen. 
Santos City in war- 
tom Mindanao. 

His parents sepa- 
rated when he was 
young, and his moth- 
es Dionisia, had to 
support six children. 
with her paltry income from a series of 
odd jobs. Pacquiao helped out by selling 
‘bread and taking in laundry. 

Pacquiao reached sixth grade and then 
dropped out because his family was too 
poor to keep him in school. His mother. 
‘wanted him to be a priest, but he had oth- 
er plans. 

Pacquiao fied GenSan at age 12 to pur- 
sue his dream to be a boxer, sowing away 


PACQUIAO: Has his pockets lined 
with endorsement money. 


n a ship bound for Manila. 

Supporting himself initially as a con- 
struction worker and by hustling at pool 
halls and basketball cours, he never lost 
sight of his goal. And he rose quickly in. 
the amateur and pro-boxing circu. 

With his recent win over three-time 
world champion Erik Morales of Mexico, 

is now ranked the top contender 
andis now eligible to face Marco Antonio 
Barrera, the man he beat by an 11th 
round TKO in 2003, again for the WBC 
superfeatherweight ttle. 

"With his earnings, Pacquiao can well 
afford to retire from boxing. 


Pacquiao confesses he has been think- 
ing oflife outside the boxing ring but, for 
now, his priority has been to set his fi- 
nances in order and secure his family’s fu- 
ture. He has purchased a P3-million home 
in General Santos, a condominium unit in 
Davao, another house in Parafiaque and a 
gamecock breeding farm. 

While he allows himself some luxuries 
(he has a Honda SUV a Ford Expedition, а 
“Toyota Tamaraw and, his latest acquisi- 
tion, a Porsche Cayenne worth millions), 
Pacquiao also makes sure his newfound 
‘wealth trickles down to as many people а 
man of his status can afford to help. 

On his 26th birthday, for instance, he 
distributed thousands of gift packs to 
those who visited his home. 

For now, most of his earnings are man- 
aged by his wife, Jinkee, and the lady of 
the house keeps. large part of the money 
ina benk. 

The couple recently decided to opena 
retail store named after Pacquiao's boxing 
monicker “The Pacman," but that initial 
venture into “mom-and-pop” en- 
trepreneurship is getting a big helping 
hand from another proud Philippine insti- 
tution, San Miguel Corp. 

Pacquiao has signed a deal that will see 
him сапу the standard for San Miguel. Не 
has agreed to do а series of commercials 
for the company, appearing asa talentin 
ads promoting San Miguel Beer and Mag. 
nolia Ice Cream. 

“Manny's image з very well with our 
values in Son Miguel, particularly the pas 
sion for success," San Miguel president 
and chief operating officer Ramon S. Ang 
said. "We are proud to have Manny as our 
partner in bringing to the market prod- 
ucts that are well-loved by consumers” 

Beyond the endorsement deal, Pac- 
quiao is also set make his initial foray into 
big busines, as he enters into a product 
distribution deal with San Miguel, 

Indeed, this slugger has come along 
way ina life journey that began asa stow: 


away 


Ex-boxers' trust fund going, going, gone? 


1AGREE WITH THE OBSERVATION OF 
veteran television journalist Julius Babao 
of ABS-CBNs TV Patrol and MUP fame 
that many of the country’s former boxers 
are in dire need of financial help, citing in 
particular Rolando Navarette, the ex- 
‘world junior lightweight champion, who is 
now impoverished and always gets into 
trouble. 

їп his column in the tabloid Bulgar, 
Babao cited an urgent appeal from the 
cash-strapped Games and Amusements 
Board for more monetary contribution to 
the Disabled Boxers’ Trust Fund, which is 
now running low. 

“The disabled boxers’ fund is down to 
only P600,000,” Babao quoted his sources 
atthe GAB as saying. "There are more than 
100 ex-boxers who are asking for financial 
help and we simply could not accommo- 
date all of them, that's why the GAB is ap- 
pealing to influential politicians, including 
sports patron First Gentleman Mike Ar- 
тоуо, for financial assistance to boost the 
boxers’ trust fund." 

T have no problem with that appeal for 
contribution because that is one way of in- 
creasing the badly depleted boxers’ trust 
fund and helping our long suffering prize- 
fighters, Ir has also been suggested that an- 
other way of raising more money for the 


trust fund is by reviving the PSA Fiesta Fis- 
Чапа. But since I have already sort of lost 
my love for pro boxing, | am passing off 
this suggestion to those who are in a better 
position to help like the Philippine 
Sportswriters Association headed by Jim- 
my Cantor of Malaya, GAB chair Eric 
Buhain, longtime manager-promoter Gov. 
Raul Daza of the Philippine Boxing Associ- 
ation, international promoter Jun Sarreal 
and Rex Wakee Salud, а close buddy of 
Manny Pacquiao. 

An annual boxing event very much pop- 
ular in the 1960s, the Fiesta Fistiana is a 
tax free charity card for the benefit of des- 
бише and disabled Filipino boxers. The 
great Gabriel “Flash” Elorde used to regu- 
larly appear in the Fistiana and donated а 
portion of his purses to the boxers’ fund. 

Dormant for several years, the Fistiana 
was revived by the PSA on Nox. 9, 1996, 


with the backing of Speaker Jose de Vene- 
cia, then Senior Deputy Speaker and now 
Northem Samar бон. Raul Daza, former 
GAB chair Dominador Cepeda, lawyer 
Rudy Salud, then Philippine Sports Com- 
mission chair Philip Ella Juico, veteran ra- 
ботал Ben Aniceto, the late Armando Be- 
sa of the Philippine Boxing Association, 
lawyerCPA Antonio Lucero and the ac- 
countants of Sycip Gorres Velayo and Со. 
who audited the Fistiana proceeds for free. 

А huge financial success, the Fistiana 
raised more than P800,000 for the Dis- 
abled Filipino Trust Fund. But more impor- 
tantly, by submitting itself to an audit, the. 
PSA set a good example for all fund-rais- 
ers. The SGV audit elicited a favorable re- 
sponse from all sectors, including the PSAs 
generous sponsors, among them San 
Miguel Corp. Pagcor, PLDT, former Manila 
Mayor and now Sen. Alfredo Lim, Philip- 
pine Airlines, Emie Yu's Family Rubbing 
Alcohol, Hotel Rembrandt and Hotel Dusit 
Nikko. 

Rico Siodora of Cagayan de Oro pound. 
ей out a sensational 11th round TKO of 
highly favored American champion Cedric 
Mingo to wrest the World Boxing Federa- 
tion featherweight crown in the top bout 
of the Fistiana. No less than President Fidel 
V Ramos joined a capacity crowd who 


watched the fights at the Ninoy Aquino 
Stadium. 

Among the needy ex-boxers who re- 
ceived financial assistance were former 
World Boxing Council junior lightweight 
champ Rolando Navarette, three-time 
world tide contender Pretty Boy Lucas, the 
late WBC junior welterweight tite-holder 
Pedro Adigue, Fred Basa, Benjamin Caril- 
lo, Rey Tam, Dommy Ursua, Al Asuncion, 
Leonardo Gueguira aka, Leo Zulueta; 
Tito Abella, Ben Escobar, Tito Zardo, Win- 
nie Galero, Mario Arispe and Monico Gal- 
lego. 

n their independent financial report, 
SGV accountants said in part: "We have 
audited the statement of cash receipts and 
disbursements of the 1996 Fiesta Fistiana. 
We conducted our audit in accordance 
with generally accepted auditing stan- 
dards. Those standards require that we 
plan and perform the audit to obtain rea- 
sonable assurance about whether the fi- 
nancial statement is free of material mis- 
statement. 

“in our opinion, the statement referred 
to presents fairly in all material respects, 
the statement of cash receipts and dis- 
bursements of the 1996 Fiesta Fistiana, as 
carried in the accounts maintained by the 
Fund” 


‘STEELERS’ Willie Parker dives into the endzone to score a 
аша was the team's third round draft pick in 1998 touchdown on a 75-yard run against the Seahawks, tthe longest run 
‘Reuters from scrimmage in Super Bow! history. 


seurens 


Rockets’ blast 
downs Knicks 


NEW YORK—TRACY MCGRADY SCORED 23 
points and David Wesley added 19, including 
several key free throws late, to lead the Hous- 
ton Rockets to a 93-89 win over the struggling 
New York Knicks on Sunday. 

‘Yao Ming, in his fourth game back since miss- 
ing 21 after toe surgery, looked to have shaken 
off any lingering effects of the injury and had 15 
points. Houston's record is 12-6 when he and 
‘McGrady play. 

With both its stars healthy, Houston has won 
three straight for the first time since it captured 
five ina row from Dec. 6-15. 

The Knicks had a chance to tie with 6.9 sec- 
onds left, but a 3-pointer by Jalen Rose was par- 
tially blocked by Stromile Swift and fell short. 

Rose scored 16 points and received a warm 
reception from the crowd in his debut with the 
Knicks after being traded from Toronto on Fri- 
дау. Jamal Crawford scored 24 points and Eddy 
Curry had 15 for the Knicks, who have lost five 
straight and 11 ofthe last 12. 

In Toronto, Elton Brand scored 30 points, 
Sam Cassell added 27, and the Los Angeles Clip- 
pers moved 11 games over 500 for the first time 
in team history with а 115-113 overtime victory 
over the Toronto Raptors. 

Cassell sent the game into overtime with a 3- 
pointer and scored six points inthe extra period. 

In Sacramento, California, Mike Bibby scored 
23 points, Kevin Martin added 20 and Sacra- 
mento hit more than enough field goals in the 
fourth quarter to beat Utah, 96-78. AP 


SOLAR SPORTS will air the 10 a.m.—Minnesota- 
Phoenix tussle at 10 a.m. It will be replayed at 8 p.m. 


Tiger thrives 
in the desert 


DUBAI, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES—TIGER 
Woods has thrived in overtime this season. 

“Two shots behind with two holes to play, Woods 
drove the green on the 359-yard 17th hole to set 
upa birdie-birdie finish that got him into a playoff, 
where he defeated Emie Els on the first extra hole 
Sunday to win the Dubai Desert Classic. 

“Two tournaments, two continents, two playoff. 
victories. 

*1 couldn't ask for anything more than that,” 
said Woods, who hasn't started a season with two 
victories since his record-setting year in 2000. 
"Two playoffs, too. Very stressful, but was some- 
how able to come out on top. 1 was very fortunate 
today” 

Ie was similar to last week in San Diego, where 
Woods birdied the final hole to get into a playoff at 
the Buick Invitational and won with pars when his 
‘opponents made mistakes. 

Els also birdied the last hole with a 6-foot putt. 
Buron the par-5 18th hole in the playoff he pulled 
his tee shot into the sandy grove of palms, and his 
approach came up about a yard short into the wa 
ter. He took a drop and pitched 20 feet beyond the 
hole, missing his par putt. 

"Woods closed with a -under 69, finishing with 
a birdie from behind the 18th green in regulation 
to join Els at 19-under 269. Richard Green of Aus- 
tralia birdied four of five holes down the stretch to 
take the lead, but he drove into a plugged lie in the 
sandy palm grove and took bogey on the 18th. 

ЕБ shot Sunder 67, but the ending was ай too 
familiar. It was the third time he has lost in a play- 
ойто Woods, and the seventh time the 36-year-old 
South African has finished second to Woods. АР 
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Goodbye for now 


By Marinel R. Cruz vante explained. ý 
Photos by Jim Guiao Punzalan The “Sugo” party began at 7 4 X Ё. 
pom. with a thanksgiving Mass at LEAD star Richard Gutierrez announces that he's looking forward to 
г О N AVERAGE, THE the Plaza Ibarra on Timog Ave. in with the cast on other GMA 7 projects. 
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THE FILM ACADEMY OF THE PHILIPPINES IS 
upin arms over the reallocation ofthe funds ofthe 
Metro Manila Film Festival, FAP director-general 
Leo G. Martinez told INQumex Entertainment. 

In the previous MMFF Sharing Scheme, said 
Martinez, the proceeds were divided among the 
FAB the Movie Workers Welfare Foundation 
(Mowelfund) and the Motion Picture Anti-Fim 

асу Council, 30 percent each; and the Presi- 
dential Social Fund (PSF), 10 percent. 

“From 30 percent, БАРУ share has been cut to 
10 percent,” said Martinez. “Likewise with the An- 
tPiracy Councils. Mowelfund's was retained at 
30 percent and the PSF at 10 percent. There are 
two new beneficiaries the Optical Media Board 
(OMB) and the Fm Development Council of the 
Philippines (FDCP) at 20 percent each.” 

"This latest revision, said Martinez, was con- 
tained in a memorandum dated Jan. 24 and 
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AFTER THE NATIONWIDE JUBILA- 
tion over Manny Pacquiao's victory 
comes immense gloom brought 
about by the “Wowowee” tragedy. 
What a way to mark the game show's 
first anniversary! National euphoria 
turned into grief. 

1 have a soft spot for Willie Revil- 
lame's show because it paved the way 
for my son IC's show biz comeback. It 
was in “Wowowee” that IC first ap- 
peared after a long absence from the 
scene. How could a show that gives 
hope to the hopeless turn out this way? 
Nobody is to be blamed, but there are 
lessons to be learned from the tragic 
event. 

*For entertainers like Willie and 
company, their job is to give the audi- 
ence a good show. In the absence of 
heroes, the masa" tend to create one. 
So they cling to their boob tube fa- 
vorites and everything their idol stands 
for. “Wowowee” fanatics held on to the 
promise of a better life. Its ironic that 
it’s this very hope that caused them 
their life. Perhaps TV shows should stop 
too much drumbeating so as to avoid 
mass hysteria. Keep it simple. Keep it 
real, Don't let the ratings game drive 
you to extremes, 

*For viewers, although there's noth- 
ing wrong with pinning your hopes on a. 
game show you must also remember 
the value of hard-earned money. In- 
stead of lining up for days just to get in- 
side the studio, why not try queueing 
up ora job interview? 

A game show must be fun fun fun. 
When it centers on fund, fund, fund, 
desperation comes in. Don't be idle and 
succumb to TV idolatry. 

*The "WAWAwee" catastrophe is a 
sad, sad indication of how tough life is 
for most Pinoys. Times are so bad that 
we grab onto the slightest chance of be- 
coming instant millionaires. To think 
the "Wowowee" Tragedy happened on 
the same day that Pinoy Big Brother 
Celebrity Edition was supposed to be 
launched (the launch was postponed). 
Both shows have millions at stake. But 
while the masa have to endure fatigue 
and hunger for a crack at the jackpot, 
all the housemates have to do is to fol- 
low Big Brother's rules. Are TV shows 
sending the wrong signals for the right 
reasons, or the right signals for the 
‘wrong reasons? 


Lovers’ quarrel? 
ROXANNE Guinoo and Joross Gamboa 
were spotted strolling in Greenbelt 3. 
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thanksgiving party. From 
top, GMA 7 SVP for 
entertainment Wilma 
Galvante congratulates 
the cast, actors Versoza 
(Apo Abukay) and Amy 
Austria (Graciela), 
directors Dominic Zapata 
and Lore Reyes and LJ 
Reyes(Dorina). 
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:J The Comedy of REX NAVARETTE 


i Premiere Fil-Am funny man 
QQ) is back to give you loads of laughs! 
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ex) Southmall + February 18 Baguio « February 25 
SM MEGAMALL CINEMA 3 
February 14, 2006, 8:00 PM 


BUY LOWER BOX TICKET FOR ONLY P550 
Get FREE 1(опе) Rex VCD + med. Popcom & Drink! 


BUY UPPER BOX TICKET FOR ONLY P450 
Get FREE 1(опе) Rex VCD + small Popcorn & Drink! 


Available at the following SM Cinema Snackbars: 
Megamall, North Edsa, Southmall, and Baguio 
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ойо (033) 3209422 Sta. Mesa 7161416 San Lazaro 7862488 + Valenzuela 2933917 
Molino (046) 5026487 * Baguio (074) 6197838-39-41 
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Cebu Normal Universis. 
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Ayala Greenbelt's Chocolate Festival 
February 9 to 11, 2006 


Reperiory Philippines presents NOBODY'S PERFECT 
at REP's Globe Theater - February 3 - 5, 2006 
For inquiries, ps. cl 887-0710 
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Buy 2 cinema tickets from Feb. 10- 19,2006 


and geta chance to win an instant Valentine prize! 
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LEO Martinez: “We do 
not recognize Vic del 
Rosario as spokesman 
for the film industry.” 


MMFF 
pie 


From page A2-2 
signed by Executive 
Secretary Eduardo А. 
Ermita, by way of 
granting the request 
made by Vicente del 
Rosario Jr, Presidential 
consultant for the en- 
tertainment industry 

Del Rosario then 
drafted a letter dated 
Jan. 31 informing the 
FAP of the changes. 

The funds in con- 
tention are the eam- 
ings of the MMFF 
2005, which comes 
from “the amusement 
taxes collected by local 
government — uni" 
Martinez explained. “It 
is not right for LGU 
funds to be funneled to 
national offices like the 
FDCP and the OMB, 
which can very well 
support themselves 
with budgets from the 
General Appropria- 
tions Act” 

Through the years, 
the MMFF Sharing 
Scheme has undergone 
numerous — revisions 
bur, Martinez pointed 
ош, this latest alter- 
ation "violates" Sec. 17 
of RA 9167: An Act 
Creating the FDCP 


Common stand 

“Sec. 17 dearly 
states that the, FOCP 
may accept donations 
and grants from vari- 
ош sources, domestic 
or foreign, except from 
movie producers and 
distributors for purpos- 
es relevant to its func- 
tions,” said Martinez. 
“Moreover, Del 
Rosario, who is also Vi- 
va chair and chief exec- 
utive officer, is giving 
preference to offices 
headed by people 
closely identified with 
him: Jackie Atienza of 
the FDCP and Edu 
Manzano of the OMB.” 

Last Thursday, the 
FAP met with the Anti- 
Piracy Council and oth- 
er industry leaders and 
arrived at a common 
stand. 

“We denounce Del 
Rosarios  [manipula- 
tion of] the MMFF 
Sharing Scheme,” Mar- 
tinez stressed, "He has 
mo moral authority to 
initiate this move. We 
do not recognize Del 
Rosario as spokesman 
forthe film industry" 
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ALTHOUGH IT LEFT 
Sundance empty- 
handed, Auraeus 
Solito's "Ang Pag- 
dadalaga ni Maximo 
Oliveros” was named 
Best Asian Film by 
the Network of Asian 
Cinema at the 35th 
Rotterdam Interna- 
tional Film Festival, 
held in the Nether- 
lands last week. It 
tied with “The Lost 
Hum" from Japan. 

In Sundance, pro- 
ducer Raymond Lee 
reported, "Maximo's" 
four screenings were 
fully booked. 

As for the reviews, 
Anthony Kaufman of 
indieWIRE and Vil- 
lage Voice said: "Gen- 
wine international 
discovery... difficult 
to resist.” And Dennis 
Harvey of Variety: 
“Persuasive.” 
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RP investors send big money offshore 


UND CALORS 


CURRENCIES 


BSP says $10.48 in local 
funds invested overseas 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


HAVING EARNED SUBSTANTIAL FINANCIAL WEALTH FROM A 
long career in banking, Mr. Cruz now invests his money with the 
aim of protecting its value and getting the right return. 


JANUARY 
PESO-DOLLARRATE 


fS pm. Feb. 6,2006 _ 


GOLD: $572.40-572.90 


STOCK MARKET 


Shares close slightly lower 


SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.26 PERCENT 
lower yesterday on continued profit-taking in 
the majors after recent gains, dealers said. 

Wall Street's decline Friday and concerns 
over the prospect of a more prolonged rise 
in US interest rates also weighed on senti- 
ment, they said. 

The composite index fell 5.58 points to 
2,138.13 after trading between 2,126.61 
and 2,141.50. Volume was 865.5 million 
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This means parking his money їп a slew of 
investment vehicles like stocks, bonds, mutu- 
al funds and money market placements. 

“J even have ROPs,” Cruz said. "Its part of 
my diversification strategy.” 

ROPs—bankers jargon for “Republic of the 
Philippines"—refer to dollar-denominated 
bonds sold by the Philippine government 
abroad when borrowing money from foreign 
banks. Mr. Cruz said these ROPs represent 
one of the most important 


parts of his investment port- SPECIAL REPORT 


folio. 

But Mr. Cruz is no ordinary investor. He is 
Omar Cruz, the treasurer of the Republic of 
the Philippines, the man tasked by the Presi- 
dent to manage and oversee the government's 
efforts to manage its finances mainly by sell- 
ing bonds both here and abroad. 

Like most high-net worth—and well-in- 


formed—investors in this country, Cruz sees 
the need to “diversify” his holdings not only 
by buying different kinds of investments, but 
by actually sending their money to safer 
shores abroad. 


Exported capital 

According to the Bangko Sentral ng Pilip- 
inas (BSP), some $10.4 billion worth of the 
country’s resources—more than P540 billion 
at current — exchange 
rates—are lodged in foreign 
assets via banks domiciled in 
foreign countries. 

‘The amount represents roughly a tenth of 
the value of the local economy in 2005 of 
about PS trillion. 

“A significant portion of this is invested in 
ROPs,” BSP managing director Celia Gonzales 
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Treasury sees budget World Bank loan 
eyed for LRT | 
extension 
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reatness means being a TOWER OF STRENGTH. 


Mts not enough for you to simply succeed - you rave to exce 
You leave a lasting impression. 


‘You have the dive to reach the top, and equally important is the vehicle that would take you there. 


The vehicle with the dynamism to match your verve. 
The vehicle that communicates the spirited image you uphold, 


91-day Treasury bill rates 
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91-day T-bill rate 
inches up to 5.097% 


By Michelle V. Remo 


LEE NE M Рә 


yesterday's auctions. 

The Treasury accepted only 
P425 million worth of bids coms 
pared with the government's pro- 
grammed borrowing through the 
91-day bills of P1 billion. 

"people are willing to buy and 
sell 91-day at that level. We ac- 
cepted a rate where the sec- 
ondary market was trading,” Na- 
tional Treasurer Omar Cruz said 
in a briefing after the auctions. 

э1-рлү/В1 


THE BELDWETHER 91-DAY TREA- 
sury bill rate inched up by 23.4 ba- 
sis points to 5.097 percent yester- 
дау, with Treasury officials finally 
giving in to market pressure after 
rejecting all bids for the T-bill in the 
past two auctions. 

The yield of the three-month 
government securities could have 
gone even higher at 5.239 per- 
cent had all bids were accepted at 
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whether on a leisurely ride, or during your constantly upward stride. 


The vehicle that effortlessly translates your every intention, to a swift and precise action. 


Revitalize your passion- 
Reverse your limitations. 
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Fixed income exchange honors top dealers 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


‘SECURITY BANK, BANK OF THE 
Philippine Islands, China Bank, HSBC 
‘and Metrobank were the five most ac- 

"tive trading banks at the country’s pi- 
neering fixed income exchange for 
2005. 

Philippine Dealing and Exchange 
‘Corp. (PDEx), which started the an- 
nual recognition of FX participants, 
named the five banks as having exe- 
cuted the highest peso value of trades 


in the inter-dealer negotiated dealing 
platform of its fixed income exchange 
lastyear. 

PDEx president Cesar Crisol said 
this confirmed “the ability of partici- 
pants to face the growing demands of 
a changing market, providing an im- 
petus to keep improvements going in 
developing the local capital market.” 

‘Although the annual recognition 
маз now only based on the value of 
trades, the exchange plans to identify 
other criteria for its "PDEx Annual 
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Achievement Awards” based on the 
participants’ contribution to the ad- 
vancement of the capital market re- 
form agenda. 

PDS Group president and CEO Vi- 
cente Castillo said the awards were“a 
recognition of their efforts in provid- 
ing liquidity through their trading 
and market-making activities.” 

He hailed the five banks for their 
“commitment in ensuring the validity 
of interest rate benchmarks through 
dealt trades.” 
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gap below P125B 


By Michelle V. Remo 


NATIONAL TREASURER OMAR CRUZ SAID 
the government could easily outperform the of- 
ficial target of cutting the budget deficit to Р125 
billion this year given the positive momentum 
created by its fiscal performance in 2005. 

Cruz said that with the larger tax base, the 
government could generate revenues much 
higher than last year's. The larger tax base is 
partly a result of the implementation of the 
VAT Reform Law, which lifted the value- 
added tax exemption of ой, electricity and 
other products and services. 

Total government revenues last year 
reached P795.7 billion, without the full im- 
pact of the VAT law that took effect only last 
November. The law did not only expand the 
coverage of the VAT since November, but also 
raised the tax rate from 10 to 12 percent last 
Feb. 1 


The government's target of a P125-billion 
deficit this year translates to a deficit-to-GDP 
(gross domestic product) ratio of 2.1 percent. 
Cruz said this ratio could be easily surpassed 
given the huge revenue potential of the gov- 
ernments revenue-raising measures. 

Cruz noted that in 2005, the government 
was targeting a deficit-o-GDP ratio of 3.4 
percent, but it actually registered a much bet- 
ter figure of only 2.7 percent. 

Given that the actual defict-to-GDP ratio had 
been declining by about one percentage point 
every year in the past few years, it was likely 
that the government could achieve a ratio bet- 
ter than the 2.1 percent target for this year. 

This means that the P125-billion target, 
which corresponds to the 2.1-percent defi 
to-GDP ratio, could be surpassed, he said. 

In 2003, the deficit-to-GDP ratio stood at 
4.75 percent. It went down to 3.95 percent in 
2004 and to 2.7 percent in 2005. 


Shares close slightly lower 
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shares worth P505.37 million. 
The broader all-shares index fell 2.47 


points to 1,022.27. 
Losers led gains 40 to 27, with 59 stocks 
unchanged. АЕР 


RP investors send ... 
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bond exchange, similar in con- 


METROBANK 


Metrobank Plaza, Sen. Gil J. Puyat Ave. Makati City 


Tel: Nos.: 8988000 _ Fax No. 8176248 


Website: wwwmetrobankcom ph 


STATEMENT OF CONDITION 
(Head Office and Branches) 
'As of December 29, 2005 


Cash and Cash Items. 

Due from Bangko Sentral ng 
Due from Other Banks 

Interbank Loans Receivable... 
Trading Account Securities (Nei). 
Investment in Bonds and Other 


18,623,468,503 
23,466,145.758 
56.269.969 832 

3,629,019,932 


Debt Instruments (Net)... - 
Loans, Discounts and Advances (Net) 
Equity Investments (Nel 
Bank Premises, Furniture, Fixtures 

апа Equipment (Net) 
Other Assets (Net) 

Property Owned/Acquired 

Others. = 
TOTALAS: 


.90,309,909,861 
215,727 019.039 
17,507 212,394. 


8256279072 
56,183,909,590 
29,537 236,866 

eoe RIA 

-5 497579020107 


LIABILITIES 
Demand Deposits xem 
Savings Deposits 
Time Deposits 
Зреса/Оћег Deposlis . > 
Due to Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas... 
Due to Banks. 
Outstanding Checks / Payment Orders 
Bils Payable: ..... 2 
BSP - Rediscounis/Special Programs... 
Interbank Borrowings 
Others. : 
Unearned income and 
Other Deferred Credits. 
Other Liabilities enn 
Unsecured Subordinated Debt (inclusive of 
‘Unamortized PremiumvDiscount) 
TOTAL LIABILITIES 


> 19296872936 
281,678,971,759 
78, 163,360,171 
"322,950,789 
209,605,529 
23,434,890 
979,062,282 
33,134, 169,030 
788,874,500 
15,713,994,234 
16,631,500,296 


4,751,062,121 
21,284,199,749 


CAPITAL ACCOUNTS. 

Capital Stock .. е 

‘Surplus 

‘Surplus Reserves .. 

Other Capital Accounts .. 2,004 472,751 
TOTAL CAPITAL ACCOUNTS. —13,662,86].194 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND CAPITAL ACCOUNTS..........-9497.579,020,107. 


‘CONTINGENT ACCOUNTS 
Unused Commercial Letters of Credit... 10,353,838,938 
Bils for Collection... s 71:805385,854 
SpoVFuture Exchange Bought. 10213,356,755 
SpolFuture Exchange Sold . 8,767,310,960 
Assets Held in Trust invesiment 
Management Agreement.. 
Invested In: 
Government Securlles ... i 
Other Securities, Debt instruments 
and Shares of Stocks . 
Loans and Discounts. 
Other Assets 
Accountabilities: 
“Trust and Other Fiduciary 
Соттоп Trust Funds ........ 
Investment Fund Management 
Unearned Income and 
Other Accountablities ... 
Other Contingent Accounts ....... 
TOTAL CONTINGENT ACCOUNTS... 


32,673,019.000 
8477,565,090 
507,810,343 


155,950,371,052 
104,694,446,421 


9,030,806,547 
16374044,815 
25,851,073,268 


71767373746 
81,141,655,555 
2,584,564,054 


456,157,697 
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E-mail: metrobank@metrobank.com.ph 


As ol December 29, 2005 


ASSETS 
Cash and Cash Items.. ae 
Due from Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas... 
Due from Other Вап... 
Interbank Loans Receivable . 
Trading Account Securities (Net)... 
Investment in Bonds and Other 
Debt instruments (Net)... 
Loans, Discounts and Advances (Nel) 
Equity investments (Net) 
Bank Premises, Furniture, Fixtures 
and Equipment (Net) 
Other Assets (Net): 
Property Owned/Acquired. 


E 


Special/Other Deposits 
Due to Bangko Sentral ng Plipinas 


'ayable: tee 
BSP - Rediscounis/Special Programs. 
Interbank Borrowings Я 
Deposit Substitutes... 

Others ......... 

Uneamed income and 
Other Deferred Credits . 

Other Liabilities . Е 

Unsecured Subordinated Debt (inclusive of 
Unamortized Premium/Discount) ... 
TOTAL LIABILITIES... 

Minority Interest in Allled Undertakings! 
Subsidiaries/Affliates. 


CAPITAL ACCOUNTS 
Capital Stock 
Surplus... 
Surplus Reserves. 
Other Capital Accounts 
TOTAL CAPITAL АС; pues 
"TOTAL LIABLITIES AND CAPITAL ACCOUNTS... 


Unused Commercial Letters о! Credit 
Bilis for Collection 
SpoVFulure Exchange Bought... 
SpoVFulure Exchange Sold 
Assets Held in Trust Invesiment 
‘Management Agreements... E 
Invested In: 
Government Securities 
Other Securities, Debt 
and Shares of Stocks. 
Loans and Discounts 
Other Assets 
Accountabilties: 
Trust and Other Fiduciary 
Соттоп Trust Funds... 
InvestmenUFund Management 
Unearned Income and 
Other Accountabiiities 
Other Contingent Accounts. 
TOTAL CONTINGENT ACCOUNTS 


Otor infomation: 
1. Daposits of 
8) Govormment 
bj Banke 
9) Trost Department 
2. Ust of Bank's Financial 
ала Moto ltoreatonal 
'Inestmont Со. Lid. - HK 
^) Fist Moto Investment Corporation 
c) Рперрле Savings Bank 
2 MBIC Venture Captal Corporation 
'd Motropottan Berk (Bahamas) Ld. 
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CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF CONDITION 
(Bank and йв Subsdares and Actes) 


34,459.963.071 
P 586,192,434,275. 


.P 21038302184 


49,510,599 .588 
586.492.434 275 


CONTINGENT ACCOUNTS 
P 10,485,910,590 


D ORIX моно Leasing and Financo 
Corporston. 
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said in an interview. funds used 
to buy ROPs eventually find their 
way back to local shores to fund 
the government's chronic cash 
shortfall, but only after white- 
shoe investment bankers in New 
York and London take their fat 
commissions. 

‘According to the central bank, 
Filipinos had a total of $15.7 
lion deposited in the local bank- 
ing system as of last month. Of 
this amount, about $10.4 billion 
is actually invested in dollar-de- 
nominated securities. 

Gonzalez. estimates that two- 
thirds of this amount was used by 
Filipinos to buy dollar bonds issued 
by their own government, while 
another $1 billion was allocated to 
buy dollar bonds issued by local 
blue chip firms like companies of 
the Ayala conglomerate or Philip- 
pine Long Distance Telephone Co. 

‘The central bank official, who is 
in charge with monitoring dollar 
flows into and out of the country, 
said this figure includes only 
funds invested offshore by Fil- 
ipinos through their banks’ trust 
departments and insurance firms. 

“This doesn't include the invest- 
ments of high net worth individu- 
als,” Gonzales said, most of whom 
can invest their money abroad 
without coursing them through 
traditional banking channels. 

By all means, the treasury chief 
is not the only economic manager 
who invests his money abroad. 
Recent economic managers like 
foriuer BSP Governor Rafael B. 
Buenaventura and former Fi- 
mance Secretary Jose Isidro N. 
Camacho (at one point, the rich- 
est member of the Cabinet) have. 
all admitted to having "about 
half" of their assets denominated 
in dollars and investments in dol- 
Jar-denominated assets. 

It is no longer strange that 
these people—custodians of their 
country's economy—find it nec- 
essary to invest their money else- 
where. “It is only but prudent,” 
said one current central bank offi- 
cial, requesting anonymity. 
“You'll sleep better at night." 

However, this roundabout way 
of investing and funding the gov- 
ernment’s cash needs has its 
costs. 

Because of this inefficien- 
cy—having to export capital ofi 
shore before bringing it back on- 
shore—the government has to 
pay expensive — investment 
bankers and go on costly foreign 
roadshows, and pay more for 
“foreign” capital, while some lo- 
cal investors actually earn less 
than what they should. 


Unpopular solution 

In recent years, efforts have 
been made to reform the local 
capital markets by introducing a 


8,428,175,045 
20,761,345,819 
29,044/507 980 
56.269.989,832 
15,679,821,102 


111,448,083,718 
260,290,745,082 
7.394,914,526 


10,283,637,521 
66,891,213,650 
32,431,250,579 


290.298.862 903 
113,008,206,271 
322,950,789 
227,688,417 
23,434,890 
1.167211,860 
61,385/305,933. 
"788,674,500 
22528180234 
19,937,859,159 
18,130,682,040 


4631450734 
25,425,700,241 


2,380,166,748. 


32,673,019,000 
13,148,762,459 
507.810,343 


1,855,522 827 
10213,356,754 
8,767,310,960 


156,115,973,734 
104,696,558,826. 


9,137.143,161 
16.374,044,815 
25,908,226,932 


71,933,576,428 
81,141,655,555 
2584,584,055 


456,157,697 


From page BI 
He explained that it was reason- 
able to accept a higher rate as 
long as it was in line with the lev- 
elsin the secondary market. 

‘Analysts said the rate for the 
benchmark 91-day bills could have 
already bottomed when it reached 
4.863 percent last Jan. 16, and 
could not во down any further The 
last rate recorded in January was 
the lowest since August 2002. 

The 182-day bills fetched a 


cept to the stock market, where 
public and private debt сап be 
traded in a more transparent 
manner. 

Former banker Vicente Castil- 
lo, who now chairs PDS Holdings 
Corp., the parent of the bond ex- 
change, has been shouting him- 
self hoarse, trying to convince a 
skeptical banking community 
about the soundness of his plan. 

“if you have domestic debt is- 
sued in foreign currency and 
funded by local citizens, that 
points to some kind of inefficien- 
су in the system,” Castillo said, 
explaining that a bond exchange 
would help reduce—although 
mot completely eliminate—the 
need for borrowers like the gov- 
ernment to go abroad for money. 

His proposed bond exchange, 
however, has encountered stiff 
opposition from distrustful 
bankers and regulators reluctant 
to surrender control of the bond 
markets future direction to his 
proposed “solution.” 

"With these reforms, [interest 
rate) spreads will go down,” Castil- 
lo said. “Investors will eam more 
and borrowers will pay less.” 

What Castillo doesn't say is 
that his plan will cut out banks 
from the lucrative loop by bring- 
ing the borrowers closer to their 
funders—a system bankers are 
silently opposing. 

Treasury's Cruz, however, is 
ambivalent to the plan. 

"It doesn't matter to me what 
system you tse,” he said, relating 
his stand on the proposed capital 
market reforms. "What I'm inter- 
ested in is getting the best price 
forthe Republic.” 

$о far, Cruz has done an excel- 
lent job of cutting the country's 
cost of foreign borrowing. Since 
he assumed office last year, Cruz 
said that the country's borrowing 
costs have declined by over two 
percentage points on the aver- 
age—a total savings of close to 
P500 million annually—hough 
he admits that this was prompted 
by а combination fiscal reforms 
and hard-nosed bargaining with 
foreign bond underwriters. 

“in the end, you can have ай 
the capital market reforms, but it 
is still the fundamental fiscal pic- 
ture that will determine your 
credit ratings,” Cruz said, refer- 
ring to the "junk" rating of Philip- 
pine bonds sold overseas. 

Pending a ratings upgrade and 
а more efficient capital market, 
however, Cruz and many other 
economic managers will continue 
to “diversify” their investments 
by sending their money abroad. 

Indeed, the Philippines may be 
starved for foreign portfolio and 

irect investments, but for now, 
its residents would continue to 
send their money abroad. 


91-day T-bill rate ... 


rate of 6.221 percent, or 4.7 basis 
points lower than the previous 
‘week's, Bids for ће 182-day bills 
reached P5.04 billion compared 
with the programmed debt offer- 
ing of only P1 billion, Due to the 
big demand for the six-month pa- 
per, the Treasury decided to ac- 
cept P1.4 billion worth of bids. 

"The rate for the 364-day bills 
seuled at 7.319 percent, 3 basi 
points higher than the rate record- 
ой during last week's auction. 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT'S 
debt dropped for the second con- 
secutive month in November last 
year as the declining budget 
deficit eased the need for borrow- 
ings. 

‘Statistics showed that the gov- 
‘emment’s debt went down to P3.91 
trillion as of end-November last 


year from P3.95 trillion in October 
ofthe same year The October figure 
‘was 2 percent lower than the P4.02 
trilion in September. 

The decline in the debt figure 
did not mean the government had 
stopped borrowing. This indicated 
that the government paid more 
maturing obligations than the 
amount borrowed in November. 

The Department of Finance 
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National gov't debt declined to P3.91T in November 


lenders. 


World Bank loan eyed 
for LRT 1 extension 


No gov't counterpart funding needed 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


THE WORLD BANKIS WILLING TO FUND AS 
much as half of the estimated $800-million fi 
nancing requirement of the Light Rail Transit 
Line 1 extension to Cavite, LRT Authority ad- 
ministrator Mel Robles said. 

Robles said the multilateral creditor had ex- 
pressed willingness to provide low-cost funds 
for the civil works component of the project, 
which was estimated to account for half of the 
project cost. 

“The World Bank is willing to finance por- 
tion of the project even without counterpart 
funding from the government,” said Robles. 

He said the cost of the project was expected 
tobe lower than the unsolicited offer of $867 
million since it would be auctioned off. The 
plan is to hold the bidding within the first 
semester. 

The first phase of the LRTA Line 1 extension 
will extend the railway up to Bacoor in Cavite. 
It may later be extended further to Imus and 
to Dasmariñas, also in Cavite. 

LRT Line 1 carries an average of 350,000 
passengers a day. With the extension, this is 
expected to increase to 400,000. 

The LRTA scrapped last year an agreement 
with Canadian firm SNC Lavalin, which had 
offered to undertake the 12-kilometer exten- 
sion of LRT Line 1 to Bacoor Cavite from 
Baclaran for $867 million. 

Robles said the LRTA must fulfill two things 


before it can bid out the mass transport exten- 
sion to Cavite—to pay SNC Lavalin the bal- 
ance of $5 million for the feasibility study and 
development plans itmade for the project and 
to get the transportation departments en- 
dorsement for the project’s inclusion in the 
‘medium-term priority investment plan. 

Its inclusion in the medium-term plan will 
guarantee a budget cover from the national 
government, which will ensure that creditors 
will get paid. 

‘The budget department has yet to release 
the $5 million (roughly P260 million) re- 
quested by the LRTA for the full payment of 
the feasibility study and development plan. 
‘The Canadian firm said it had spent $20 mil- 
tion for the feasibility study and development 
plans. This was, however, reduced to $10 mil- 
lion, of which, $5 million was already paid. 

International Finance Corp., the World 
Bank's investment arm and a consultant for 
the project, believed the unsolicited offer of 
SNC Lavalin was too high, according to the 
LRTA. 

The Canadian firm also sought a guarantee 
cover from the government, which made its 
offer even more disadvantageous to the gov- 
‘emment, Robles said. 

The government received the unsolicited 
offer from SNC Lavalin more than five years 
ago but the project could not proceed because 
of doubts over the economic viability of the 
project. 


PSBank raising capital to PÓB 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


PHILIPPINE SAVINGS BANK, THE THRIFT 
bank unit of Metropolitan Bank and Trust Co., 
plans to jack up its capital base by the end of 
the year to P6 billion, from the current level of 
4.8 billion, to fund further expansion. 

The country’s second largest thrift bank re- 
cently raised its capital via a P2-billion tier 2 
offering. It plans to generate another Р750 
million in core capital through a stocks rights 
offering this semester. 

PSBank tapped affiliate First Metro Invest- 
ment Corp. to underwrite its planned rights 
offering 

In a recent press briefing, PSBank presi- 
dent Pascual Garcia said new challenges 


Pre-need firms’ 


PRE-NEED COMPANIES POSTED A 9.2- 
percent increase in their trust fund assets to 
P76.2 billion as of September last year, up 
by 9.2 percent from P69.8 billion in end- 
2004, the Philippine Federation of Pre-Need 
Plan Companies Inc. (РЕРРСІ) said in a 
statement. 

Prudentialife president Jose Albert Alba, 
also an officer of the federation, said earnings 
from trust fund investments were boosted by 
the growth in the yields of stock market place 
ments and long-term bond investments. He 
said stock prices grew by about 15 percent 


GOINGS ON 


Asian Spirit expan 
ASIAN SPIRIT AIRLINES RECENTLY LAUNCHED 
its Manita-Davao, Davao-Manila flights. The move 
isin ine with the atie's expansion program. 
The daily morning flight out of Davao City ls at 
5:45 a.m. while the ast fight is at 5:30 p.m. 
Asian Spirit will use Its newly acquired 100- 
seater British Aerospace 146 jet to service this 
route. The airline also plans to fly to Palau and 
Manado, Indonesia from Davao. 


iBank’s iCheckpoints 
International Exchange Bank (Bank) recently re-intro- 
‘duced iCheckpoints, a checking account that earned 
рогіз that could be used to redeem premium items. 

iCheckpoints account holders, with at least 
P25,000 in average daily balance, will earn points 
that can be exchanged for git certificates from 
selected shops and restaurants, top of te ina 
audio video equipment and plane tickets. 


23rd SM mall 


SM Prime Holdings Inc. Is scheduled to open 
its 23rd mall, the 79,000-square meter SM City 
Sta. Rosa, In Sta. Rosa, Laguna on Feb. 17. This. 
is In line with efforts to expand SMPH' activities 
into the provinces. 

The two-level mall is a 10-minute drive from 
the Mamplasan exit. SM City Sta. Rosa offers 
one-stop shopping convenience as It includes a 
variety of retall establishments, along with the 
SM Department store and SM Supermarket. 


confronting the banking industry—the 
new accounting rules and the introduction. 
ofa new system in line with the Basle2 cap- 
ital adequacy rule—would put a hefty pre- 
mium to an institution's ability to improve 
risk management, establish a strong core 
business and build organizational compe- 
tencies. 

He said PSBank had long prepared for this 
challenging environment by developing new 
structures and beefing up Из technology. 

"We're not worried about Basle 2 because 
the bank is profitable. We're in good position 
to absorb these rules. The additional capital 
would be a buffer that will put us in a place 
where we could broaden the opportunities,” 
he said. 


trust funds up 


last year while yields of long-term bonds, by 
around 20 percent. 

‘Trust fund income of pre-need firms grew 
to P3.88 billion as of end-September from 
P1.31 billion in December 2004 

PFPPCI said the industry figures came from 
the Securities and Exchange Commission and 
covered 47 pre-need firms. Elizabeth L. 
Sanches 
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said that of the P3.91 trillion 
worth of debt, 45 percent was 
owed to foreign creditors while 
55 percent came from domestic 


Foreign debt as of November, 
which stood at P1.75 trillion, was 
3.2 percent lower than the end- 
October figure. The DOF said that 
in the case of foreign obligations, 
the government registered higher 


net payments than net borrow- 
ings in November. 

The decrease in foreign liabili- 
ties was also partly attributed to 
the appreciation of the peso and 
other currencies against the US 
dollar, which made foreign debts 
cheaper in peso terms. The DOF 
said the weakening of the dollar 
helped reduce foreign debt by 
PS3 billion. 


market. 


Don't miss this opportunity, 
Be a part of the First 


and the Biggest 


Domestic debt, however, hit 
P2.16 trillion or 0.7 percent high- 
er than the amount recorded in 
October. This was due to the in- 
crease in the issuance of govern- 
ment securities in the domestic 


The DOF also reported that the 
national governments contin- 
gent debt, composed of liabilities 
of state-owned companies that 


сапіей sovereign guarantee, 
stood at P592 billion as;of 
November. The figure was lower 
than the P602 billion recorded in. 
October. 

The DOF said the decline ín 
contingent debt was also-due to 
the appreciation of the peso, 
which reduced the peso value of 
the foreign liabilities of state- 
owned companies. 
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12" MANAGING FAMILY CORPORATIONS 


A Healthy Family in a Healthy Business 
March 20 - 24, 2006 / AIM, Manila 


RECOMMENDED FOR: 


and professional managers of family 
hould be at lea: 


articipants 21 years old or coll 


PROGRAM BENEFIT 


management course will help you identify and analyze the 
nges of family corporations. Y stand the 
and interrelationship 'orporations as well а 
arcas for improvement within the far 
f family дуп and family business systems, you would abi 
Я implement in ments to ensure growth 
amily corporati ented 
ferent gene 
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PROGRAM CONTENT 
FAMILY SYSTEMS. 


+ Genogram 
* Power 

+ Family Theories 
* individuation 


- Conflict Management 
| Managing Conflicts in the Family 
+ Appreciative Inquiry 

and Family Assessment 


BUSINESS SYSTEMS 
* Succession. 
* Managing Transitions. 


LEARNING PROCESS 

A variety of teaching methods will be used- lectures, workshops and group. 
discussions and presentations However, foremost among the teaching methods 
Utilized at AIM is the case method a technique pioneered by the Harvard Business 
School and adapted to the Asian setting by AIM. 

The workshop sessions will include planning, analyzing problems plotting 
| genograms and discussions on vision / mission / family constitution. 


Boards and Governance. 
+ Professionalization and Corporate Culture 


T Please fax this reply form to 893 2031 or 893 2050 
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aFaxNo: + Email 
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AND LIFELONG LEARNING CENTER 


PROGRAM DIRECTOR 
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Busine 
Profe ploma in Pastoral 
Counseling and Family Ministry 
from the Center of Family Ministries 
(CEFAM) Loyola School of Theology, 
‘Ateneo de Manila University (2004). 
She is currently taking her Ph.D. in 
Organizational Development at the 
Southeast Asian Interdisciplinary 
Development Institute (SAIDI). 
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+ Prof. Jacinto Gavino, Jr, Ph.D. 

+ Prof. Milagros Du-Lagrosa 

+ Prof. Francisco L. Roman,Jr, DBA 
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+ Prof. Horacio M. Borromeo, Jr. 
+ Prof. Teodoro Ma. P. Dizon 

+ Prof, Maya B. Herrera 

+ Prof. Ning S. Lagman 
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All-Filipino hotel chain steps 
up to international market 


PHILIPPINE CHAIN LEGEND HOTELS INTER- 
national (LHI) Corp is stepping up the plate of 
‘Asian tourism and taking a swing at the global 
‘market with its first-time participation in the 
‘Asean Tourism Forum 2006 in Davao City. The 
14year old company says it is driven by its core 
strength as a super-value hotel chain and йз dis- 
tinctive identity as an al-Füpino owned and 
managed organization. 

“The products and services we offer are at a 
price the market does not usually expect. What 
they get is much more than what they paid for 
And in terms of service, we give them more than 
what is expected - а very Filipino trait. More than 
а hotel room, we give them an experience,” ex- 
plained LHI founder and chair Wyden King. 

He revealed that the company was working on 
several fronts to promote Legend properties and 
Philippine destinations. Talks are underway with 
various airlines, local tour operators and intema- 
tional wholesalers from Asia, Europe and US 
markets, LHI is also working on chartered fights 
from Korea, China, Taiwan and Hong Kong which 
are major contributors to inbound tourism traffic. 

“We are moving towards the market of experi- 
enced travelers who want to extend their buying 
capacity European travelers, for instance, will 
want to maximize a 21-day stay in Asia by mak- 
ing side trips to several destinations in the region. 
The Philippines should and will be among their 
choices," he added. “Legend is building the part- 
nerships now to develop that super-value experi- 
ence thats the trademark of our properties." 

LHI boasts of five properties with four brands 
in Metro Manila and Palawan, each catering to 
specific markers. Two of the properties are repre- 
sented at the Asean Tourism Forum: The Legend 


Villas is a 125-room sprawling hotel property that 
serves the corporate markets of Metro Manila's 
prime business and commercial districts of Orti- 
gas Center and Makati. It also attracts a steady 
stream of family groups and young week-enders 
who value the bilevel rooms that offer individual 
beds for as much as 6 to 8 guests per room. 
Jacuzzis in the premier rooms are also an added 
distinctive feature for business travelers seeking 
the comforts and leisure of genuine relaxation. 

‘The Legend Palawan in Puerto Princesa is the 
provincial capital's top address for business and 
leisure travelers with a convention center and ex- 
pansive rooms to cater to large corporate groups 
and big families. The hotel also provides an in- 
house tour service dubbed The Legend Palawan 
Experience (PaX), which offers tours of the city 
and outiying islands. This has become a highly 
aes bes шоны 

e. 

LHI also has The Mabuhay Manor, a hotel 
largely serving returning Filipino nationals as 
‘well аз foreign travelers needing value-for-money 
accommodations close to the airport and business 
establishments. Kabayan Hotel Pasay and 
Kabayan Hotel Cubao on the other hand, caters 
to skilled overseas Filipino workers and domestic 
business travelers These three properties are ho- 
tels of choice for their proximity to transport ter- 
minals, their efficient personalized service and 
high-quality food service, and most of ай, their 
convenient room features that welcome large 
families and group travelers. 

Asa super-value chain, King emphasized LHI's 
efforts to meet the needs ofits markets every step 
of the way and at the best cost. “We're very mar- 
Кес focused and product driven. We went out to 


challenge what they said could not be done, and 
have built our name on providing value and inno- 
vation," he said. 

The industry standard for multiple hotel room. 

occupancy for example, is at a maximum of four 
guests. Legend hotels have rooms that comfort- 
ably accommodate six guests or more with indi- 
vidual beds in almost 70 percent of the proper- 
ties. 
"We were also told that bilevel rooms just 
won't sell to the corporate market. The Legend 
Villas has certainly proven them wrong. Spacious, 
mult-occupant rooms are Legend innovations,” 
he said. 

The Legend Vilas offers Family Rooms, Villa 
Suites and Team Suites, units which enable large 
parties to stay together. Each occupant comfort- 
ably has his own individual bed in these rooms. 
The later two are bidevel units that have added 
amenities like living and dining areas, kitchen fa- 
lies, individual cosets and reading lamps. Vila 
Suites Premier even have а jacuzzi 

Aside from regular rooms, The Legend 
Palawan offers Family Suites with six double deck 
beds and kitchen facilities. With the addition of 
"The Legend Palawan Convention Center, the ho- 
tel isthe choice venue for the leisure and MICE 
market. 

‘Although Legend hotels vary architecturally, 
King said the warm and friendly Filipino service 
and the easy ambience of a Filipino home are 
standard features that are consistently main- 
tained in every property. 

“Legend provides an overall value experience 
geared towards what the market needs and ex- 
pects. We are proudly Filipino and are highly dif- 


TAGAYTAY HIGHLANDS, HSBC INK AGREEMENT 


‘Tagaytay Highlands recently signed 
an agreement with HSBC wherein 
Highlands" members (Tagaytay 
Highlands International Golf Club, 
The Country Club at Tagaytay High- 
lands and Tagaytay Midlands Golf 
Club) will get the following perks: for 
existing Mabuhay Miles Visa card- 
holders - upon enroliment in the Au- 
to-Charge arrangement, members 
can auto-charge all their monthly, 
dues and expenses for guaranteed 
free miles. This will make payment 
of club dues and expenses easier for 
members plus, they get the chance 
to fly via PAL for free. As an added 


bonus, auto charged dues and ex- 
penses will earn double the miles 
until March 2006. For new appli- 
cants, they will get all the above plus 
a 2-year waiver on annual fee, annu- 
al mileage fe for Mabuhay Miles 
Visa Classic Card (or tst year annual 
fee waiver for Mabuhay Miles Visa 
Gold) . Present during the signing 
were (from left): Claire Ann Yap, 
SVP and head of cards, HSBC; 
Warner Manning, CEO, HSBC; Willy 
Ocier, vice chair, Tagaytay High- 
lands; Jerry Tiu, president, Tagaytay 
Highlands and Nick Celdran, general 
manager, Tagaytay Highlands. 


BUDGET AND PARTNERS AT PRONTO! OPENING 


Budget Car & Truck 
Rental Philippines was 
honored to have as 
guests their business 
partners from Total 
and Japan PNB Leas- 
ing Corp at the recent 
opening of Pronto! Au- 
to Services. Pronto Au- 
to Services located at 
Km. 21 West Service 


Road in Cupang Muntinlupa is the 


newest one-stop-shop for all auto 
care needs. Automatically, ай the саг 
repairs and maintenance of corpo- 
rate clients of Budget Phils will be 
handled by Pronto! Photo shows 
(from left): engineer Andrew Bello of 
Total Phils Corp, exclusive supplier 


МОН OPENS NEW REHABILITATION DEPARTMENT 


Manila Doctors Hos- 

pital, Manila's only 

180 certified hospital 

recently inaugurated 

its new Rehabilitation 
Department. Patients 

needing Rehabilita- 

tion Medicine treat- 
ment now enjoy the 
spacious and func- 

tional treatment ar- 

eas - from physlatric 

evaluation to physi- 

cal therapy, occupa- 

tional therapy and speech thera- 
py. This new facility is atthe 
Ground level of the new Doña 
Salustiafla Medical Tower. Photo 
shows: Dr. Arnel Malaya, chair, 
Department of Rehabilitation 


Medicine, MOH; Julie Yap Daza, 
media personality; Angelita Jao, 
corporate secretary and assistant 
treasurer, MDH; Aniceto Sobrepe- 
ña, president, МОН; and Dr. Dante 
Morales, medical director, MDH. 


‘TOURISM PROFESSOR RECEIVES RECOGNITION 


Dr. Zenaida L. Cruz (center), author of 
tourism textbooks, a tourism professor 
of the Polytechnic University of the 
Philippines and founding president of 
the Tourism Educators of Schools, Col- 
leges and Universities, recently re- 


‘ceived the 2005 Gawad Bagong Bayani 
ng Lahing Kayumangg! given by the 
Media Writers Association of the 
Philippines at the Bayview Park Hotel 
recently. Presenting the award Is Dr. 
John Fiorentine Teruel (2nd from right). 


Fight asset foreclosures 


IT'S UNIMAGINABLE THAT 
you're left with nothing when 
you default in your payments 
for a small amount of money 
that you borrowed. More often 
than not, everything else that 
you've mortgaged is taken away 
from you and all your assets are 
wiped out. This is a very real 
scenario that happens to many 
individuals and companies that 
don't know how to defend 
themselves from abusive credi- 
tors. 

Asset foreclosures are finan- 
cially crippling to businesses 
and emotionally draining for 
families who stand to lose their 
livelihood, their homes and oth- 
ег forms of property. It can de- 
stroy a well-running business, 
leave stakeholders dislocated, 
and families homeless. This 
should not happen, 

Good lenders give defaulting 
borrowers a chance to restruc- 
ture their loans. The bad and 
abusive ones simply foreclose 
оп assets and properties with- 
out any consideration. 

It is for these reasons that we 
need to learn how to fight un- 
just asset foreclosures. Learn 
how to employ the right legal 
defenses and attacks against 


these through the seminar, “De- 
fensive and Offensive Strate- 
gies Against Asset Foreclo- 
sures.” 

The Center for Global Best 
Practices (telephone 842-7148 
or 59) is organizing this pio- 
neering 1-day event to be held 
оп Feb. 10, at the Peninsula Ho- 
tel, Makati City. The lecture will 
teach and update participants 
on — everything-you-need-to- 
know about the best legal tech- 
niques to prevent and fight as- 
set foreclosures. 

The seminar features lawyer 
Jim V Lopez, author of the book 
оп the asset protection law, and 
lawyer Arturo de Castro, who is 
known as the “foreclosure 
buster” They will both share 
their expertise by teaching par- 
ticipants effective strategies 
against asset foreclosures. Tools 
and techniques, updates and re- 
cent Supreme Court decisions 
are highlights of the discussion. 

The seminar is a must for 
those in business, whether one 
is about to borrow money or is 
seeking effective remedies 
against asset foreclosure. What 
you will get out of this seminar 
will save you a bundle in legal 
costs now and in the future, 


oduct Fies 


Breeze through the new 
NLEX with EC Tag 


AS IF TRAVELING AT 

the new North Luzon 

Expressway (NLEX) 

Isn't already conve- 

nient enough, now, 

you are given the op- 

tion to have it easier - 

much easier with the 

EC Tag transponder. 

The EC Tag is a smail, 

communication device 

you can mount on the windshield of your Class 1 
vehicle enabling you to pay your toll electronical- 
у atany toli plaza in the NLEX. With the EC Tag, 
toll payment is made quicker, more convenient, 
hassle-free and yes, cashless. Itis prepaid, so 
you no longer have to rummage through your. 
bag or pocket for coins every time you have to 
pay for tol. Plus, you can be sure that you are 
paying the exact - and correct - amount every 
time you ext. That means, no more queuing 
through the oll lane, no more waiting for 
change, no more hassle. What's more, the EC 
тар gives you access to an exclusive and dedi- 
cated lane at every tol plaza in the NLEX, making 
your trip such a breeze. Best of al, the EC Tag is 
now being offered for a discounted price of only 
P1,500, plus an initial activation load of P 500. 
Thats way down from the original price of P 
2,200 on top of the initial activation cost. You 
‘can avail of the EC Tag at the NLE Customer Ser- 
vice Centers In Balintawak, Valenzuela, Bocaue, 
San Fernando and Tabang, Car World Pampan- 
фа, Ford Pampanga, Chevrolet Pampanga, Tire 
City Inc Pampanga and at SM Май branches in 
North Edsa, Fairview, Marilao and San Fernando. 
But you have to hurry. Promo В good until April 
9 only. For other details, сай NLEX Customer 
Hotline at 580-8910 or visit wwv.nle com.ph. 


Another year for Sarah 


and Charmee 


AS THE CHINESE 

New Year marches 

this 2006, Sarah 

Geronimo will be as 

hardworking as ever 

to keep up with the 

demands of her ca- 

reer. Her schedule 

will even be busier and with her active 
lifestyle, Charmee continues to provide her 
with the right Kind of Feminine protection that 
she needs to face her everyday challenges. То 
keep Sarah Geronimo even more protected, 
Charmee's Feminine pads for All Types of 
Flow with Wings keeps her on the go. 
Charme All Flow is longer than most maxi 
pads in the market for better protection. It has 
Anti-Leak Control Channels that allow even 
fluid distribution across the pad. It aiso has а 
Soft and Comfortable Cover leaving the skin 
feeling fresh and ‘irritation-free’. Most of all, 
Charmee's unique Wetness Protection Sys- 
tem locks in fluid as gel inside the pad leaving 
you worry-free ай throughout the day. 
Charmee All Flow Feminine pads are individu- 
ally-wrapped so you can just bring It with you 
anywhere conveniently. Best of ай, itis so af- 
fordable at P2.25 per pad. Also available are 
Charmee Unscented Pantyliners for only 8.50 
for pack of 8s and the new Charmee Feminine 
Wipes for only P21.50. 


ferentiated that way." he said. 


of lubricants for both Budget Car & 


Services; Etsuo Okumura, pres 

of Japan PNB Leasing Corp; Isagani 
G. Buenaflor, president of Diamond 
16В the company behind Budget 
and Prontol; and Dalsaku Shishido, 
vice president of Japan PNB Leasing 
Corp provider of Budget Financing 
and Credit Facility for Auto Loans. 


TAGUDIN EVERLASTING MEMORIAL GARDENS LAUNCHED 


Anew and fully licensed memorial park named 
тари Everlasting Memorial Gardens was launched 
recently at Brgy. Bimmanga, Tagudin locos Sur. 
Highly accessible and acknowledge for its complete 
‘amenities, and the development quality befitting а 
moder memorial park, the 1.8-hectares Tagudin Ev- 
erasting Memorial Gardens is lauded a major. 
progress milestone for the Town. Present during the. 
launching rites were Tagudin Mayor Roque Verzosa 
Jr (4th from right), Vice Mayor Peter Manzano (cen- 


MCS HS ‘56 golden year 

THE MALATE CATHOLIC SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOL. 
Class 1958 is celebrating its golden jubilee this 
year. They wil be the special honorees of the 
‘school's general homecoming on Saturday, Feb. 
11. Alumni from US and Canada will grace the at- 
fair that wil begin with a mass at 3 p.m. Special en- 
tertainers wil perform, followed by a buttet dinner 
starting at 6 p.m. АП golden jubarians are invited 
to contact Ramona Eribal de Ocampo (888-2272), 
Remedios Ortiz Bicomong (527-1746), Jose igna- 
cio (806-6917) and Bert Robles (827-8353). 


CCP's 52nd Foundation Day 
THE CENTRAL COLLEGES OF THE PHILIPPINES. 
(CCP) enters a new milestone as they celebrate thelr 
‘52nd Foundation Day on Feb. 9 to 12. Highlighting 
CCP' celebration are the "Mr and Ms. CCP Campus 
Personality Pageant" on Feb. 10 and "MYX in 2006: 
Bands Showdown” on Feb. 11. Al campus events wil 
‘be open to the general public. Visit the Central Col- 
leges of the Philippines at 52 Aurora Boulevard, О.С. 
You can also contact their otine at 715-5170, or log 
‘on to www.ccp.edu.ph for more inquiries and details. 


SJS Nueva Ecija 60th year 

ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL OF SAN JOSE CITY, NUEVA 
Ecija wil celebrate its 60th Foundation Day on 
Feb. 16,17, and 18. Grand Alumni Homecoming 
from Batch 1946 to 2005 will be on Feb. 18, mass 
307 a.m. Motorcade to follow. For High School 
Batch 1963 contact Citas Velasquez-Ramos 
0917-5411105; Susie Azarcon 0918-9211013. 


Camp Creatives 

CAMP CREATIVES IS A WORKSHOP AIMED FOR 
up-and-coming advertising practitioners and stu- 
dents. There wil be separate sessions for adver- 
"ising people and the academe. The two-day 
workshop for young creatives was held on Jan. 
28 and 24 while that for students wil ака place 
on Feb. 10 and 11. Venue wil be atthe Luzon 
Room ofthe Hyatt Regency Manila. The culminat- 
Ing activity of the workshop for the young cre- 
ative professionals wil be a competition. Winners 
Wil represent the Philippines In tha Young Cre- 
alives contests sponsored by the Asian Adlest 
and the Cannes Lions Adest. For inquiries and 
reservations, call Vanne Tomada at 893-1205. 


ter), SB Member Eliza Bunoan, engineer Onofre 
Emerito Bayuga, chairperson Alicia Lorena and 
landowners lawyer Virgilio Lagunilla and Lolita. 
Sarhan. The Tagudin Everlasting Memorial Park is 
the successful development project of Hard Rock 
Property Ventures Inc, a real estate development 
‘company owned by a group of respected profession- 
als and businessmen, headed by: Ricardo Ponciano, 
Dennis Booth, Dencio Bargas, Francisco Mendoza, 
Daniel Maningas and Carlos Soriano. 


UPH раќа 


30th year 

THE UNIVERSITY OF PER- 

petu Help Data in Las Pifas 

Tity is celebrating ts 30th Founda- 

tion Anniversary from Feb. 6 to 11, 

win sustained activites until March this year canying 
the theme "30 years of Perpetualite Service as 
Helpers of God (1975-2005)". A major activity during 
the week is a research seminar open to all faculty 
from various universities in the country. The Re- 
‘search National Seminar-Workshop оп Strengthening 
the Research Skilis and Instructional Leadership of 
Criminology Engineering and Maritime Educators in 
the Philippines Towards Buliding Global Competitive- 
ness (sponsored by R&DC and REDTI) will be held 
on Feb. 9to 11, back to back with the UPHD Re- 
search Competition 2006. Cultural presentations will 
be held on Feb. 23 to 24. Other activities are aiso lined 
up for this much anticipated event. A Grand Alumni 
Homecoming will culminate the festivities on Feb. 25. 


Health and hygiene confab 
‘THE TWO-DAY 2ND INTERNATIONAL HEALTH 
and Hygiene Symposium at the Manila Peninsula 
Hotel in Makati ity wil kick-off on Feb. 9 at 9 
a.m. With the theme "Better Health and Hygiene: 
Today's Challenges, Tomorrow's Hopes”, the 
symposium is geared at determining the best 
Possible development interventions to reduce the 
Global heath risks from unhygienic practices. Itis 
hosted by Safeguard, which marks its 40th year 
of promoting health and hygiene. 


Hyundai has arrived 

WHAT USED TO BE A STRUGGLING COMPANY OUT 
of South Korea is now the seventh-largest carmaker 
in the world with 33 milion vehicles produced last 
year Hyundai is among the fastest-growing and most 
trusted automotive frms-enjoymg a 360-percent 
sales improvement in the US and placing an impres- 
Sive third among nonuxury brands in the 2005 Ini- 
tial бау Study of J.D. Power and Associates. Per- 
haps the latest crowning glory of the overachieving 
carmakers numerous teats Б the opening of ls first- 
‘ever manufacturing plant in the United States. The 
$1-1-btion Alabama acit is Hyundols ultimate tour 
делот а huge banner announcing to the work hat 
it has arrived and it is here not just to stay but to lead. 
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OBITUARIES 


Our Dearly Beloved | 


TT | 
ERITAGE PARK | || EDUARDO SUNICO DIMAANO 
| 


FORT BONIFACIO 


He joined our Creator on the 3rd of February, 2006 at the age of 65. | 
His loving wife CAROL: children WILLY & OPHINE, ANNA & ERWIN RAMOS, MALOU, TINA & ALEC CANCIO, 
RODEL & IRENE (+) and LALA; grandchildren GELIQUE, GINO, JANICE, ALYSSA, JOSHUA, GERARD, TRISHA, 
ELLA & JOHN; sisters ANGIE & NORA; brothers DAN, DANTE, and ROLLY other relatives and friends request | 
the pious readers to pray for the oternal repose of his soul | 


Let our Funeral Home & Crematory ease your burden 


‘Elegant & Spacious Chapels «US-made Caskets *Catered Meals 
*Flowers by Holland Blooms «Imported Registry Books & 
Thank You Cards «Personalized Guest Information Cards 
*Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse *Obituary Ads 
Funeral Mass will be on Friday, 


845-2440 • 845-2334 to 38 | cathedral, Fairview. Cremation wil be at 11:30 aim. 


| Cathedral Osswary Garden. 


His remains lie in state at Solace |, Arlington Memorial Chapels, Araneta Ave., Quezon City. | 
Necrological Services will be on Thursday, February 9, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. at the Ascension Chapel, Good 
| ‘Shepherd Cathedral, Fairview. 


February 10, 2006 at 8:00 a.m. at the Good Shepherd 
Interment follows at the Good Shepherd 


( «,,,absent from the body to be present | 
with the Lord” 2 Corinthians 58 


Engr. Jose N. 


Atty. Artemio Yap David 
Go, Jr. 


he City of San *- ——==4о, Pampanga 
cm dunt Rex, Msgr. MICHAEL ALEXANDER E, BALARIA 
Passed away in the Grace of our Lord Pastor ofthe Mother of Perpetual Help Parish 
‘on February 5, 2006 at the age of 87. af the Dioosse of Cabanstuan кош, prana Lord 
and his wife Оейо/оту 


ровсошу ютей ош Lord 
оп February 3, 2006 


at ina aga of 50. February 5, 2006 at theageof 5%. 


Cruz David (+); 
Edgar Joseph, 

na Patricia; 

-law Anna Christina; 


His bereaved wife Ni 


His children Derick & Vanessa Broas, 
Nelson & Nicole Tamondong, 
ianela Go & Ryan Joseph Go; grandchildren 


ts romains now (о in sat at he Моо о Perptua Нар Parisi Church 
(Demoanay in Cabanatuan City, interment wii ve отогон. moming, 
ruay В altor tne б AM Funarai Mast at the Crypt of tne New Cathodra in 
Lakewood City, Cabanatuan City. 


son-in-law Caesar Cororaton, бац 
grandchildren Anna, Claire, & Agnes; 
brothers & sister; nieces & nephews; other relatives & friends, 


M 


request the pious renders to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His body lies in state at The Good Shepherd Memorial Chapel, 
City of San Fernando, Pampanga. 


2006, 


Interment will be on Saturday, February 1 
at 9:00 A.M. 


ty, 
ба 


Tho Bishop, Clorgy and Faithtul of Cabanatuan, and his mother, Norma, his 
olor: and sistere Avolino, Ciaohido, Faine, Fordinand, Renato and Not. 
ni raves, a, ралото nd pious readers Io pray rd 
‘ternal repose o s вош 


Requiescat in pace! 


n leu of ower, попав may sand donations to iho, 
Msgr. Michael E. Balana Seholarsp Fund tough the Parish Осо 


Alexiss and Joey; brothers 
and sisters, request the pious readers to pray 
for the cternal repose of his soul. 

His remains lie in state at Premier 1, Loyola 
Memorial Chapels, Guadalupe, Makati City. 
Interment will be on Saturday, 
February 11, 2006 at the Loyola 
Memorial Park — Рагайадие City after 
the 11:00 a.m. mass at the Loyola Memorial 

Chapels, Guadalupe, Makati City 


Food exports 
reach $1.07B 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


FOOD EXPORTS REACHED ABOUT 
$1.07 billion from January to November 
2005, a slight 5.9-percent rise from 
about $1 billion recorded in the same pe- 
riod in 2004, said the Department of 
Trade and Industry. 

"To sustain the growth, Trade Under- 
secretary Thomas G. Aquino said local 
food exporters needed to comply with 
new labeling requirements, which pro- 
vide that product labels must indicate. 
trans fat and allergen contents before 
these could be sold in the United States 
market. 

Starting Jan. 1, the US Food and Drug 
Administration implemented the Food 
Allergen Labeling Consumer Protection 
‘Act as part of efforts to encourage 
healthy eating habits. 

"The law requires the identification in 
plain English, rather than by technical 

| names, of the presence of any of the eight 
major food allergens on food labels. 

However, Aquino said exporters could 
still send their shipments to the US, pro- 
vided they use stickers that indicate the 
necessary details to supplement the old 
food labels. 

The eight major food allergens that 
should be identified in the labels are milk; 
egg; fish like bass, founder, and cod; cru 
taceans like crabs, lobster, and shrimps;, 
tree nuts like almonds, pecans, and wal- 
nuts; wheat; peanuts; and soybeans. 

“We do not want our food exporters to 
be caught off guard, having no idea why 
their shipments are being embargoed," 
Aquino said. 
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ISINESS 
Peso hits over 3-yr high 


Confidence boosts currency 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PESO CONTINUED ITS RALLY AGAINST 
the US dollar yesterday and closed at 51.605, 
its strongest finish since August 2002. 

Currency dealers said the currency 
strengthened on robust stock market inflows 
and upbeat sentiment on the government's 
fiscal reforms. 

The peso gained over 2.3 percent over the 
last two weeks. 

Marcelo Ayes, chief foreign exchange deal- 
er at Equitable PCI Bank, predicted that the 
peso would continue its ascent and even 
break into the 49-50 level to the greenback 
later this year, if the government's cash bud- 
get position remained on track. 

The сштепсу rally this year has been fu- 


eled largely by improvements in reining in the 
fiscal deficit. 

Expectations that this month's increase in 
the sales tax will fetch the government higher 
revenues, and raise the chances for an up- 
grade in the country's rating, have also 
buoyed the currency. 

‘The peso opened yesterday at 51.80, hit a 
high of 51.71 in morning trade and further 
gained ground in the afternoon, even as the 
Us dollar firmed up against major global cur- 
rencies like the Japanese yen, euro, British 
pound and Swiss franc. 

‘The local currency gained 30.5 centavos 
from Fridays finish of 5191 to the green- 
back. 

Some $635.5 million changed hands at the. 
Philippine Dealing System. 


Pilmico to invest P150M more 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


PILMICO FOODS CORP, A SUBSIDIARY OF 
the Aboitiz Equity Ventures Inc., plans to in- 
vest at least Р150 million this year in the ex- 
pansion of its sow breeder production line. 

This is in anticipation of a slight growth 
in sales this year, which will require the ex- 
pansion of Pilmico's swine breeding opera- 
tions in barangays Aranguren and Cut-Cut 
in Capas, Tarlac, Fil-Am Foods president An. 
tonio Moraza said in an interview with the 
Tyguinen. 

“We spent about P300 million over the last. 
three years and will probably spend another 
P150 million this year for some expansion 
and facility upgrading,” Moraza said. 

Moraza said the additional investment 
should make its facilities more cost efficient, 
given the high cost of feeds. 

‘The Aboitiz Group, through Pilmico Foods 
Corp, now owns 100 percent of Fil-Am 


Foods, after acquiring the shares of American 
partners, PM Nutrition Co. Inc. and Tyson 
Foods Inc. in 2003. 

Fil-Am Foods’ feeds manufacturing plant in 
Capas, Tarlac and їп Шап City are fully auto- 
mated and thus, could produce better quality 
feeds at low operating costs, Moraza ex- 
plained. 

‘After only six years in the Philippine feeds 
market, PMI Nutrition—the brand name car- 
ried by Fil-Am Foods products—has been rec- 
ognized by both commercial and backyard 
animal raisers in the country. 

The company is more aggressive in corner- 
inga niche ín the hog sector. 

"The company competes with San Miguel 
Foods Corp.'s BMEG Feeds and Cargill Philip- 
pines Inc.'s Purina Feeds. 

According to the 2004 annual report of the 
AEV Group, Pilmico posted a 109-percent in- 
crease in income contribution to AEV, equiva- 
lent to P361 million in profits. 


How to be a better investor П 


IF YOU FOLLOWED THE ADVICE 
contained in the first two articles, 
you should have improved your 
performance without VIAGRA. 
Here are few more tips to help 
you on your way. 


Long term investment myth 

"This applies not only to the 
stock market but also to virtually 
everything that moves in cycles. 

Using a chart breakout in 
1980, 1 bought gold at $425 an 
ounce and sold it 17 days later at 
$800. If you had bought gold 
then, you would have watched it 
fall 70 percent over a period of 20 
years before it recovered. Even 
now, 25 years later, it is still down 
$230, so timing is critical. 


Take a look at the Phisix. 

Back on Jan. 9, 1997, it was 
3,420, and it is still 1,300 points 
lower nine years later. During that 
period, the Phisix has been 
changed four times, and this year, 
five poor-performing stocks were 
removed and replaced by five larg- 
er and better quality companies. 

Yet, it is still down about 37 
percent. And this does not take 
into account 9 years of inflation. 

Ifyou calculate itin dollar terms, 
the results are truly terrifying. 
MERB, a leading index stock, stood 
at P157 or $6 a share, at the rate of 
exchange then prevailing. The cur- 
rent price of P20.25 at today's dol- 
Jar rate is about 38 centavos. 


Take a look at the Nikkei. 
Back in 1990, the index 


reached 39; 
from a long 
is 16,700 0 


‘Or look a 
the US tech 
year 2,000. 


ers fell up 
bubble burst 


and that is 


This does 


mor factory 


fidence in 
waned. One 


Mr. BEARBULL _ 


Ron Nalban 


it was down to 8,000. Now that 
Japan appears to be recovering 


percent from 15 years ago. 


price/earnings ratios of 250 or 
more. Some of these stocks be- 
came worthless while many oth- 


No, long-term investing is not 
the answer. As the great economist 
Keynes said, "In the long-term, we 
are all dead.” Timing is everything, 


technical analysis. 
Do not overtrade 
did nine years ago when tumover 


was four times higher than it is 
now. In those days, the virtual ru- 


me that she had paid P104 оп the 
advice of her stockbroker and the 
stock had fallen to 70 centavos. 
She asked if she would ever see 
her money back and I replied 
somewhat unkindly, “Only if you 
believe in reincarnation. 
market is now more transparent 
and I am pleased to see that the 
PSE is now organizing seminars 
to woo back the small investor. 
Trading costs are very high. 
‘Two commissions plus VAT, sales 
tax, and the spread adds up to 
around 3 percent. On such odds, 
casinos become immensely rich 
зо if you have those odds stacked 
against you, you will not make 
money trading everyday, unless 


500. Not so long ago, 


recession, the Nikkei 
vut it is still down 57 
i the crazy prices that 
stocks reached in the 
They were selling on 


youarea genius. 


to 95 percent as the 
t 


why you MUST learn 


‘not apply as much as it 


in Binondo was selling ous rule. 


BW to its gullible clients. 

‘The same people are now sell- 
ing memorial plots to their for- 
mer sick and depressed clients. 
After the BW debacle, public con- 


the stock market 


e poor lady emailed profit. But 
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2527 for Globe or 0917-8902327 for non-Globe users, 


О (Spans Resse Sst teen а depost: P258.90 


P3,000. 


Тат not, so 1 have trained my- 
self tobe patient and stay out ofthe 
market for days, weeks, even 
months. Patience is a virtue, which 
you must cultivate. When the trend 
is down, do what the hedgehog 
does and go into hibernation. 


Do not trade on tips 

In England, we have a saying 
“Where there's а tip, there is tap." 
In American, that is a faucet but it 
doesnt sound right so 1 wont 
faucet upon you. Anyway, this is 
pretty well covered by the previ- 


Buy low priced shares 
This does not mean that you 
should rush to buy low-priced 
third liners, which do not have 
any assets and have never made a 
Occasionally you 
might hit the jackpot and we have 
seen the price of WEB triple in 


‘This could not possibly happen 
to а heavyweight such as TEL. 
Look for shares in the P1 to PS 
range as they are more-volatile 
but remember that volatility is a 


Learn technical analysis 

Sadly, there are no courses in 
this country to teach it and J am 
much too old and feeble to con- 
sider it. There is a Society of Tech- 
nical Analysts, but it has been 
dormant for years. Stil, there are 
various things you can do. 

‘You can buy books on the sub- 
ject at good bookstore, but they 
‘are imported and cost around 


‘The best author is John Mur- 
phy because he writes so simply 
so that beginners can understand 
it. Martin Pring writes 
complex manner suitable only for 
those with advanced knowledge 


ofthe subject. 

You can subscribe to PINOYFI- 
NANCE (formerly TECHNIS- 
TOCK) for P800 a month and you 
will get on-line quotes in the 
morning, charts with 4 indicators 
and access to lots of fundamental 
data. You can obtain some of this 
free from YEHEY FINANCE.com. 
You can also get an introduction 
to technical analysis plus weekly 
charts from tsupitero.com and 
they also sell second hand books. 

T have a technical analysis 
newsletter but itis at the top end 
of the market. It is not free, it is 
designed for traders with at least. 
500,000 and they must under- 
stand terms such аз price/earn- 
ings ratios and stock dividends. 
Subscriptions are kept down to a 
manageable two-digit figure so 
that it remains personal. 

Occasionally slots become 
available. 

Then there is the Internet, 
which has a vast amount of infor- 
mation, but you need to search 
accurately Typing in technical 
analysis will probably result in 
millions of sites so be specific. 1 
remember inserting Point and 
Figure into the search engine, in- 
stead of Point and Figure charts. 
The computer provided me with 
numerous articles on charts and 
an equal number on women with 
beautiful pointed figures. 

If you have a computer, buy 
METSTOCK. The latest version is 
$299, but you can pickup older 
versions far, far cheaper. It is 
purely for technical analysis and 
gives about 100 indicators, which 
you can adjust for the Philippine 
markets. This means changing 
the defaults because our market 
is much smaller and exhibits dif- 
ferent characteristics. The prob- 
lem is getting the data that is pro- 
vided at 12:30 p.m. by the PSE. 
You need the help of your broker. 

Ifyou do not have a computer, 
you сап make your own Point and 
Figure charts but first, you must 
gather the data from a public 
brary or the research department 
of the PSE. This is very tedious 
butyou only have to do it once. 

The total cost of a math book 
and a pencil is P50. Once you 
have plotted the data, you can 
cover the Phisix in 10 minutes a 
day and it is very easy to analyze. 
1 have been using this system 
since 1970 in the London stock 
market and strongly recommend 
itto students. 

Thope that this series of three 
articles will prove useful to read- 
ers. mrbearbull@hotmail.com 
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Spirituality affects physical health 


т WORLD'S BEST "Fear metabolizes the bodily ate mighthavea higher risk of dy- 


doctor and healer is none acids that can lower the immune ing early due to cardiovascular 


aoe a er pa ul depend Your new home is 


son possesses an innate healing 1 stant stress will take its tollonthe In her book, Andy lists some Ж 
force. Good health is our natural body while living a clean and “exercises” to improve your “spit- l h k 
Ксы n carn mene cae aee ewo | closer than you think. 
good health and to enjoy life to. унду cesses work smoothly, helping it “Find time to think about all 
the full lies within us. “More ef- heal оп its own.” the things you have to be grateful ROC K- B M R ATES! 
fective than any pill or scientific Andy points out that self-cen- for in life. Being grateful to God ° 
advancement is the understand- working perfectly, the others аге teredness and egoism can lead to for what you have, instead of 
ing of the power of knowledge, affected. In addition, you, as a daily stress and constant state of worrying about what you lack, 
farh, love and action. Holistic whole person, are in constantin- “fight or flight” because of the ob- enables you to let go of negative 
Health care means taking full re- teraction with your environ- session to protect one's selfish in- thoughts and attitudes. 
sponsibility of your whole being.” ment. Which is why one canhave terests "People who pray report a 
These lines are from the first a migraine or an upset stomach She says, "What usually dis. greater sense of well-being than 10.25% Р 9,817 
chapter of “A Gift of Health” by due to anxiety over a job inter- rupts our ‘feel-good? stare is dis- those who do not. Choose the chewed Д 
Mariandy A. Fricke. I spent а мем” cord among family members, form of prayer that you feel com- 11.009. P10,322 
lovely afternoon with hera few Мапу people have written friends or colleagues. Conflict fortable with then establish a ыыы Д 
weeks ago chatting about the about the importance of exercise, brings chaos and loads of nega- schedule for daily prayer. If you 11.25% P10,493 
principles that have guided her nutrition (‘chemical is her term tive feelings that may have psy- are a Christian, pray the ‘Our Fe- Е i 
Work in the field of holistic well- for nutrition) and stress mánage- chosomatic manifestations.” ther the moment you wake up. 11.50% P10,665 
ness for more than 12 years. menttophysicalhealth.ButAndy с... Saying this prayer dislodges neg- S А 
Her book, launched recently, is also talks about how spirituality Scientific proof ative feelings because your mind 
omon af her holistic (or lack of iO can affect your Preliminary scientific research is focused on a powerful source | = fates apply erly fr ny loop sists wter pape aciem 
health studies and practices that health. has validated Andy's belief that and not juston your problems. construction or refinancing Rates are subject ta change without prior notice 
go way back to 1994 when she She explains, “Being spiritually physical health is affected by spir- “Another practice that radiates 
Opened  Andyways Holistic healthy means being intimately itual health. According to the energy is blessing people—even B 
Health Center in BF Homes, connected with your spouse, Harvard Women's Health Watch, those you do not know. When you Call 845-8772 or text PSBANK HOME AD «your name» «your landline поз.» 
Parafiaque. partner, family friends, and com- mentally nursing a grudge makes meet someone who looks down- Sas eui wae en end te PL аннады анына е 
‘Since then she has gotten а munity—a connection that gives your muscles tense and your cast, just say silently, 1 bless you 2 i 
wie pret im Education you innate joy and satisfaction. bloodpressurerise.Meamwhile, for the goodness of Сой that is 
Guidance and Counseling and ‘Through a harmonious relation- study found that people who for- working with you and in you.’ 
taken further studiesin Social Ed- ship with people in your life, you gave those who betrayed them Your blessing will help his day 
ucation and Holistic Health Con- learn to give and receive uncon- experienced improvements іп andlighten his load.” 
sultancy. ditional love." blood pressure and heart rate and 
T decreased workload for the te: "A Gift of Health" is avail- 
Law of nature Guilt is unhealthy heart. able at National Bookstore and 
She defines holistichealth asa And philandering husbands, Another study suggests that Powerbooks Call 8070402. E-mail 
law of nature, the whole is made be careful. Your extracurricular people with vengeful personali- mariandyf55@yahoo.com. 
Wo of interdependent parts. She activities could be the source of tiesand a chronic desire toretali- — Visitwwwtinajuanfiunessinfo 
writes, “The earth is made up of your health problems. Andy 
different systems like air, land, writes, “A mind filled with guilt, 
‘water, plants and animals. In or- fear or negative feelings is dis- 
der to sustain life, these cannot turbed and can affect all the phys- 
be separated because what hap- iological and biological processes 
pens to one system has an effect of the body. 
on the rest. "For example, а married man 
"Similarly an individual is a engaged in an illicit affair learns 
whole made up of interdepen- to hide things from his wife and 
dent parts: physical, mental + family. The fear of being caught 
emotional = spirituality, and haunts him and brings about neg- 
chemical. When one part is not ative stress on the body. 


EXERCISE OF THE WEEK 
Balanced 
hamstring curl 


[oU | 
exten | 


**For every loan amount of P1,000,000 with а 20-year loan term, 


STRENGTHENS THE inline with your spine. Do пос 
buttocks, back of the EN the head to hang down 
1 i or the neck to arch up. 

RM MU 
Her (rear celtics), isum nd eg (example: 

: - right arm and left leg). Hold 
The abdominal and the arm and leg at hip level. 
lower back muscles are Bend your knee and elbow. 
also strengthened аз Straighten again. 


ili i 5 ` 6. Repeat the bending and 
stabilizers. This is also a puero 19 кюе before. 
good exercise for bal- switching to the other side. 
ance. ‘This makes one set. 

Equipment: Performance tips: 

Exercise mat 1. Make sure both shoulders 

Exercise technique: and hips are facing the floor 

1, Kneel on hands and throughout the exercise. Avoid 
knees. leaning to one side. 

2. Knees should be directly 2. Imagine a stick balanced 
under hips, and arms direetly along your spine—do not let it 
under shoulder joint. Keep fall. 
your legs slightly apart for bal- 3. Keep squeezing your but- 
ance. tocks to keep your leg held at 

3. Keep your abdominal and hip level. 
lower back muscles tight — Repetitions: 
throughout the exercise, Do one set of 12 repetitions | Wf AY 3 ум " f 

4. Your head should be kept on each side. SHANGRI-LA PLAZA * GATEWAY «ALABANG TOWN d ALLY SM. * RQBINSONS PLACEAMANILA 


AYALA CENTER CEBU + Hysh Puppies soon te dpen at 5! (ја and SM Megamali/Wwwhuphpuppies.com.nh | 
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OVER THE PAST 15 YEARS, A NUMBER 
of women have come to me for advice on 
all sorts of problems. 

However, I observed that no matter 
what their educational attainment or so- 
cial status was, they had only three main 
concerns. The first was relationships; the 
second, relationships; and the third, ге- 
Jationships! Other problems paled in 
comparison to these three, 

‘Although it may be true that, under 
Philippine laws, Filipino women are ac- 
corded the same rights and opportunities 
as men, unlike those in some Asian coun- 
tries, they privately suffer deep-seated 
emotional pain because of the machismo 
mentality and double standard of moral- 
ity of the average Filipino man. 


Double standard 

A brilliant German atomic energy sci- 
entist who had worked as consultant in 
the Philippines told me, “I have ob- 
served that, in your country, the women 
are not given much freedom to relate 
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Filipino women’s hidden pain 


with other individuals, especially with 
the opposite sex, after they are married, 
yet this is riot the case with your men. 
They can go out with whomever they 
want.” 

Patricia (not her real name) was an at- 
tractive and highly intelligent 35-year- 
‘old manager of a large financial organi- 
zation in Metro Manila. She had two 
lovely daughters. Ever since she got 
married 10 years ago, she had never 
gone out, even in a group, with other 
people except with close relations. 

Her businessman husband was so pos- 
sessive and jealous he would not even 
let her stay out of the house after 6 p.m. 
She was expected to be at home to at- 
tend to her family after office hours. If 
she came home later than 6 p.m. she had 
to account for her whereabouts, other- 
wise there would be a big discussion 
with her husband, which she would 
rather avoid. 

Throughout her married life, Pat had 
accepted this state of affairs without com- 
plaint. She did whatever her husband 
wanted her to do without question. Al- 


————— 
; INNER 3 
AWARENESS 


фт 
Jaime Т. Licauco ҮЗ | 


though she appeared to others to bea hap- 
pily married woman, she was suffering 
silently though she would not admit this 
to herself. She was constantly in denial. 


Silent rebellion 

Without her realizing it, Pat’s physical 
body was silently rebelling against this 
unhealthy and neurotic relationship. For 
one thing, she never enjoyed sex with 
her husband. She did it only out of a 
sense of marital duty. She never experi- 
enced orgasm like normal women. She 
was a virgin when she got married and 
had never had any sexual experience 
with another man beyond kissing. 

Although her body ached for that ulti- 
mate feminine pleasure, her mind had 


learned to suppress it. Soon she devel- 
oped “endometriosis,” a painful ailment 
where uterine tissues, for yet unknown 


) reasons, escaped from the uterus and 


landed їп other areas, such as the 
ovaries and elsewhere. 

But there was one area in Раб body 
that neither her husband nor society 
could control—her imagination! And this 
was where Pat expressed her real and nat- 
ural feminine self. When we had become 
close friends, I asked Pat what her wildest 
sexual fantasies were. What she described 
to me, between giggles, would make 
Xaviera Hollander, Linda Lovelace and 
Margie Holmes look like convent nuns! 


Not so free 

The case of Patricia may be a bit ex- 
treme, given the more liberal social cli- 
mate we now have in modern-day Philip- 
pines, but it is not really far from the ex- 
perience of most Filipino women. They 
are still not so free to socialize with 
whomever they want, especially the op- 
posite sex. Society always assumes some- 
thing immoral is going on if they do that 
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This is quite a contrast to what I wit- 
nessed in Europe, which made me real- 
ize the pathological or neurotic nature 
of most marital relationships we have in 
this country. Let me relate this incredible 
story from the beginning. 

In 1979, I met in Manila a 45-year-old 
German nuclear scientist whom we shall 
call Rudolf, and his beautiful 35-year- 
old French partner named Michelle, 
who had an 8-year-old son by a previous 
marriage. They lived in Grenoble, South 
of France. Rudolf sought me out because 
he had read a pamphlet I had written 
about Philippine healers. Michelle had a 
cyst in the breast that she didn’t want to 
be operated on through conventional 
means. l introduced them to several psy- 
chic healers, but her treatment was пог 
completed because Rudolf had to go 
back to France. 


Note: Pampanga residents interested in 
“Soulmates, Karma and Reincarnation” 
seminar to be held Feb. 11 at Mimosa, 
Clarkfield, Angeles City, contact Riza Lim 
at 0917-8436043. 


simultaneously Feb. 


‘Square, Davao. 


ALTERNATE ROUTES: 


‘Turn LEFT on BURGOS Street 
‘Turn LEFT on T.M. KALAW Street 
Turn LEFT on U.N. Avenue 

Turn LEFT on PEDRO GIL Street 


ON FEB. 11, the northbound lane of Roxas Boulevard will be closed at 
9 a.m., while the southbound lane will be closed by 5 p.m. 


CloseUp brand manager Anna 
Fernandez said they expected this 
years Lovapalooza to be grander, 
more romantic, and more exciting. 

То ensure the safety and com- 
fort of participants, CloseUp is 
doubling its security task force, 
adding to some 2,000 personnel 
from the Philippine National Police 
and the City of Manila with the 


Traffic rerouted 
for annual love fest 


CLOSEUP LOVAPALOOZA 2006, 
the country's biggest and grandest 
Valentine celebration, will be held 
11 in four 
venues—Roxas Boulevard Bay- 
walk, Manila; Bayanihan Park, 
MacArthur Highway, Angeles City, 
Pampanga; FGU Ayala Business 
Park, Cebu; and Matina Town 


help of Mayor Lito Atienza. 

Security sweeps by Special 
Weapons and Tactics team will be 
conducted. Bouncers and plain- 
clothes security personnel will al- 
зо patrol the area to prevent any 
untoward occurrence. 

Paramedics, ambulances and 
fire trucks will be on standby and 
an emergency security desk will be 
set up at the Rajah Sulayman Park 
starting Feb 10. 

Оп Feb. 11, the northbound 
lane of Roxas Boulevard will be 
closed at 9 алп, while the south- 
bound lane will be closed by 5 
pm. 

Femandez said Lovapalooza 
was a venue for people to enjoy, 
celebrate love, and have fun. 


Fundraiser for PGH patients 


THE PHILIPPINE GENERAL HOSPITAL 
Medical Foundation Inc. (PGHMF) is hold- 
ing the “Sining at Awit para sa PGH” charity 
event, Feb. 9, 6:30 p.m., at the Main Lounge 
of the Manila Polo Club. 

The fund drive will support the founda- 
tion’s efforts to provide free medicines and 
medical supplies to PGH indigent patients 
and its ‘Adopt a Charity Ward” project. 

Highlight of the event is the auction of 
artworks by foremost Filipino artists includ- 
ing Napoleon Abueva, Augusto Albor, 
Manuel Baldemor, Lito Carating, Valeria 
Cavestany, Arturo Luz, Romulo Olazo 


Blending essential oils for love and romance 


(through the donation of Dr. Danny David), 
Juvenal Sanso, Nestor Vinluan and Phyllis 
Zaballero. 

Hosting the event are Tim Yap and Cory 
Quirino. Musical numbers will be per- 
formed by Pinky Marquez, Ricky Davao, Ivy 
Violan, Bobby Soul, а string quartet with 
tenor Austine Casefias, and soprano Jenny 
Garcia 

A silent auction will also be held for other 
items such as hotel accommodations in El 
Nido Resort, Palawan; Maribago Resort, Ce- 
bu; The Farm and Villa Escudero; round-trip 
tickets for two to Cebu; dinners for two at 


Workshop on 
> of massage, 


Í SPA PROFESSIONALS I$ HOLDING 
TTS first practical Make Your Own Aro- 
matherapy Workshop on Feb. 11 at its 
training center along East Service 

Road in Sucat, Parafiaque. 

The workshop, designed for individu- 
als and spa owners, will teach aromather- 
apy, the use of scents from natural products 

to promote health and beauty. 

It will include a short lecture and hands-on 
making of facial products, massage oils, linen. 
sprays, body scrubs and hair care products. 

Those wanting a unique gift for Valentine's 
Day can learn to blend their own massage ой, 
linen spray or essential oil blend to liven шр 
the day of hearts. 

This will ensure the products they are giving 


Prince Albert in Hotel InterCon, Nielsen's at 
Peninsula, and Tin Hau at Mandarin; as well 
as the latest designer gowns and others. 

Spearheading the event are PGHMF pres- 
ident Dr. Greg Alvior, chair Lolita Escobar- 
Mirpuri, vice chair Jenny Zamora, and Cory 
Quirino, overall chair for the “Alay sa РСН” 
fund campaign. 

The event is sponsored by American Ex- 
press Card, Merck Sharp & Dohme, Zuellig 
Pharmaceuticals, Filipino Star Printing and 
BMW. 

Call the PGHMF at 5362874 or 5218450 
local 3061 


making 
essential oils 


away are free of artificial preservatives and 
colorings. The oils can be customized to suit 
the recipient's or the maker's own needs. Mak- 
ing them is also more fun and much cheaper. 

"The first workshop will focus on essential 
oils to celebrate love and romance. 

Future workshops will be held on the sec- 
ond Saturday of every month. The courses 
will be conducted by a qualified pharmacist 
and aromatherapist and is offered in conjunc- 
tion with Spa Essentials (wwwspaessen- 
tials.com.ph). 

Spa Professionals (wwwspaprofessionals. 
net) is the only internationally accredited 
(CIBTAC) spa school in the Philippines. Call 
8382167 or e-mail info@spaprofessionals. 
net. 


peor 


MAGICAL GREEN TEA 

Fruit Magic has launched Magic Shots, а new way to enjoy the 
benefits of green tea. The new product from the United States 
comes in the form of liquid herbal vitamins made from green tea 
extracts. Alan Escalona, CEO of Fruit Magic, says this allows 
people to gain the benefits of Green Tea in its concentrated 
form. The new product comes in five blends: Energy, Fat Burner, 
Memory, Immunity, and Blood Sugar Management. Magic Shots 
is now available in all Fruit Magic stores nationwide. Call 
3646927, 3643621, fax 3662934 or visit www.fruitmagic.com.ph. 


Pro-life training 
seminar Feb. 17 


TWO INTERNATIONAL 
speakers are featured 
during the Pro-Life 
Philippines ^ Training 
Seminar on Feb. 17. 

The seminar on “Post-Abor- 
tion Recovery & Healing" i: 
part of the Pro-Life Month ob. 
servance this February. 

Molly White and Denise 
Mountenay are both involvec 
in healing and counseling min- 
istries for postabortive wom 
en. White is executive director 
of Living the Redeemed Life 
Ministry-USA, while Mounte: 
nay is founder/president of 
Canada Silent No More. 

Other international guests 
are Karen Bodle, Michelle 
Sprawis апд Luana 
Stoltenberg. They will talk 
about the issue of abortion and 
theirown experiences. 

Also lined up for Pro-Life 
Month are the 12th National 
Convention on Feb. 11, the Hu- 
man Chain for Life and dia- 
logue with pro-life congress- 
теп оп Feb. 15, launch of Nurs- 
ез for Life (an organization of 
nurses and nursing students) 
on Feb. 16, and a prayer confer- 
ence to combat the harmful ef- 


MOLLY White 


fects of abortion on Feb. 18. 

Pro-Life Philippines, а non- 
profit nationwide огвапіга- 
tion, offers programs and ser- 
vices that include pregnancy 
counseling centers, sectoral 
and grassroots organizing, in- 
tensive education and training 
programs such as Basic Pro-life 
Orientation Seminar, Teen Sex- 
ality Training Workshop, Pro- 
life Lecture Series and the Pro- 
life Intensive Faculty Education 
(Pro-LIFE) Course. 

Gall 4217147 or 9112911. 
Visit www.prolife.org.ph 


International award for Filipino doctor 


FILIPINO PROFESSOR FELICIDAD 
Cua-Lim, MD, is the first Asian recipi- 
ent of the Outstanding Clinician 
award conferred by the World Allergy 
Organization (МАО) 

The award was presented at the re- 
cent World Allergy Congress in Mu- 
nich, Germany 

Dr. Сиа ут had also received the 
nd Achievement Award їп 


Medicine and Allied Sciences at the 
Asia Pacific Excellence Awards in 
2005. 

In 2002, she was named Most Dis- 
tinguished Fellow by the Philippine 
College of Physicians and also re- 
ceived the Most Outstanding Physi- 
cian Award of the Philippine Society 
of Allergy, А 
(PSAAN, conferred by the Philippine 


Medical Association. in 2000, she 
was awarded the Most Distinguished 
Allergist by PSAAI. She became the 
first Filipino and Asian, in 1990, to be 
mamed Honorary International Dis- 
tinguished Fellow by the American 
College of Allergy and Immunology. 
In 1984, she was the Philippine Pro: 
эта and Immunology fessional R on 


Physician of t 


Do you know now long it took for Jim Paredes to write 
tne EDSA song "Handog ng Pilipino вв Mundo?" 


FEBRUARY 20, MONDAY 
8:30PM. 
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LIFESTYLE MR C. 
Answers to questions that matter most to you 


E GIVE WAY TO 
frequently asked 
questions. An- 


swers to your deepest con- 
cerns can lead to greater 
well-being. 

Is chocolate bad for health 
and your waistline? 

Chocolate is not bad at all. In 
fact, it has health benefits. David 
Benton, Ph.D., of the University 
of Wales-Swansea proved in а 
study that chocolate improved 
people's moods. 

‘When given chocolate, the 
mood of depressed students im- 
proved. Apart from serotonin- 
stimulating sugar and fat that 
soothe the mind and release en- 
dorphins, chocolate contains 
chemicals, including phenylethy- 
lamine, that stimulate the central 
nervous system. 

The good feeling created by 
chocolate may be the reason itis 
considered addictive. As with 
anything, moderation is the key. 
One can overdo the sweets and 
regret.the effect on the waist- 
line. 

Can alcohol damage the 
brain? 

Alcohol is a brain-buster if tak- 
еп in excess. Heavy drinking of 
alcohol (10 or more drinks per 
week) can kill brain cells, eventu- 
ally leading to brain atrophy, а 
decline in one’s cognitive abilities 
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trol, a chemical in the skin of 
grapes that helps blood circula- 
tion and fights fungus. 

What is the best slimming 
diet? 

‘Jokingly, the best diet of all is 
to “zip your mouth.” We tend to 
eat more than we should. Try 
these approaches: 

Less is more—Eat less of every- 
thing at meal time. Example: If 
your usual is a plateful of food, 
cut it down to half. If you average 
опе cup of rice per meal, make it 
a half cup. 

Rule of five—Consume five 


circulation going and your lymph 
moving. 
What is the secret of beauti- 
ful skin? 
The state of your skin is the re- 
sult of many factors: 
© Balanced diet rid 
gies/fruits 
ө Exercise—daily walking (if 
possible) 
* Enough 
hours 
* Avoidance of the sun 
| (wear sunblock SPF 20-30 at 
all times) or sunbathing 
* Happy disposition 
© Supplements—daily mul- 
ti-vitamins, multimineral t 
let/capsule, extra dosage of Vi 
min Cor antioxidant regimen (A, 
C, E, selenium) 
© Monthly cleansing at a dei 
matologist's clinic 
* Religiously following the 
three-step skin care: clean, tone, 
moisturize. 
Love and light! 


INSIDE 
Our 


Cory 


Quirino veg- 


and functions, and possibly de- 
mentia. 

Even if one does not drink dai 
ly (but lingers once or twice 
weekly) it can overload the brain 
too soon, too much, too fast and 
eventually trigger strokes. Drunk Ru 
in moderation (1 glass daily), al. servings of vegetables and fruits 
cohol does have an anti-inflam- daily If you want to lose weight, 
matory effect and boosts HDL -increase your intake to 10 a day 
(high-density lipoprotein known Eat the vegetables/fruits, prefer- 
asthe “good” cholesterol because ably raw, before anything else so 
a high level of it seems to protect little room is left for anything 
against heart attack). else 

If you drink, choose red wine Moderation Have just a little 
for health. It contains antioxi- bitofeverything. In short, no sec- 
dants (polyphenols) that can pro- Ond servings of any kind of food 
tect from damage to the brain , except veggies and fruits. 
caused by oxygen-free radicals _ Fasting—It isn't a diet, but a 
and from strokes, as well as stim- cleansing regimen. 
ulate estrogen production. Сап you recommend a de- 

‘Alcohol can trigger estrogenic stress exercise I can practice 
response in postmenopausal daily? 
women: red wine, in 92 percent Learning how to slow down 
of women; bourbon, 83 percent; сап prolong your life. You can do 
beer/white wine, 77 percent. But 50 many things to relax and re- 
did you know that the body can move stress from your system. 
also get a lot of beneficial antioxi- When your emotions overload 
dants from grape juice, minus the your heart and your worries bur- 
alcohol? Grape juice has resvera- den the mind, your health is 


sleep—6-8 


bound to be affected. The con- s 
nection is real and unbreakable. 

The time you realize you are 
stressed is the time your healing 
begins. Realization is the first 
step. 

< ту to eliminate or avoid 
stressors from your life (е, obvi 
ously, you can't do anything 
about traffic, taxes, but you can 
do something about the way you 
Took at them). The key is your re- 
sponse—negative or positive, vi- 
olent or peaceful, hateful or lov- 
ing. Choose the path of non-vio- 
lence. 

* Listen to relaxing music. 


© Get active or physical. Ifyou 
are depressed, put on your rubber 
shoes and hit the road. Walk your 
blues away. 

One sure-fire approach isto get 
up each day and run to the bath- 
room mirror. Smile at yourself 
and say, "You are great!" By prais- 
ing yourself, you are already pro- 
gramming your mind and emo- 
tion. 

© Listen to or sing an inspira- 
tional/spiritual/ praise song. 

‘© Practice slow, deep breath- 
ing quietly for 5 minutes. 

* Pray Meditate. 

© Jump 10 times to get your 


(Reference: "Your Mirach 
Brain," by Jean Carper) ‘ 

Note: Join me on beauty and 
wellness day, Feb. 25, 11 a.m-4 
p.m., SM Megamall, with ФММ. 
Radyo Patrol and Smart. Call 
ФММ at 4152272. 

Listen to “Ma Beauty Po Nar 
man,” Radyo Patrol 630, 6:18 
p.m. Sunday. Watch "The Good 
Life,” Studio 23, 10 a.m., Sunday 


12 wise words 


What is Cardiac Dysrhythmia? 


п на рор of conditions in which th mul cottons of th Бен п 
wise fitness words 

for 2006 from the 

first issue of 

Healthy Options 

News Digest (Jan- 

uary-February). 

The magazine of- 
fers 12 positive pre- 
scriptions for each 
month—revive, re- 
ward, relax, release, 
rewind, reflect, refill, 
rejoice, relish, respire, 
recharge and refresh. 

People should try to 
live in the present. Be- 
ing toofocusedonthe ашыш: 
future keeps them from #228 
living more of their lives 
today. 

‘The special report, "Can 
You Be Fat and Healthy?" 
says people who eat right and 
work out should not be wor- 
ried if they can't fit into their 
jeans. It’s not the number on 
the scale or the size of the 
pants that they should worry 
about but elevated blood 
pressure and cholesterol. 

“Ask The Experts" gives tips 
on how to combat the effects 
of aging with the right fats, 
foods and supplements. 

In "Cancer Myths," 16 sur- 
vivors reveal the biggest 
myths about cancer while 
“The Dangers of Chronic Dis- 
tress” discusses the health ef- 
fects of the condition. 
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TWEETIE de Leon-Gonzalez, who pursues 
healthy living and an active lifestyle both for 
her and her family, has been named endorser 
of the “Choose Wellness, Choose Nestlé” 
advocacy campaign of Nestlé Philippines. 


Tweetie 
promotes 
wellness 


TWEETIE DE LEON-GONZALEZ 
has been named the newest 
celebrity endorser of "Choose 
Wellness, Choose Nestlé." 


Other features include. 
“Holistic Dentistry,” "Sacred 
Spaces," and “Everyone in the 
Pool.” 

‘The new Healthy Options 
News Digest is offered free to 
customers of Healthy Op- 
tions, with branches at 
Shangri-La Plaza Mall, Man- 
daluyong; Rustan's Super- 
market, Makati; Level 20f 
Festival Supermall, Filinvest, 
Alabang; ground level of Ay- 
ala Center, Cebu City; ground 
floor, SM City North Edsa; 
Level 2 of SM Manila and SM 
Pampanga; Greenbelt, Ayala 
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ноу answers questions on Пей tin 
Center, Makati City; Level 2 assistance and expertise of MEDI Card's netwark of accredited specialises. Wie т 
Gf SM Megamall B, Edsa Man- or E-mail Ыт at inguina medicariphi com for your inquiries оп healh mater 
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wwwhealthyoptions.com.ph. t i R 
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‘The advocacy, first launched in March 
2005 as “Let’s Talk Wellness” by Nestlé Philip- 
pines, seeks to build awareness of current 
knowledge and lifestyle practices promoting 
wellness, “the state of complete physical, 
mental and social well-being, and not merely 
the absence of disease,” according to the 
World Health Organization. 

Gonzalez, mother of four kids ranging in 
age from 1 to9, says ensuring her family's 
wellness is a very important part of her role 
asa wife and mother. She tries to set an ex- 
ample in leading an active lifestyle. Though 
she doesn’t go to the gym as much as before, 
she plays squash three times a week and does 
fitness routines like abdominal exercises and 
yoga, either in the gym or at home. 

Husband Mon, a businessman, plays bas- 
ketball and also frequents the gym while two. 
sons arc medalists in taekwondo. The Gonza- 
lez family also plays badminton as much as 
they can. 

Although Gonzalez eats almost everything, 


IAME offers 
P2.8 million 
scholarships 


The Intemational Academy оГ 
Management and Economics (IAME - 
[eye-aim]), the alternative school to UP, 
Atenco and La Salle has opened 
scholarships worth P2.8 million to high Y 
school valedictorians, salutatorians, and | В. Ж ¢ Pa r 
other honor graduates for the June 2006 ЖЫ Zu И AN en 
opening of classes. i E o А POI Eh BZ n4 
Non-honor graduates may qualify by x ы x: EE. 
scoring 85% in the entrance 
examination. Early bird enrollees will be 
given 20% discount in tuition fees. 
IAME is noted for its global 
affiliations with forcign schools such as 
Warnborough University: England; 
University of California Berkeley: USA: 


Be in the First Class Class 
At par with U.P., Ateneo and La Salle 


Rolling Admission for January to February 2006 
Start the year 2006 by resuming your education 


Management 

Marketing 

Finance & Investment / Banking 
HRD 


Log on: www.iame.edu,ph 
E-mail: testing@iame.edu.ph 
Direct Line: 8962355/58 


Other Lines 7572608 or 09 loc. 12 
Management 


she makes sure she has vegetables with every 
meal. She encourages her children to eat veg- 
tables and also sees to it that they drink milk 
everyday. 

Gonzalez says praying regularly helps her 
handle stress. She also goes for relaxing mas- 
sages, lighting candles and listening to music, 
as well as simple pleasures like eating a yum- 
my dessert. 

But her biggest pleasure is being with her 
kids, spending as much time as possible with 
each one of them. 


Jones 


International University: 


University of Business & Finance: 
Switzerland; University of Souther 
Australian 
Institute of Management and Science: 
‘Australia; University of London: U.K; 
‘Academy: 
Switzerland; Gibaran Business School: 

Australia Entrepreneurship 

m Institute. 


Queensland: Australia; 


Swiss" Management 


USA; 


ют 


Political Economy 


Management 
Political Economy 


IAME 


Extension (turn left off, 
1061 Metropolitan Avenue 
Makati City 1200 


Text or Call: 0920-2142320 
Or visit us at Ayala Avenue 


International Academy of S 
Management and Economics 
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GOLD medalist Michael Mendoza 


and Armand Ocampo 


JUN and Nene Leonor 


FORTUNE Ledesma, Margaret Lim Kwok, Kevin Kwol, 
ini and husband Abe Licaros 


KAREN Francisco, gold medalist Belinda Adora, Dr. 
Belen Carisma and silver medalist Emmanuel Reyes 


‘Swinging birthday bash 
for dancing lady 
ja ааа 


close pals. 

Tt started with an excellent dinner at the 
consistent China Bistro, palanggas, aprés 
which Margaret L.K/s super fun dancing group 
dashed over to the swinging Savannah Moon 
to shake off all the calories the 
ladies stuffed themselves 
with, 

SEA Games gold and silver 
medalists in Latin American 
dance Michael Mendoza and 
Belinda Adora, and standard 
dance Emmanuel Reyes and 
Майга Rosete showed their 
awesome championship skills. 
They were followed by other 
fab champions like Miguel de 
1а Serna and Vangilyn Ceni- 
na, Armand Ocampo and Karen Francisco, 
and Ryan Sago and Isay. 

Highlight of the birthday bash was Margaret 
LK's fantastic Jive number with her partner, 
Armand Ocampo, followed by her close, close 
pal, Dr. Belen Carisma and Gifford Gavieres. 

"Then, faster than you could bat an eyelash, 
it was time to roll and rock the dance floor, 
with the whole dinner bunch shaking and 
rolling till way past midnight. 

Cool celebrator Margaret Lim Kwok defi- 
nitely knows what a swinging party is all 
about, palanggas. 


Mr. Charmer’s bash 

You just gotta hand it to Mr. Charmer him: 
self, the well-respected Catanduanes governor, 
Leandro “Lee” Verceles Jr., palanggas. When 
he calls, they all come as they did when he 
threw a super bash for his birthday at the chic, 
upscale Citrus Bar in Glorietta 2, Ayala Center. 

‘The place was jam-packed with over 300 
celebs and assorted hotshot well-wishers, 
ranging from Lee's relatives, his government 
and business associates, to beautiful faces in 
the party-going scene of Makati clubbing 
strip. 

Since it was the hottest ticket of the week, 
invitees made it a point to be there, circulating 
endlessly in the eye-catching smoking area 
outside and the chi-chi interiors of Citrus, 
dahlings. Moi couldn't believe the crowd that 
was there. But perhaps it was really no surprise 
as cellular networks, as early as a week before, 
were already super loaded as invitations were 
“texted” to just about everyone who wanted to 
help Lee make his special day a memorable 
one, 

‘Among the invitees were stunningly gor- 
geous, drop-dead beauties like Jenny Kinsel- 
la, Kaye Quema, Л. Domino, Liz Go, Cecille 
Castro, Yulia Shestakova, Yra Cruz, Jen 
Rosendahl , Tisha Silang, Kat Steen and bril- 
liant Pinky Amador, who had all the guys go- 
ing gaga. Naturellement, a couple of mega 
businessmen tried but hit a blank wall when 
they tried to attract some of the gals men- 


ALL, ELEGANT, VIVACIOUS AND 


ARMFUL OF BEAUTIES. Jenny Kinsella, Kaye Quema, lucky Lord 
Ancheta, Farah Helena and Marina Marree 


BATTING 


2 Lil Geh LS 
CECILLE Castro and Yra Cruz 


WE PARTY, TOO. Former 
Catanduanes Vice Gov. Teofisto 
Verceles and handsome Sen. 
Bong Revilla 


DINGDONG Dantes and Mayor 
Ding Guerrero 


«АД 
EYE-CATCHERS. Young Won, Yulia Shestakova, JL Domino, Carol 
and Mai de Gorostiza 


CRAIG Tuazon, Ant 
and Pinky Amador 


v. 


CBE LUN 
BEAUTIES AND CELEBRATOR. Jana Kamenikova, Gov. Lee Verceles, Mark Powers: (second. 
from right), JL Domino Juliana and Liz Go 


1 


^ 
Marieto Valerio 


WITHOUT 


AN EYELASH 


Maurice А, 5) 
Arcache Ау А 
Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
using Kodak EasyShare 


LIFESTYLE 


‘TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2006 


FORMER Quezon City Mayor Mel Mathay, Jocelyn Poon, Didi Manarang, Ruby Co, Vivian Uy 


and Susan Laudico. 


SAVANNAH Moon party people. Madeleine Lim, Penny 


\ 


Lim, birthday gal Margaret Lim 


Kwok, PL Lim, Nene Casimiro, Nellie Bengzon and Dr. Belen Carisma 


tioned above. Pity! 

‘With booze pouring till way past 2 a.m., 
palanggas, beautiful women, hotshot business- 
men and politicians, plus the chic pack of par- 
tying night owls, made the bash of the cool cel- 
ebrator Gov. Leandro Verceles Jr. a smashing 
success. 


Launching 

The Ayala group started 
it all, palanggas, now the 
SM ' Group has just 
launched the first-ever 
ы awesome Imax theater at 

a 11 the grand Shangri-La Rizal 
m ballroom. 

Located at SM's flagship 
Mall of Asia, the tres comfy 
630-seater cinema boasts of 
а colossal movie screen, as 
tall as an eight-story build- 
ing, and is, take note, palanggas, the largest in 
Asia and one of the largest in the world. 

SM promises that we, movie freaks, will see 
films like we've never seen them before, Imax 
is “a Canadian-based technology that utilizes 
film (dig this) 10 times larger than convention- 
al film, delivers the most crisp and life-like im- 
ages ever seen, with a digital surround system 
that enhances cinematic sound to levels never 
before heard,” excitedly explained to moi by 
young PR whiz GP Reyes. 


Тат told blockbuster movies and education- 
al documentaries have already been converted. 
into Imax’s awesome format, palanggas. 

We were welcomed by the brilliant, low- 
profile Sy tandem, super charmer Hans Sy and 
his sister, incredibly intelligent Tessie Sy-Co- 
son from SM Prime Holdings, together with 
Don Savant and Jim Patterson of Imax Corp., 
as we breezed in. After a yummy dinner and 
straight-to-the-point speeches from Don Sa- 
vant and Hans Sy, we were treated to a spec- 
tacular live action presentation showing us 
Imax's super stunning capabilities. 

As we left, everyone agreed, dahlings, that 
we can't wait to enjoy the exhilarating, wow 
Imax experience. м 


THE FABULOUS Bloomfields band, 
definitely a Beatles’ reincarnation, had us 
rocking the dance floor. 


Justin Garci 
June Estrella, 
Century 
Tuna’s Leo 
Po, PR whiz 
GP Reyes, 
Celina 
Matias and 

Kari Ty 


HOT SHOTS. Imax's VP for Asia-Pacific Don Savant and Jim Patterson, with SM's Hans Sy 


and Ric Camaligan 


CHRIS Peterson, 
Louie Ysmael of 
the hot Citrus Bar, 
Tisha Silang and 
Geoff Rodriguez 


CHILLING at Citrus, Former Board Member 
Jun Popa, Mayor Bong Teves, PNP provincial 
director Francis Peñaflor, Makati police chief 


LAWYERS John»; 
Socito and 
Plo Rodolfo Hi 


- T 
MARGIT Lind 


